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1 dead, 11 injured in Delhi blast 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — One person was killed and 1 1 
people were injured in two bomb explosions in the 
Indian capital Saturday, police and hospital officials 
said A police spokesman said a bomb, hidden in a 
state-run bus. went off at about 5.15 p.m (11.45 
GMT) near Jehangiipuri. west of New Delhi, injur- 
ing seven people. Immediately afterwards another 
bomb went off in a jeep, just metres away from the 
first explosion site, he said, adding five people were 
seriously injured in the second attack. The bus was on 
its way to the neighbouring state of Haryana from the 
inter state bus terminal in Delhi, he said No group has 
claimed responsibility for the attack. Fire brigade offi- 
cials said eight fire tenders were rushed to the scene 
and police have cordoned off the area. 
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Cabinet approves accord with PNA 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet on Saturday approved 
a protocol between Jordan and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) in the field of youth and sports. The 
agreement provides for coordination and cooperation 
between the two sides in these fields and for exchanging 
delegations at all levels. The Ministry of Youth will, 
according to the agreement, extend technical assistance 
to the PNA to build the youth and spons-relaied infra- 
structure. The Cabinet also approved naming a new board 
of the Petra Development Council. It also approved the 
new regulations of mayors’ transport allowances. A 
Royal Decree was issued Saturday ratifying a Cabinet 
decision approving a Jondanian-Greek maritime agree- 
ment Jordan and Greece have agreed in October to pro- 
vide each other with technical know-how. 
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No Hebron deal without 
Israeli commitment to 
further moves — Arafat 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said Saturday that 
Israel’s refusal to commit to 
a timetable for completing 
its troop withdrawal tn the 
West Bank has held up 
intensive U.S. efforts to 
reach agreement on 
Hebron. 

“One of the principal 
obstacles is Israel's refusal 
to fix a timetable for an 
army redeployment in 
zones B and C," Mr. Arafat 
was quoted by the official 
Palestinian news agency 
WAFA as saying. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
rejected on Friday this 
demand during a meeting 
of his cabinet, offering only 
to set a date for the first of 
these troop withdrawals. 

Israeli and the Palestinian 
negotiators, meanwhile, 
resumed talks Saturday. 

The Israeli delegation 
was led by Genera] Shaul 
Mofaz, in charge of mili- 
ary planning. 

The Palestinian delega- 
tion includes security chief 
Abdul Razak A1 Yahya. the 
head of preventive security 


Clinton invites Arafat to U.S. 

U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton has invited Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to visit the United States early in 
the New Year, a Palestinian official said on Saturday. 

Mr. Clinton issued a similar invitation, which also set 
no precise date for a visit to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu this week against the backdrop of 
intensive U.S. diplomatic efforts to clinch an Israeli- 
PaJestinian deal on the West Bank town of Hebron. 

“President Clinton sent a letter to President Arafat 
three days ago in which he invited him to visit Washing- 
ton," said Arafat adviser Nabil Abu Rdainah. “This js 
the first time that President Arafat has been invited for an 
official visit to Washington, on his own.” 

Mr. Rdainah told Reuters that Mr. Clinton wrote in the 
letter he would like Mr. Arafat to visit at the beginning of 
1997. 

An Israeli spokesman said on Tuesday that Mr. Clinton 
had invited Mr. Netanyahu to visit the United States “at 
the begiiming of the New Year” to discuss developments 
in the Middle East. 


on the West Bank. Jibril 
Rajoub, and lead negotiator 
Hassan Asfour. 

The talks were being held 
at the Hotel Laromme in 
Jerusalem, but the two sides 
were still far apart when 
[hey suspended negotia- 
tions on Friday for the Sab- 
bath. 

Israeli government 
spokesman David Bar Ilian 
blamed the Palestinians for 


not negotiating in good 
faith and making additional 
demands. 

U.S. Middle East peace 
envoy Dennis Ross met Mr. 
Arafat on Saturday in Gaza 
City and was expected to 
hold talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu later in the day. 

“We are in fact close, but 
until one can conclude all 
the details, we don’t have 
an agreement,” Mr. Ross 


told reporters after meeting 
Mr. Arafat 

Under the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace accords signed 
by Israel's former left-cen- 
tre Labour government, the 
final phase of Israeli troop 
pullbacks in the West Bank 
included rural zones identi- 
fied as “B" and “C.” 

The withdrawal from the 
zones was to have begun on 
Sept. 7, 1996. and be fin- 
ished by Sept. 7, 1997, 
under the Oslo II accords 
signed in 1995. 

But the entire process has 
been held up by the failure 
of the two sides to reach 
agreement on Israel’s long- 
delayed troop pullback in 
Hebron and tumiDg over 80 
per cent of the volatile West 
Bank town to Palestinian 
control. 

“We are not going to 
spend all our life, like we 
did in Hebron, negotiating 
again and again every 
phase of the redeployment 
in the West Bank.” said 
Nabil Shaath, planning and 
international cooperation 
minister for the Palestinian 

(Continued on page 71 


Cairo says 
letter bombs 
did not come 
from Egypt 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Interior Ministry' said Sat- 
urday it does not believe 
eight letter bombs deliv- 
ered to a prison and the 
office of an Arabic -lan- 
guage newspaper in the 
United States were mailed 
from Egypt. 

‘The security apparatus 
has a highly developed 
ability to detect such mes- 
sages before they go out,” 
ministry spokesman Major 
General Raouf A1 
Menawy said. 

The ministry is responsi- 
ble for internal security. 

Reports from the United 
States said the letter 
bombs, mailed to a Kansas 
prison and the Al Hayat 
newspaper in Washington, 
appeared to be postmarked 
in the Egyptian port city of 
Alexandria. 

Al Hayat editor Jihad Al 
Khazin told the Associated 
Press that at least one of the 
letters delivered to his 
paper’s Washington bureau 
had an Egyptian stamp 
faced with Pharaoh Rain- 
ses 11. 

Gen. Menawy told 
Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) that "by 
using high-tech methods, it 
is possible to put forged 
stamps on letters ... to cre- 
ate confusion." 

He spoke to MENA in 
Tunisia, where Arab interi- 
or ministers are meeting to 
discuss how to deal with 
terrorism. 

The opposition daily Al 
Wafd on Saturday quoted 
an unnamed Interior Min- 
istry official as saying 
Egypt uses sophisticated 
machines and sniffer dogs 
to check outgoing mail. 

The paper quoted 
Suleiman Mentally, minis- 
ter of transport and com- 
munications. as saying that 
all incoming and outgoing 
mail is subjected to 
‘’severe scrutinising." He 
said his ministry was being 
kept informed of investiga- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Death toll in Damascus bus blast 
rises amid condemnation of attack 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— Two people critically 
injured in a bomb blast on 
a bus died Friday, taking 
the death toll from the 
explosion to 11, hospital 
sources said Saturday. 

Twenty-eight people 

remain hospitalised follow- 
ing the attack while 14 
have been discharged, the 
sources said. 

Syria has blamed the 
Israeli secret service 

Mossad for Tuesday’s 
bombing of the bus in the 
Syrian capital, a charge 
denied by Israel. 


Lawzi denounces bombing 
in message to Qaddoura 

UPPER HOUSE of Parliament (Senate) Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi on Saturday sent a cable to the speak- 
er of the Syrian People’s Council, Abdul Qader Qad- 
doura, condoling him in his name and on behalf of 
the members of the Senate on last week's bus bomb- 
ing in Damascus. Mr. Lawzi condemned the bomb- 
ing as a terrorist and criminal act and voiced Jor- 
dan’s solidarity with Syria. 


U.S. condemns bus 
blast, page 7 


French President Jacques 
Chirac has condemned the 
bombing and expressed his 
sympathy for the families 
of the victims. 

In a telegram he sent to 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad after the New Year’s 
Eve blast. Mr. Chirac said: 


“I received with deep sor- 
row news about the aggres- 
sion which saddened your 
country and killed several 
people and wounded many 
others.” 

“France has condemned 
this ugly action.. .France 
resists in all occasions ter- 
rorism,” Mr. Chirac said. 

The French president 
expressed his “sincere con- 
dolences” and requested 
Mr. Assad to convey his 
“full sympathy to families 
of the victims.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minis- 


ter Amr Musa said he spoke 
by telephone with his Syri- 
an counterpart Farouq Al 
Sbaraa to express Egypt’s 
support for Syria and to 
discuss the repercussions of 
the attack. 

“(Egypt) vigorously con- 
demns this terrorist attack 
against civilians, which 
cannot be allowed,” Mr. 
Musa said in Cairo, adding 
that his country was 
against all acts of terrorism 


(Continued on page T) 


Rebels reject Fujimori's 
hard line in hostage crisis 


LIMA (AFP) — Leftist 
rebels holding 74 hostages 
at the Japanese ambas- 
sador’s home here warned 
•early Saturday that Presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori 
must back down to resolve 
the 18-day crisis. 

Four Tupac Amaru Revo- 
lutionary Movement 

(MRTA) rebels draped 
three bedsheets atop the 
residence, one of which 
read: “Mr. Fujimori, with 
ultimatums and without 
dialogue there will never be 
a solution.” 

Mr. Fujimori has stood 
firm against the rebels, say- 
ing Peru would not be 
intimidated. “The Peru we 
all want ... will not be built 
overnight and even less so 
with a rifle held to the head 
of a hostage,” he said in 
his most recent remarks on 
Thursday, 

The estimated 20 guerril- 


las are demanding the 
release of some 440 fel- 
low rebels imprisoned in 
Peru’s widely criticised 
prisons and have called 
for an easing of tough neo- 
liberal economic policies in 
Peru, a nation in which 49 
per cent of the population 
lives in poverty. 

A second homemade ban- 
ner read: “Today’s Peru: 13 
million in poverty. Where 
is the progress?’’ the third 
message said: “The moth- 
ers, wives and children of 
our imprisoned comrades 
also await freedom. Peace 
to all Peruvians.” 

In his second public state- 
ment since hundreds of 
hostages were seized dur- 
ing a party Dec. 1 7 to cele- 
brate the Japanese emper- 
or’s birthday, Mr. Fujimori 
rejected the demands, say- 
ing that the only possible 
resolution was the release 


of all of the hostages and 
the rebels’ surrender. 

“Bloody crimes will not 
cut poverty',” he said in a 
speech at the Palace of 
Justice on Thursday. 

No hostages have been 
released since Jan. 1. when 
seven people including 
Japanese businessmen- and 
Peruvian government 
officials were allowed out 

The Japanese and Boli- 
vian ambassadors, the 
Peruvian foreign minister, 
the former Peruvian 
supreme court president 
and at least 10 top mili- 
tary and anti -terrorist offi- 
cials are among the 74 still 
held by the rebels. 

Unofficial talks — Peru- 
vian officials have official- 
ly refused to acknowledge 
meeting with the rebels — 
were not held Friday after 

(Continued on page 7) 


King and 

Queen 

return 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor returned 
home Saturday after a pri- 
vate visit to Europe. 

They were received at the 
airport by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Moham- 
mad, Princess Taghrid and 
Princess Basma. Royal 
family members. Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. Upper House 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi, 
Lower House Speaker Sa’d 
Hay el Srour, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh, die 
King's advisers and senior 
officials. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor are received upon their return home 
on Saturday by His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad (Petra photo) 


Abul 
Ragheb, 
Lawzi to 
leave for 
Baghdad 
on Jan. 8 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Industry and Trade AJi 
Abul Ragheb and Minister 
of Transport Nasser Lawzi 
are tentatively scheduled to 
leave for Baghdad on 
Wednesday, two days later 
chan originally planned, 
official sources said Satur- 
day. 

The officials said the 
delay was “technical” and 
affirmed that there were no 
snags in renewing Jordan- 
ian-Iraqi oil and trade 
agreements and that the 
two accords could be 
signed during the visit of 
the two ministers. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb and Mr. 
Lawzi are now scheduled 
to leave for Baghdad on 
Jan. 8 instead of Jan. 6 as 
originally scheduled,” said 
an official. 

“Slight technical details 
caused the delay (for the 
visit). There is no signifi- 
cance to the delay at all.” . 

“Everything is on track in 
the Jordanian-lraqi discus- 
sions on renewing the oil 
agreement and the trade 
protocol,” added the offi- 
cial, who did not want to be 
identified. 

Two other ministers. 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 

Hashem Dabbas and Min- 
ister of Finance Marwan 
Awad. returned home afro- 
four days of talks in Bagh- 
dad on Friday. 

Contrary to expectations, 
they did not sign a new oil 
accord with the Iraqi gov- 
ernment, but Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
said Friday there were no 
snags in renewing the 
accord. 

The agreement, under 
which Iraq is expected to 
increase by seven per cent 
its oil supplies to Jordan, 
will be signed when Mr. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan is confident of future, 
Kabariti tells Ajloun residents 

Prime minister outlines actions taken to develop 
northern governorate and address its problems 


AJLOUN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Saturday that 
“Jordan looks with hope 
and confidence to the 
future when the voices of 
aggression and the dreams 
of expansionism make way 
for the inevitable just, com- 
prehensive and durable 
peace.” 

Addressing a public rally 
during a visit to Ajloun iif 
northern Jordan, the prime 
minister said: “Only in an 
atmosphere of peace can 
sustainable development 
and prosperity for the 
whole region materialise." 

On socio-economic 
development in Jordan, Mr. 
Kabariti said: “I must admit 
before you here that the 
development achievements 
in Jordan are still below the 
aspired level. Development 
in some areas has been 
achieved at the expense of 
others, but we are deter- 
mined to pursue the neces- 
sary steps and work seri- 
ously towards attaining a 
national economy whereby 
Jordan can become more 
self-reliant and arrive at a 
stage where development is 
equally achieved in the var- 
ious regions.” 

“Before coming to Ajloun 


I reviewed with my col- 
leagues the ministers the 
various needs of Ajloun 
Governorate. and the 
Council of Ministers has 
already taken decisions in 
response to these 
demands.” he said. 

The prime minister said 
that a decision had been 
taken to appropriate a plot 
of land suitable for con- 
structing a sports complex 
for the Ajloun region. 

The Ministry of Public 
Works will be studying a 
request for roads linking 
10 villages within the gov- 
ernorate, he said. 

He said the government 
was taking measures to 
improve tourism, find a 
suitable- plot for a waste 
dump and construct a 
waste-water treatment 
plant. It has also taken mea- 
sures to cany out water 
projects for Ajloun as well 
as the neighbouring towns 
of Kufrunjeh and Anjara 
at a cost of JD4. 5 million, 
he added. 

Referring to unemploy- 
ment and poverty the prime 
minister recalled that he 
had announced during his 
recent visit to Tafildi in 
southern Jordan that the 
government had adopted a 


national programme to 
achieve an integrated social 
development scheme. He 
said the government will 
introduce appropriate legis- 
lation and allocate funds for 
this scheme. 

Referring to the work of 
municipalities, Mr. Kabariti 
said the government had 
plans for merging munici- 
palities so that they would 
be in a better position with 
sufficient hinds to carry out 
projects and services. 

He said Jordan had 291 
municipal councils and 
400 village councils, most 
of which suffer from very 
bad financial situation. But 
by merging their work, 
many of the councils prob- 
lems will be addressed in a 
more satisfactory manner, 
he said. 

“We seek to have respon- 
sible local councils with 
efficient staff to carry out 
the required services ” he 
stressed. 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing Ajloun Governor 
Abdullah Hisban, Ajloun 
Deputy Farah Rabadi and 
Ajloun Mayor Mohammad 
Smadi presented the gover- 
norate’s demands to the 

(Continued on page 7) 


RDYALJ ORDAN IAN 


ROYAL JORDANIAN has the pleasure to 
announce a new checking - in procedure, 
for First and Super Business Class 
passengers as of January 1 st 1 997. 
Complete departure formalities will be 
done at Terminal 1 on behalf of First and 
Business Class passengers, while they 
are relaxing at the CIP Lounge. 








1/ 


NO TO THE ZIONIST FAIR IN AMMAN 

JORDAN ENGINEERS 
ASSOCIATION 







2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, January 5, 19^7 
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Bosnian 
party 
says Iran 
donated 
$500,000 

SARAJEVO (R) — 

Bosnia’s main Muslim 
party on Friday confirmed 
repons it had received 
$500,000 in cash from Iran 
fast year but said the funds 
were used for charity and 
not for a political cam- 
paign. 

The Muslim Nationalist 
Pam' of Democratic Action 
(SDA) issued its statement 
in response to a U.S. news- 
paper report that alleged 
Iran had delivered half a 
million dollars to then 
Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic for his election 
campaign. 

The Los Angeles Times 
quoted classified Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
documents as saying Mr. 
Izetbegovic was a “co- 
opted by the Iranians- 
Bosnia" after receiving two 
pieces of luggage contain- 
ing about $250,000 each. 

But Mr. Izetbegovic's 
party said the money it 
received was used for legit- 
imate humanitarian chari- 
ties and scholarship funds 
for students in the coun- 
try's Muslim-Croat federa- 
tion. 

The SDA statement said 
the money was allocated to 
1.265 students in various 
areas and that Saudi Arabia 
had also contributed to the 
educational funds. 

“All aid for these purpos- 
es is welcome and the party 
will not refuse it.” it said. 

The statement said the 
money was delivered to 
officials in the party's cen- 
tral committee. It made no 
mention of the reports of 
Iranians giving Mr. Izetbe- 
govic bugs stuffed with 
money. 

Mr. Izetbegovic won the 
most votes in a presidential 
race in Bosnia's peacetime 
elections in September and 
now serves as chairman of 
the three-member collec- 
tive presidency. 

The United’ States has 
been pushing Bosnia to 
brook military and intelli- 
gence ties to Iran, which 
Washington considers a 
“terrorist” state. 

U.S. military aid to 
Bosnia was withheld for 
months last year because of 
Washington's concerns 
about Iranian influence. 
The arms shipments even- 
tually went ahead after the 
sacking of a Bosnian 
deputy defence minister 
linked tr> Iranian military 
aid. 

Muslim leaders remain 
grateful to Iran for deliver- 
ing badly -needed military 
assistance lo the Sarajevo 
government during the 
Bosnian w ar when Western 
countries declined to get 
involved. 



FUNERAL SERVICE: Leaders and supporters of the Lebanese Hizbollah movement offer prayers on Sat- 
urday for two Hizbollah fighters who were killed in dashes last year with Israeli soldiers in South 
Lebanon. The bodies of the two were returned to Hizbollah on Friday by the Israeli-supported South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia in return for the remains of two SLA members (Reuters photo) 


Cypriot purchase of Russian 
missiles likely to raise tension 


NICOSIA AP) — Cyprus 
signed a multi-million 
contract Saturday to buy a 
sophisticated Russian 
anti-aircraft missile sys- 
tem. the semi-official 
Cyprus News Agency 
(CNA) said. The move is 
likely to heighten tensions 
between Greece and 
Turkey. 

No official announce- 
ment was likely since the 
government announced 
earlier this week it would 
make no comment on 
defence issues. But gov- 
ernment sources con- 
firmed the deal on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Turkey has said it would 
not tolerate rhe deploy- 
ment of Russian missiles 
on the war-divided island, 
and Greece warned that 
any Turkish military 

action against Cyprus to 
prevent the missile 

deployment would spark a 
Greek-Turkish war. 

Greece has a joint 

defence agreement with 
Cyprus, and Turkey main- 
tains 30.000 troops in the 
northern Turkish Cypriot 
pan of the island. 

Cyprus has been divided 
into Turkish Cypriot and 
Greek Cypriot zones since 
I W when Turkey invad- 
ed and seized the northern 
third of the island to pro- 
tect the Turkish Cypriot 
minority This followed 
an abortive eoup by sup- 
porters of union with 
Greece. 


A breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state in the north 
is only recognised by 
Ankara. 

When Cypriot discussed 
buying the Russian mis- 
siles, "the United States 
criticised the idea and the 
U.N. Security Council 
said any increase in the 
already excessive arma- 
ments on the island would 
only worsen the situation. 

The CNA said the deal 
was concluded at a meet- 
ing Saturday in Nicosia 
between officials of the 
Russian state-owned 
Rosvoorzhenie Company, 
Cypriot Defence Minister 
Costas Eliades and 
Finance Minister Chris- 
todoulos Christodoulou. 

Both ministers declined 
to confirm a missile deal 
was reached. 

The news agency did 
not give the value of the 
S-300 anti-aircraft missile 
system. Cypriot newspa- 
per reports have put the 
amount at 300 million 
Cypriot pounds ($660 
million). — 

Earlier in the week Pres- 
ident Glafcos Clerides. 
the Greek Cypriot leader, 
rejected Turkish threats 
over the possible missile 
deal. He said Cyprus 
would do whatever it 
deemed necessary to 
strengthen its defence 
capability. 

He added that Cyprus 
does not intend to attack 
the Turkish Cypriots, 


adding that the S-300 mis- 
siles pose no threat to the 
Turkish side since they 
are defensive. Cypriot 
officials point out that 
since Cyprus has no air 
force, the missiles are 
meant only as a deterrent 
against air attack. 

Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash on Friday 
spoke of the possibility of 
a war in Cyprus, saying 
the current tendency on 
the island was towards 
conflict, not unification. 

“If an accord is forceful- 
ly imposed on Cyprus, 
without sufficient guar- 
antees. the smallest iricr-" 
dent between the Turk- 
ish-Cypriots and the 
Greek-Cypriots may 
explode the whole of 
Cyprus like a volcano,” 
Mr. Denktash said in a 
radio interview, accord- 
ing to the Turkish Cypriot 
tak news agency. 

“The current tendency 
in Cyprus is toward a war, 
not unification.” Mr. 
Denktash said in the 
Turkish sector of Nicosia, 
the world’s last divided 
capital. 

U.N.-sponsored efforts 
for Cyprus’ reunification 
have failed so far. The 
Turkish Cypriots created 
their state in 1983, but it 
has been recognised only 
by Ankara, which still 
keeps nearly 35.000 
troops in the Turkish sec- 
tor. 


KDP said 
to execute 
four PUK 
members 

CAIRO (AP) — The Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) of 
Massoud Barzani has executed 
four members of a rival faction, 
charging they had carried out a 
bomb attack in a KDP-con- 
trolled city, the group's radio 
station reported. 

The radio broadcast, moni- 
tored by the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation In London, said 
the four were executed Friday. 

The radio said the attack 
occurred in Erbil, the Kurdish 
provincial capital in northern 
Iraq which is under Barzani's 
control. 

It said the itfrii; 
few weeks ago,” had confeSsea 
to carrying out die attack under 
instructions from the leadership 
of die rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). There were 
no further details. The PUK, led 
by Jalal Talabani. has been con- 
testing for power with Mr. 
Barzani in the Kurdish-con- 
trolled area carved out in north- 
era Iraq after the 1991 Gulf war. 

Last August. Barzani's fight- 
ers drove Mr. Ihlabani’s sup- 
porters out of Erbil and sur- 
rounding areas with help from 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s army. 

On Friday, the London-head- 
quartered Al Hayat newspaper 
reported that President Saddam 
is trying to mend fences with 
Mr. Talabani. 

The paper said President Sad- 
dam has dispatched a former 
Kurdish cabinet minister to uy 
to convince Mr. Talabani to 
open a dialogue with Baghdad. 


Egypt says it expects Europe to 
expel militant leaders this year y 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Egyptian interior minister 
said in an interview pub- 
lished Saturday that he 
expected European coun- 
tries to expel several lead- 
ing members of armed 
groups during the course of 
1997. 

“Many (fundamentalist) 
leaders who have fled and 
are now living in European 
countries will be expelled 
once it has been established 
without doubt that they 
were implicated in terrorist 
acts committed in these 
countries." Hassan A1 Alfi 
told the pro-go vemment 
weekly A1 Ahram. 

He saief there were “indi- 
cations" of cooperation 
between militants and the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) and with Basque sep- 
aratist militants in Spain. 
These “indications" also 
tended to prove that the 
militants were behind 
recent terrorist attacks in 
France, he said. 

General Alfi said this fact, 
which had decided Euro- 
pean leaders to act to expel 
the militants, “increases the 
need” to intensify coopera : 
non among Arab states 
against terrorism and the 
need to “take a common 
stand against terrorism”. 

He said that after being 
expelled from European 


countries, militants would 
probably attempt to return 
to their home countries to 
contact fellow fundamen- 
talist extremists or activists 
based in other .Arab states. 

Gen. Alfi travelled Fri- 
day to Tunis where Arab 
interior ministers trying to 
work out an “Arab strategy 
against terrorism'' are hold- 
ing Saturday their annual 
meeting. 

Egypt, which has been 
fighting an insurgency 
since 1992. claims to have 
achieved the extradition. of 
dozens of militants, includ- 
ing many from Arab coun- 
tries. 

Last year, the Egyptian 
pro-government press 
strongly criticised Britain 
and several other European 
countries for providing asy- 
lum to "several leading 
Islamic militants" from 
Egypt. 

Militant killed 

Egyptian police shot dead 
a leading Islamist militant 
suspect in an exchange of 
fire in the south of the 
country on Saturday, secu- 
rity sources said. 

Mohamed Ali Dakrouri, 
better known as Ahmad Al 
Baskalouni. was killed on a 
country road near the town 
of Edwa, about 160 kilome- 
tres south of the capital 


Cairo, they said. 

The sources said he was a 
leading member of the mil- 
itant Gama’a Al Islamiya in 
the area and was wanted in 
connection with bank rob- 1 
beries the Gama’a had car- 
ried out to finance its activ- 
ities. 

Police say they have now- 
killed 12 members of his » 
Gama’a unit and only two 
remain on the run. the 
sources said. They killed 1 
two on Tuesday and one on 
Friday, all in the same area.' 

In most of the killings, 
police said they returned 
fire when the militants - 
opened fire at them. Human 
rights group say Egyptian 
police often shoot to kill 
when hunting down mili- 
tants. 

In the case of Baskalouni, 
the security sources said 
police found an automatic' 5 
rifle, a pistol and large 
quantities of ammunition 
next to his dead body. 

The Gama’a is the largest 
organisation fighting to ■ 
overthrow the government - 
and set up a strict Islamic 
state. Police have largely ! 
contained its activities to 
the south. * 

Almost 1 ,000 people have 
been killed and hundreds 
wounded since the Gama’a' 
took up arms almost five. •• 
years ago. ^ 


2 executed in Iran for 
spying for Israel, U.S. 


TEHRAN (AFP.) — Two 
Iranians convicted of 
spying for Israel and the 
United States have been 
executed in Tehran, a 
newspaper reported Sat- 
urday. 

Heday atoll ah Zendeh- 
Del, a bus in es man who 
converted from Judaism 
to Islam, and Abolghas- 
sem Majd-Abkahi. who 
was close to the court of 
the late shah of Iran, were 
executedLh,ere on Dec. 29. 

sard. ** - - 

They were convicted by 
an Islamic court in July 
of fraud, subversion and 
espionage on behalf of 
Israel and the United 
States and the conviction 
was upheld by the 
supreme court, the news- 
paper said. 

It did not say how the 
pair were executed. Exe- 
cutions in Iran are gener- 
ally carried out by hang- 
ing. 

Zendeh-Del and five 
other people were arrest- 
ed in 1988 and accused 
of being the ringleaders 
of a network involved in 
bank fraud, weapons 
trafficking and espionage 
during the 1980-88 Iran- 
Iraq war. 

Another defendenu 
Abdol-Reza Yazdanc- 


henas, a former air force 
officer, has also been sen- 
tenced to death while the 
three others were given 
prison terms. 

Ali Sadafian, a former 
member of the shah's 
guard, was sentenced to 
23 years in prison and 
200 lashes of the whip. 

Abdolghafour Sartipi. a 
businessman, was sen- 
tenced to seven years in 
prison while Freidoun 
Abu-Zia. an actor and 
'•translator, was given ! 0 
years in v prison and “110 
lashes. 

According' to prosecu- 
tors, the defendants had 
ties with the family of 
the late shah, who was 
toppled in 1979, and 
planned to bring down 
Iran’s Islamic regime 
either by sabotaging the 
economy or through 
armed struggle. 

They were accused of 
collecting military secrets 
during the war with Iraq 
and passing them on to 
the United States. 

Other charges included 
adultery, consumption of 
alcohol and opium and 
falsification of official 
documents to allow some 
10 Iranians to flee the 
country, including sever- 
al Jews who fled to 
Israel. 
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Egyptian 

bus worker^ 

. «* • 

end strike; ■ \ 
23 detained 

CAIRO (R) — More than 
2,000 Egyptian public trans- . 
port workers have gone back 
to work after two days on 
strike in protest at a decision 
not to give them an annual - 
bonus, security sources said, 
on Saturday. 

Police in the Nile Delta 
province of Gharbiya have ., 
detained for questioning) 3 i J 
peojjle from among the 2.700 
be® inductors.' dijyera and ■ 
oth^Htansport worked who 
went on strike in the provin- 
cial capital Tanta, they added. . 

The strike paralysed work . 
on Thursday and Friday in 
Tama’s textile mills, whose ;• 
employees depend on buses 
to get to work. 

On Thursday police said 
they arrested seven workers 
in Tama and three in the near- 
by town of Al Mahalla Al. 
Kobra who they thought 
were behind a one-day strike - 
there. Strikes are both illegal; 
and rare in Egypt 

The protest ■ began on 
Wednesday after the gover- 
nor of Gharbiya cancelled the 
bonus of two months’ salary 
which the workers have 
received every January for 
the past 15 years. He also 
decided not to issue them 
with new uniforms because 
the company had incurred 
losses last year. 
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L Man - of Nazareth Church 
kvtifieh. Tel. S10740 
ssembUcs oT God Church Tel. 
C7S5. 

L Joseph Church Tel. 624500 


Church or the Annunicution 
Tel. 1*37440. 

Do la Salle Church Td. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel 622306 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TcL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 7752nl. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 8271 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432N. 

Gem utn-5] waking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The I .utter- Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Td. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be sunny and temperatures 
above annual average. It will be 
relatively cold at night and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
it will be hot and winds northerly 
nHxieratc. Seas will be calm. 


MinTMax. temp. 


Amman. .07/1 S 

Aqaba. .. - 11/24 

Deserts - 05/19 

Jordan Valley - 10/23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 30 per cere. 
Aqaba 32 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. FayezAIDabbas 759 155 

Dr. Fakher Bilbeisi .552233 

Dr. Khalfl Abu Marjoub 779797 

Dr. MazenNbafi 8 30435 

Kras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ...637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisoni pharmacy ...637660 

Najib pharmacy .—847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qann 2S14S2 

.Al Quds pharmacy .< — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. ZuhurAIQadi 906606 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre..- 6371 1 1 


Gvil Decree Department — 6611 II 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— — — 630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue Pbfice. 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775 12 1 

Highway Police— 843402 

Traffic Police. -....S96390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel CompLainu; 605800 

Price Complaint— -..661176 

'Water & Sewerage Cbnptaiss -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

I 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance i 121 

Overseas Calls - —010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs —.623101 

Abdaii Td. Repairs. 661 101 

Jordan- Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority ....815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Iml. Airport 08-53200 

H OSP I TALS 

AMMAN: 

Hiissein Medical Centre ™8 1381362 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Aldleh Maternity. ....642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital -845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital ...667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdaii .-.666126/37 

Al-AhlL Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


- (09)93332 3 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital-. 109)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basraa Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya 

(03)314] II 


International Airport TeL 

(OS 153200-5. where it should 

always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone OS (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:35.. Osaka. Bangkok, Dubai 

(add) (RJ) 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

08-35 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:15 Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

17:05- - Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:45 -.. — London (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RT) 

18:40 — — irankfun (RJ) 

1930 —Dinis (RJ) 

19:40 Rome(RJ) 

Hospital 19*45 Vienna (RJ) 


2030 .Cairo (MS) 

23:10. Istanbul (TK) 

2330 London. Beirut (BA) 

01:25 ...-Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

Royal Wmgs (RW) Flights 

0930 -Aqaba (RW) 

1835 —Tel Aviv (RWl 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 

08:40 

11:00 


2035-.. 
2335 


Em X B ETgAV EIJJiB 2339 


Rome (add) (RJ) 

Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

- Cairo (RJ) 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department a the Queen Alia 


Other Flights 

0630 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

12:40 -Bahrain (GF) 

1530 Moscow (SU) 

1530 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 


Beirut (RJ) 

— Frankfurt (RJ) 

...... -Tunis iRJ) 

U:15 Rome (RJ) 

1 130 Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ j 

12:00.- (Rome (add) (RJ) 

12 KM) - Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20KKI Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

20:00- Cairo (RT) 

20:40 —Damascus (RJ) 

21ri)0 — -New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00.—. Abu Dhabi Dubai iRJ) 

21:05 Aqaba (add )(RJj 

2130. — Jeddah (RJ) 

22:10 — .Singapore, Jakarta (RJD 

22 ‘-45 —Bangkok (RJ) 

22 ; 45 - - — Sanaa (RJ) 

0330 Jeddah (RJ) 

Jeddah (add KRJ) 

°^ :0 ° - Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

05-45.... Maika. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

0630 

07:00 

07:15 


—London (KJ) 

Beirut (ME) 

— Tel Aviv (LY) 


0735 ....Damascus, London (BA) 

1330.— —Doha (GF) 

1635 ...Moscow (SU) L 

21:25 -.Cairo (MS) . 

Royal Wing (RW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (RW) (departing 
from Marica Airport) 

2030 — Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 4 

Bep. Amman — 8.<G qjij. eitry Monday 
Am Damascus —5:00 pm evayNfcnday ’ 
Dep. Damascus _?J0 am. eway Smby: 
Am Annual 500 pm evay Sunday i 


MARKET PRin? f S 

Upper/lower price ui fils per kg. ’! 

Apple 7Q0/50CM 

Banana- - .550/550!}- 

B an ana (imported) .850/600$ 

Cabbage 60/40? 

Carrot ,„.27M3f 

Cauliflower. 130/10(1: 

Cucumber (large) 130/9& ■ 

Cucumber (small) 330/1^ 

Eggplant 150/80; 

Gariic JBS0NB& 

Grape fruit 150/100', 

Lemon 380/250'! 

Marrow (large) TWff}- 

Marrow fsiiialO 130/?# 

Onion (green) 14Q/6C 

Onion (dryi — ....17O/10& 

Orange - 560/4 

Pepper (hot) 280/lSfe.- 

Pepper i sweet) 280/1510^ 

Potato 

Spinach U04® 

String Bean _ 

Tomato iT tl/rffl 
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Egyptian 
bus workers I 
end strike: 
23 detained 

CAIRO tRi — M-u- ft; . 
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Home News 

Meeting to discuss tourism 
in south starts 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
prince Faisal. Saturday 
opened a meeting regard- 
ing the development of 
tourism in the southern 
regions by emphasising 
the important role of cul- 
ture in the life of nations. 

Addressing an audience 
of 70 at the University of 
Jordan,. Prince Faisal 
lauded.tbe role of modem 
communications which, 
he said, can help convey 
images of past cultures 
and civilisations of differ- 
ent countries 

prince ; . Faisal, who 
deputised for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, stated that 
culture cannot be under- 
stood through mere statis- 
tics but, rather, that cul- 
tures should be judged 
through the quotidian life 
of those from within. 

He urged participants to 
pool their ideas and exper- 
tise to assist in shedding 
light on the Kingdom’s 
past civilisations. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irshei- 
dat described Jordan as 
having achieved tangible 
tourist success and he 
maintained that the 
tourism sector plays an 
important role in the 
Kingdom’s economic 
development and will 
continue to do so in the 
future. 

According to Dr. Irshei- 
dat, nearly one million 
tourists visited Jordan in 
1995, a 25 per cent 
increase over the 1994 fig- 
ures. 

The most recent figures 
he quoted for 1996 num- 
bered to approximately 1.2 
million. 

Last October, the minis- 
ter declared that Jordan 
earned $700 million in 
tourist revenues in 1995 
but no figures were yet 
available for the 1996 rev- 
enues. 


HRH Prince Faisal 

Stressing that the min- 
istry is closely cooperat- 
ing with the private sector, 
the minister enumerated 
plans for developing the 
tourism industry within 
the Dead Sea and Aqaba 
regions, adding that the 
private sector has built 
hotels and continues to 
construct, so that by the 
year 2000 the country will 
have 18,000 hotel rooms 
to absorb an increasing 
flow of visitors. 

Dr. frsheidat also 
announced ministry plans 
for developing archaeo- 
logical and tourist sites in 
Amman, Jerash, Madaba, 
Petra, the Dead Sea and 
Wadi Rum in conjunction 
with other nations and 
international organisa- 
tions. 

He said that the govern- 
ment will give investment 
priority to the tourist sec- 
tor and is keen on creating 
an amenable climate for 
foreign investment. 

Dr. Nabil Hamdi from 
Oxford University in Eng- 
land, which is cooperat- 
ing with the University of 


Jordan, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 
the United States and 
Muta University, stated 
that the meeting will focus 
attention on social, cultur- 
al and traditional life in 
southern Jordan and thai 
participants will be mak- 
ing field trips to different 
tourist and archaeological 
sites. 

Director of Foreign 
Relations at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan Kamel 
Mahadin added that 
emphasis will be placed 
on the traditional and cul- 
tural life of southern Jor- 
dan. 

Participants will also 
visit a number of villages 
in southern Jordan to 
study the environment in 
order to participate in 
field work and find ways 
of protecting traditional 
architecture and build- 
ings. The participants will 
collaborate in several 
workshops on means of 
initiating projects related 
to tiie revival of tradition- 
al life in the southern 
regions. 


Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
inaugurates new facilities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Information Mar- 
wan Muasher Saturday 
inaugurated new facilities 
of the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, newsroom 
and said that this year the 
agency has a real chance to 
become an independent 
department. 

The new arrangements 
entail reorganising the 
agency’s work to enable a 
revenue collection through 
marketing its news service 
on a commercial basis and 
thereby improving its per- 
formance and quality of 
public service. Dr. Muash- 
er maintained in a speech 
to mark the occasion. 

He declared that there 
was no reason for Petra to 
offer its services to the 
private sector free of 
charge and that steps must 
be taken to market these 
services on a commercial 
basis. 

Preliminary studies have 
indicated that Petra is 
capable of marketing 
information services and 
potentially earning JD 
500,000 in the next four 
years, he said. 

Dr. Muasher expressed 
his wish that in addition to 
Petra, the Jordan Radio 
and Television Corpora- 
tion and the Press and Pub- 
lications Department 
would this year follow suit 
in implementing systems 
according to the dictates of 
expert boards which might 
boost services and attain 
qualitative improvements 
conforming to modem 
media trends. 

He urged Petra to devel- 
op its financial department 
and prepare the agency to 
run as an independent 
agency operating on com- 
mercial basis. 

He also requested that 
the agency accelerate the 
creation of a computerised 
archives system before die 



Marwan Muasher 
end of 1997. 

Dr. Muasher affirmed 
that the Ministry of Infor- 
mation will log on the 
Internet in the next four 
months in order to facili- 
tate the Kingdom’s inter- 
action on an international 
level. 

Director General of the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. Abdullah Etoum 
outlined the agency's 
expansion of services cov- 
ering local and foreign 
news. 

He confirmed that last 
year 19 Jordanian 
embassies subscribed to 
Petra Arabic and English 
news. 

Mr. Etoum also 
announced that this week 
Petra appointed five cor- 
respondents in Bonn. 
Washington, Moscow, 
Tunis and Gaza and that 
other correspondents had 
been previously mandated 
to New York, Beirut, 
Cairo, Rabat, Paris and 
Copenhagen. 

He detailed Petra’s 1997 
budget as reaching JD 
909,000 and stated that 
the news agency recently 
opened new offices in four 
govemorates. forming a 
total of 16 offices in the 
Kingdom. 
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2 bus accidents leave 30 injured 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Thirty peo- 
ple were injured Friday 
and Saturday in two sep- 
arate bus accidents in 
Irbid and Tafileh, 
according to police and 
Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) reports. 

Early Saturday morn- 
ing a bus heading to 
Saudi Arabia with pil- 
grims on their way to 
perform the Omra sped 
out of control and 
crashed near the Abiad 
area in Tafileh. 

A police official told 
the Jordan Times Satur- 
day that the accident, 
which occurred at 5:00 
a.m.. was attributed to 
speeding. 


The accident caused 
injury to 18 people who 
were taken by CDD res- 
cue units to hospital in 
Tafileh. 

The attending doctor 
said all but two of the 
injured were discharged. 
The two remaining vic- 
tims were still being 
treated. 

In Irbid, 12 people, 
including two children, 
were injured in a road 
accident near Maurou 
intersection on Friday. 
CDD reports said. 

The official reports 
said the accident 
involved a collision 
between a pick-up truck 
and a public bus. No 
fun her derails were 
available. 

An official at Princess 


Basma Hospital where 
the injured were taken 
said only three victims 
are still being treated, 
the others were treated 
and discharged from hos- 
pital the same evening, 
he added. 

Meanwhile, police in 
Wihdat are investigating 
the murder of a 42-year- 
old man who was 
stabbed to death in his 
house, an official report 
said Sarurday. 

The victim, identified 
as Mohammad Abdullah 
Muhana. was stabbed 
several times in the chest 
following a family argu- 
ment and was rushed to 
A1 Bashir Hospital 
where he was declared 
dead on arrival. 


Pan- Arab business conference planned 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
first conference of busi- 
nessmen in the Arab 
World is scheduled to 
open in Amman tomor- 
row and will cover sup- 
port for the Palestinian 
economy as well as ways 
of opening channels for 
intensive w cooperation 
between the Palestinian 
business community and 
the rest of the Arab 
World, head of the Egypt- 
ian Businessmen's Asso- 
ciation Said Tawil said 
upon his arrival to 
Amman Saturday. 

He also said that much 
effort is being exerted 
towards ensuring the 
success of the meeting 
and towards creating a 
pan-Arab business coun- 
cil to bolster cooperation 
in the Arab World. 

The Monday meeting 
will pave the way for the 
creation of an Arab eco- 
nomic block, he said, 
adding that the 600 par- 
ticipants representing 15 


Arab 


countries 


are 


expected to emphasise 
the importance of creat- 
ing an Arab free trade 
zone to facilitate a flow 
of goods, services and 
capital among Arab coun- 
tries and contribute 
towards promoting trade 
within the Arab World. 

Mr. Tawil said that the 
meeting will also move to 
ensure the implementa- 
tion of agreements passed 
by the Arab League such 
as brainstorming s mech- 
anism to execute the Arab 
Common Market Agree- 
ment and a new strategy 
for tourism industries In 
various Arab countries. 

He and his delegation 
held a preliminary meet- 
ing with Chairman 
Hamdi Tabbaa and other 
members on the board of 
the Jordanian Business- 
men's Association (JBA) 
to review final prepara- 
tions and the meeting's 




e JBA is in charge of 


organising the event. 

JBA sources said that 
the Monday conference is 
hoped to constitute a 
turning point in private 
sector relations of the 
Arab World which, in 
turn, might bolster each 
respective Arab economy. 

The meeting in Amman 
demonstrates the strong 
desire of the Arab busi- 
ness community to 
achieve closer coopera- 
tion and revive a pan- 
Arab common economic 
coordination, the sources 
said. 

They said that the 
Amman conference is 
slated to be attended by- 
delegates representing 
the Arab League Secre- 
tariat, various Arab funds 
and financial and eco- 
nomic organisations and 
is expected to give 
momentum to collective 
Arab efforts in collective- 
ly confronting challenges 
facing the Arab economy. 


Ajloun defence team pleads self-protection 
"i as moitiye for possession of #plosives 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The defence 
team in the case of three man 
accused of plotting subver- 
sion, Saturday told die State 
Security Court that the 
explosives their clients col- 
lected in 1995 were intended 
to protect theii country in the 
case of an Israeli invasion. 

In their closing argument. 
Attorneys Rani Zahdeh, Radi 
Ghareibeb and Louai Obei- 
dat told the military tribunal 
that their clients gathered the 
land mines to protect them- 
selves and their land from a 
“possible Israeli attack 
against the Kingdom." 

The attorneys argued that 
the severing of legal ties with 
the West Bank was unconsti- 
tutional and therefore, the so- 
called occupied territories 
formed part of the Hashemite 


Kingdom of Jordan. 

Formal charges pressed 
against the men, all from 
Ajloun. were plotting to 
cany out extremist attacks 
and possessing illegal explo- 
sives with illicit intent. 

The defence charged that 
their clients were subjected 
to questioning under duress 
and were “each illegally 
detained in solitary cells at 
the security forces headquar- 
ters for 17 days.” 

"We question the legality 
and credibility of our defen- 
dants’ confessions as they 
were interrogated for a long 
period of time,’* the defence 
attorneys said in their eight- 
page closing argument. 

The attorneys further stated 
that the military prosecution 
failed to present evidence 
that their clients were plot- 
ting to carry out extremist 
attacks. 


The attorneys asked the 
court to acquit their clients of 
two of the charges or to 
reduce the sentence as “our 
clients are still young with no 
previous criminal records.” 

“Our clients are known for 
their national devotion and 
they had no criminal records 
nor showed extremist aggres- 
sions or extremist philoso- 
phies,” the defence team told 
the court. 

Ikremab Mahmoud, 28, 
Yousef Ahmad, 27, and Ali 
Mahmoud, 27, told the court 
last month that they extracted 
land mines from an Ajloun 
mine to protect themselves in 
case of an Israeli attack 
against the Kingdom. 

The defendants, who in 
October pleaded guilty only 
for illegal possession of 
explosives, denied illicit 
intent and stressed that self- 
protection was their only 


motive. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet the three 
men collected land mines 
from an Ajloun mine in 
November of 1 995 and 
planned to use the explosives 
to taiget Israeli tourists in the 
area. 

But the three were appre- 
hended by authorities before 
actually carrying out any 
attack. 

Last week. Military Prose- 
cutor Samih Majali asked the 
court in his closing argument 
for full conviction of the 
three men. 

The military tribunal, com- 
prised of Justices Yousef 
Faouri, Na’el Massadeh and 
Ahmad Ay ash, postponed the 
trial until Jan. 20 to review 
the case file and either issue 
a sentence or call for a fur- 
ther examination of the case. 
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FILM 


'fs 

eiful and Horrible Life of Leni 
£ at the British Council, Jabal Amman, 


EXHIBITIONS 


r'Mf'' 

*^Pla^jg& art byi John Naqashian at the Royal Cul- 
nntil. Jan, 9. . 

*i?ro®i&es of the Jordan Design and Trade Centre 
jwNcto'Al Hussein Foundation at the Movenpick 
SpteY^Jtra, until Jan. 10. 

colourful '.gifts and crafts designed 
at the Jordan Design and Trade 
A1 Hussein Foundation, Wadi 
SjgmjSmt (Tel. 699141/2), until Jan. 10. 

fry several artists entitled; “The Artist and 
the 1 Enyi ronme n t’ ’ by several artists at Alia Art 
Amman, until Dec. 30. 
small paintings by Jordanian and Arab 
svat ; Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Sl (Tel. 
Jan. 14. - : 

Tories bySpanish painter Clara Amado at lnsti- 
yC^antes, Jabal Amman until 15 Jan. 

, Jqrks. M ; ten contemporary Indonesian artists 
Scripts. tp Abstraction” at theJor- 
i^^dbnai Gallery of Fine Arts (open daily 
■^^uesdays), until Jan. 12. 

■ ■ ^exhibition by Hind Nasser at the Jordan 

Crafts Centre/Artisana, Jabal Amman 
158), until Jan. 10. Also displaying a reg- 
Dition Of arts and. crafts and Christmas 

towns:: 



Schedules, regulations 
issued for Ramadan 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
During the coming 
month of Ramadan, 
expected to commence 
Friday Jan. 10, govern- 
ment departments will 
open at 9:30 a.ra. and 
close at 2:00 p.m., 

according to a commu- 
nique issued by Prune 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Saturday. 

The prime minister 
said that these rules do 
not apply to certain gov- 
ernment services whose 
functioning inherently 
requires a different 
schedule to be worked 
out by their respective 
directors. 

During Ramadan, the 
prime minister added, 
government offices must 
ensure that Muslim pre- 
cepts concerning dawn 
to dusk fasting are 
respected. 


Iso Saturday, Minis- 
ter of Education 
Munther Masri 

announced the public 
school schedule for the 
month of Ramadan. 

He said that regular 


schools should start at 
8:00 a.m. and that each 
class period should not 
exceed 40 minutes, a 
five minute decrease 
from the rest of the year. 

Schools which hold a 
double shift schedule, he 
stated, should start at 
seven in the morning for 
the first shift, during 
which class periods 
should not exceed 35 
minutes and that the sec- 
ond shift should begin 
20 minutes after the 
morning shift breaks. 

These schools general- 
ly hold classes of a 40 
minute duration. 

Also Saturday, the 

Grand Mufti Sheikh 

Izzeddin A1 Khatib Al 
Tan-timi issued a state- 
ment calling on Muslims 
to watch for the new 
Ramadan month 

Wednesday evening on 
Jan. 8, 1996. 

He stated that anyone 
spotting the new moon 
should report it to the 
nearest Islamic Court. 


Peace seminar ends on a determined note 


| ; By Sacha Baggill 

Special to she Jordan Thnes 

AMMAN — A four-day 
workshop which convened 
in Aqaba Thursday, entitled 
“Learning to Live Togeth- 
er.” and designed to high- 
light the role of educators 
in promoting peaceful co- 
existence between Arabs 
and Jews, reached a posi- 
tive conclusion Saturday as 
participants resolved that a 
four-year programme of 
similar events for educators 
should be planned to sus- 
tain the benefits of uniting 
the diverse cultures of the 
region. 

This particular workshop 
was intended as a follow-up 
to three previous seminars, 
held between 1994 and 
1996. in Elsinore. Den- 
mark, by the International 
People's College, which 
united educators from 
Palestine, Israel, Jordan, 
Egypt, and Kuwait. This 
event reportedly aims to 
evaluate the experiences of 
past seminars and develop 
plans for the future accord- 
ingly. 

“It has been very moving 
for us to see Jews and Arabs 
meeting together in the 
Middle East to share expe- 
riences of previous semi- 
nars and views on their 
roles as educators, whether 
Arabs or Jews, in preparing 
their pupils to accept and 
practice peaceful co-exis- 
tence." Dr. Dialo Garba. 
lecturer at the International 
People’s College and direc- 
tor of this event, told the 
Jordan Times. 

“We are extremely 
pleased to be able to hold 
one of our seminars in the 
Middle East for the first 


. time,, as it has befinjdifificult ■ 
to do so in previous years! 
This event also included 
participants from Tunisia 
and Mauritania, and in our 
discussions concerning 
plans for the future, partici- 
pants decided that a four- 
year programme should be 
instituted. This will include 
a seminar targeted at new 
educators in the summer of 
1997,” Dr. Garba Contin- 
ued- 

Participants stated that 
they gained a personal ben- 
efit from the event. 

As one of the four Arab- 
Israeli educators participat- 
ing. Rana Fahoum a teacher 
at both the Hebrew Univer- 
sity of Jerusalem and at an 
Arab school in East 
Jerusalem, asserted that “as 
a person familiar with both 
the Arab and Jewish cul- 
tures [she is] particularly 
aware of the need for 
greater co-ordination 
between the two in the field 
of education.” 

“On an individual level it 
has been of paramount 
importance for many Arab 
educators to meet their 
Jewish counterparts, and 
vice-versa. On a general 
level, we have all realised 
that, although, in the great 
scheme of things, our role 
in promoting peace is 
small, day-by-day. year-by- 
year and little by little, we 
can make a difference,” Ms. 
Fahoum continued. 

On Thursday, representa- 
tive of the Jordanian Min- 
istry of Higher Education 
Maysoon Khatib opened 
the “Learning to Live 
Together” workshop with 
additional addresses from 
Ambassador of Denmark to 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan 


Lars Blinkenburg,-' and 
Honorary Danish Consul 
General in Jordan Tawfiq 
Amin Kawar. 

After a workshop field 
trip to Petra, which accord- 
ing to Dr. Garba was “a 
multi-dimensional activity 
bringing people of the 
region together in awe of 
Petra's beauty," Friday's 
activities ended with pre- 
sentations from various 
Israeli and Egyptian educa- 
tors. under the topic “What 
have we done with the 
experiences from the past 
seminars?” 

The conclusion reached 
by these four speakers, was 
that they, as people working 
in the field of education, 
would tike to do more in 
promoting peace, but that 
the extent of their work is 
ultimately dictated by the 
political situation on the 
ground. 

According to Dr. Garba, 
project ideas, which 
emerged from previous 
seminars by the Interna- 
tional People’s College, 
such as exchange pro- 
grammes for teachers and 
pupils, have been difficult 
to implement due to a 
recent standstill in the 
peace process. 

Keynote speakers Satur- 
day aimed to impart knowl- 
edge and views to further 
enrich educators' abilities 
in understanding the cultur- 
al and political dynamics of 
the Middle East and. there- 
fore, advance their abilities 
in fulfilling their role, 
which according to Ms. 
Khatib, is to prepare pupils 
to accept and practice 
peaceful co-existence in an 
atmosphere of security, 
peace and stability. 


■ AteOi TaWdplph, who is* 
involved- mj managing daily 
contact between Palestini- 
ans and the Israeli Authori- 
ties, made a presentation 
entitled. “Daily Contact 
Between Palestinians and 
Israelis," Acram Atalla. 
Director of a Norwegian 
Non-Governmental Organi- 
sation (NGO), made a pre- 
sentation entitled “NGOs 
and the peace process” 
which, according to Dr. 
Garba. “highlighted finan- 
cial difficulties impeding 
the work of NGO's in the 
region, despite the crucial 
role they play at every level 
of society." 

Also addressing the 
workshop Saturday, Lea 
Shakdiel. a university lec- 
turer and Orthodox Jew. 
and Pascal Matarweh, an 
Arab Christian, presented 
speeches under the topic 
beading “Religion and 
Peace Education." 

According to Dr. Garba, 
Ms. Shakdiel presented an 
“account of ideas of peace 
in Judaism and revealed the 
strong scriptural basis for 
peace in the religion." 

“Mr. Matarweh highlight- 
ed the mutual respect of 
peace of the three monothe- 
istic religions of the Middle 
East by quoting passages 
from the old and new testa- 
ments and the Koran,” Dr. 
Garba said. 

“Later activities involved 
planning project ideas for 
the four-year programme of 
seminars for educators in 
the Middle East and distrib- 
uting responsibilities in 
preparation for upcoming 
seminars,” he concluded. 
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Serbian opposition readies for 


marathon series of protests 


BELGRADE (1 R ) — Ser- 
bia's opposition said Satur- 
day it was preparing for a 
marathon series of protests 
against election fraud after 
President Slobodan Milose- 
vic showed no sign of bow- 
ing to their demands or to 
Western pressure. 

The opposition, whose 
daily rallies on the streets of 
Belgrade have lasted since 
its victories in mid-Novem- 
ber local elections were 
annulled by ruling Socia- 
lists. saiu it might also boy- 
cott Serbian presidential 
elections next year. 

The Zajedno (Together) 
Coalition has said the Ser- 
bian government's admis- 
sion Friday of the opposi- 
tion’s partial victory in dis- 
puted polls was insufficient. 
It has vowed to keep de- 
monstrating until all its suc- 
cesses were recognised. 

The government’s admis- 
sion came in a letter from 
Yugoslav Foreign Minister 
Milan Milutinovic in res- 
ponse to an Organisation for 


Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) report that 
accepted Zajedno was chea- 
ted of victory in 1 5 of Ser- 
bia’s largest towns includ- 
ing Belgrade. 

Aimed at defusing criti- 
cism, the letter backfired 
when organisations at home 
and abroad issued damning 
responses. 

The OSCE redoubled its 
call for Mr. Milosevic to 
recognise all Zajedno’s 
election triumphs, the Uni- 
ted Slates slammed Bel- 
grade’s "hollow assurances” 
of commitment to democra- 
cy, and Zajedno called the 
document a pack of lies. 

"We will continue protests 
until the same time next year 
if it takes. Not that it will, 
given the rising amount of 
support we are getting from 
the population,” said Milan 
Bozic. political advisor to 
Vuk Draskovic, one of Zajed- 
no leaders. 

He was among opposition 
figures who believe the au- 
tocratic Milosevic’s authori- 


ty is crumbling under pres- 
sure from the protesters and 
gestures of dissent from the 
army, church and even from 
within his feared police 
forces. 

But a Democratic Party 
spokesman said the police 
were also bracing for the 
long haul. 

“Since the authorities 
have sec up pre-fabricated 
buildings in Belgrade to 
house the police... There is 
no doubt the SPS (ruling 
Socialist Party) has decided 
to keep them there for a 
long time,” Slobodan Vuk- 
sanovic said. 

Zoran Djindjic, one of Za- 
jedno's leaders, said the op- 
position was prepared to 
talk to Mr. Milosevic, but 
only if he ended state cen- 
sorship of foe media that 
has prevented free reporting 
of the protests. 

If the president did not 
show he was ready to make 
concessions, Zajedno would 
not only boycott foe presi- 
dential elections but also 


withdraw its members from 
parliament. 

Serbian presidential elec- 
tions are due by foe end of 
the. .year. After a landslide 
victory last November for 
foe federal parliament, foe 
ruling Socialists hinted that 
Mr. Milosevic would hold 
them as early as in March to 
capitalise on his popularity. 

But foe defeat at the local 
elections and ensuing mass 
protests have forced Mr. 
Milosevic to delay the elec- 
tion until foe end of foe 
year, analysts say. 

Tens of thousands of 
whistle-blowing supporters 
protested in a Belgrade 
square for the 47fo consecu- 
tive day Friday with fresh 
protests due Saturday. 

The protest erupted into 
an ear-splitting noise at 7:30 
p.m. As Belgraders leaned 
from windows and bal- 
conies to blow whistles and 
bang pots to “drown” out 
the nightly news bulletin on 
state television, which they 
accuse of slanted coverage. 


Opposition leader Vuk Draskovic (centre) speaks to a crowd while his coalition i part- 
ner Vesna Pesic (left) stands by during a protest rally against election rigging in 
Belgrade’s Republic Square Friday- Embattled by six straight weeks or street 
protests, the Serbian government admitted Friday that opposition parties won some 
municipal elections but said it needed more detail to clarify results in other towns 
(Reuter photo) 


Chechen candidates vow fair campaign 


MOSCOW (R) — Pre- 
sidential candidates com- 
pleted their registration 
in the breakaway region 
of Chechenya Friday and 
pledged a fair fight, Rus- 
sian new media reported. 

The vote is set for Jan. 
27 as part of a peace ag- 
reement under which 
Russia is withdrawing its 
last remaining troops 
from the region. 

The political future of 
the oil-rich Caucasian 
republic will not be final- 
ly fixed for five years. 
Moscow hopes it will 
remain loosely within the 
Russian Federation but 
all the main presidential 
contenders support full 
independence. 

Tens of thousands of 
people, mostly civilians, 
died in Chechenya after 
President Boris Yeltsin 
sent In troops to crush 
the region's indepen- 
dence bid in December 
1994. 

Russian Television said 
16 candidates had raised 
the minimum 10,000 sig- 
natures of support need- 
ed to contest the election. 


Other reports put the fig- 
ure as high os 19. 

Some of the candidates. 


including acting Presi- 
dent Zelimkhan Yandar- 


biyev, attended a short 
ceremony in which they 
vowed to respect the 
results of the poll. 

Chechen Vice-Prime 
Minister Ruslan Kutayev 
appealed to all Che- 
chens, including an esti- 
mated 350,000 refugees 
who fled 21 months of 
bloody fighting in the 
region, to take part in the 
voting, in which a new 
parliament will also be 
elected. 

Mr. Kutayev told Ekho 
Moskvy radio that the 
election results would 
shape Chechenya's 
course well into the next 
century. 

Aslan Maskhadov, who 
has headed Chechenya's 
provisional coalition gov- 
ernment since the sign- 
ing of a peace deal on 
Aug. 31, is the favourite 
to win the presidency, 
news agencies said. 

Mr. Maskhadov, a 
pragmatist also pre- 


ferred by Moscow, raised 
some 100,000 signatures 
in support of his candi- 
dacy, Inter-fax News 
Agency reported. 

Mr. Kutayev, citing a 
recent poll conducted by 
the Centre of Sociolo- 
gical Research, said Mr. 
Maskhadrv could win as 
much as 76 per cent of 
votes cast. 

ITAR-TASS news 
agency said the five main 
contenders — Mr. Mas- 
khadov, Mr. Yandar- 
biyev. Shamil Basayev, 
Movladi Udugov and 
Ahmed Zakayev — 
would meet on Jan. 5, 
possibly to discuss the 
possibility of only one 
candidate running for 
the presidency in the' 
interests of national 
unity. 

But it said the idea, re- 
portedly supported by 
Mr. Yandarbiyev, was 
unlikely to win wider 
backing. 


2 Tajik officers shot dead, Russian 
dies in Dushanbe car bomb blast 


DUSHANBE <R) — Two 
Tajik officers were shot 
dead and in a separate inci- 
dent d Russian serviceman 
was killed in a ear explosion 
in the latest rash of violence 
to ..it the Tajik capital Du- 
shanbe. security sources 
said Saturday. 

Sergei Donbak. a senior 
lieutenant in the Tajik Inter- 
ior Ministry, and Serjeant- 
Major Kholmat Eshnazarov 
of the Defence Ministry 
were shot dead late Friday 
in separate incidents by un- 
known assailants, the 
sources said. 

On Saturday an explosion 
ripped apart a ear earning 
lour serv icemen. One Rus- 
sian from the 20 1st Moto- 
rised Division was killed 
and the three other passen- 
gers were rushed to hospi- 
tal. a Tajik Interior Ministry 
official told Reuters. 

It was not immediately 


dear what device was used 
in the blast, which took 
place as foe men were leav- 
ing Dushanbe’s main Ze- 
lyony Bazaar. 

Interfax News Agency re- 
ported that a second explo- 
sion Saturday wrecked a 
sentry-post outside the pres- 
idential palace but said no- 
body was hurt in the blast. 

The incidents followed a 
spate of attacks on Russian 
servicemen in the remote, 
war-tom former Soviet re- 
public where they cany out 
peacekeeping duties and 
guard the border with Af- 
ghanistan. 

On Friday the bodies of 
two Russian military’ med- 
ical staff were found in the 
street. Both had been shot in 
the head. 

A Russian sergeant was 
shot dead Tuesday or Wed- 
nesday. 

Five servicemen were 


badly wounded when their 
vehicle was attacked with a 
rocket-propelled grenade 
and automatic weapons last 
Saturday and a soldier was 
wounded by gunmen Tues- 
day. 

“We have to stop these 
terrorist acts, we have to 
stop thesj provocations.” 
Tajik Foreign Minister Tal- 
bak Nazarov told reporters 
Saturday. 

No one has claimed res- 
ponsibility for foe attacks, 
which have been widely 
blamed on Islamist opposi- 
tion fighters. 

Tajikistan’s secular gov- 
ernment and the Islamist 
opposition signed on accord 
in Moscow last month 
aimed at ending four years 
of civil war. There have 
been no major clashes since 
foe ceasefire but sporadic 
attacks have raised fears of 
ftuther large-scale violence. 


More flee after Indonesia tribal riots 


JAKARTA (R) — More 
people have lied to safety in 
Indonesia's West Kaliman- 
tan province after tribal riot- 
ing this week sparked by a 
fight over a woman, but no 
violence was reported 
overnight, police and resi- 
dents said Saturday. 

"The situation 'is under 
control and there was no 
report of violence over- 
night." one policeman told 
Reuters. 

The policeman spoke 
from the coastal town of 
Singkawang. where people 
have taken refuge from foe 
riot area in ihe Sanggau 
Ledo district, 100 kilome- 
tres away. He said foe num- 
ber of refugees had 
increased, but declined to 
give further details. 

~ The riot was sparked 
Monday by a brawl between 
two groups of youths over a 


woman during a concert. 

Five people died, nine 
were injured and dozens of 
houses were burned during 
the disturbances which 
erupted after a man from 
Madura Island off the main 
island of Java reportedly 
stabbed two Dayak tribes- 
men in the stomach. The 
Dayaks are natives of 
Kalimantan province on 
Borneo Island. 

The Jakarta Post newspa- 
per said the number of peo- 
ple who fled to Singkawang 
rose to 5,678 as of Friday 
night from 2,680 Tuesday. It 
said most of foe refugees 
were people of the Maduran 
ethnic group. 

Residents in Singkawang 
said Saturday a curfew was 
still being imposed on there. 

Kompas newspaper said 
residents had complained of 
food shortages because of 


the flow of refugees. It said 
air force planes continued to 
evacuate people from the 
riot area to Pontianak, the 
provincial capital. 

Earlier, foe official Antara 
News Agency quoted 
Kalimantan’s military com- 
mander. Major-General 
Namoeri Anoem. as saying 
Thursday that six youths 
had been arrested on suspi- 
cion of starting foe distur- 
bances. 

Last week, a mob of 
mainly Muslim youths set 
buildings and churches 
ablaze in the West Java 
town of Tasikmalaya, ap- 
parently incensed by a 
report of police brutality 
towards some Muslim reli- 
gious teachers. 

Four people died and 15 
were injured in those riots. 


Rebels 


behead 5 


workers 


in Algeria 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
rebels beheaded five build- 
ing workers as they slept in 
a village in northern Alge- 
ria on New Year’s Eve, El 
Watan newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

It was a second night of 
horror for Douaouda vil- 
lage. 60 kilometres west of 
the capita] Algiers, within 
two months. 

In November the Liberte 
newspaper said more than 
20 rebels attacked Douaou- 
da, dragged 10 women and 
three children into foe 
Lroom ,of_ a house. and slit 
their throats, one by one. 

More than 80 civilians 
were reported killed in 
attacks by Muslim rebels 
across Algeria in Decem- 
ber, including 28 said by 
security forces to have 
been slaughtered in Dham- 
nia village, 120 kilometres 
southwest of Algiers, on 
Dec. 29. 

About 60,000 people 
have died in Algeria's vio- 
lence since early 1992 
when foe authorities can- 
celled a general election in 
which Islamists had taken a 
commanding lead. 

.Algeria’s prime minister 
said Saturday his country 
will invite observers from 
international organisations 
to monitor its general elec- 
tions planned for the firsr 
half of 1997. 

AhmAd Ouyahia, quoted 
by the official Algerian 
News Agency (APS) as 
addressing foe Transitional 
National Council (CNT). 
also said the government 
would soon set up an inde- 
pendent body to oversee 
the parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Algeria has been without 
an elected assembly since 
January 1 992 when the 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election in which Is- 
lamists had taken a com- 
manding lead. The cancel- 
lation sparked violence in 
which about 60.000 people 
have died in foe past five 
years. The CNT is an un- 
elected. officially-appoint- 
ed body which acts as a 
quasi-parliament. 

The outlawed radical 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), which took a com- 
manding lead in foe 1992 
election, is banned from 
competing for the elec- 
tions. But two legal Mus- 
lim fundamentalist groups, 
Namas and Nahda, are 
expect to field candidates 
in foe poll. 

The government invited 
scores of observers from 
foe United Nations, foe Or- 
ganisation of African Unity 
and Arab League to super- 
vise foe 1995 presidential 
election. 

President Liamine Zer- 
oual, who won the presi- 
dential poll.promised par- 
liamentary and local elec- 
tions in 1997 to complete 
building elected institu- 
tions. 


Yelisin, Kohl discuss NATO 


MOSCOW (R) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
Saturday became foe first 
Western leader to visit Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin since 
foe Russian leader's heart 
surgery last November. 

Russian Television 
showed Mr. Kohl, a person- 
al friend of foe 65-year-old 
president, arriving at Mo- 
scow's Vnukovo-2 govern- 
ment airport in a snow flur- 
ry- 

Mr. Kohl then flew by 
helicopter to foe Rus State 
Hunting Lodge, some 100 
kilometres west of the capi- 
tal, where his talks with Mr. 
Yeltsin were due to take 
place. 

Kremlin press spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky told 
Interfax News Agency that 
Mr. Yeltsin personally met 
Mr. Kohl at foe Rus helipad 
in a sign of the leaders’ 
warm relations. 

“I am glad, Helmut, that 
we are opening foe New 
Year’s international calen- 
dar with this meeting, with 
talks on issues of mutual 
interest to Germany and to 
Russia,” Mr. Yastrzhemb- 
sky quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
saying. 

German government 

spokesman Herbert 
Schmuelling said Friday foe 
future shape of foe Euro- 
pean security system would 
be foe main topic of three to 
four hours of discussions. 

Mr. Kohl will fly home 


after giving a news confer- 
ence. 

The chancellor will be 
hoping his warm personal 
relations with Mr. Yeltsin 
and foe dose ties Germany 
has with Russia — Bonn is 
Moscow’s biggest creditor 
— will help overcome foe 
Kremlin’s strong objections 
to foe enlargement of the 
Atlantic alliance. 

NATO foreign ministers 
agreed last month to issue 
invitations in July for foe 
first former Soviet Bloc 
countries to join foe al- 
liance, and at the same time 
establish relations giving 
Russia a role in shaping 
Europe’s defence arrange- 
ments. 

On Friday German De- 
fence Minister Volker 
Ruehe conferred with se- 
nior U.S. officials in Wa- 
shington to ensure that foe 
Western allies speak with 
one voice to Russia on 
NATO’s plans. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac is also due in Mos- 
cow later this month and 
President Bill Clinton plans 
to meet Yeltsin in the 
United States in March. 
British Prime Minister John 
Major has also been invited 
to Russia but a date is yet to 
be seL 

Western leaders hope Mr. 
Yeltsin’s return to foe 
Kremlin after months of ill 
health and convalescence 
will mean a more coordinat- 


ed and predictable stance 
from Russia. 

During Mr. Yeltsin’s long 
absence senior Russian offi- 
dals often made divergent 
statements about NATO's 
enlargement plans. 

Even before foe ailing Mr. 
Yeltsin dropped from public 
view just before winning 
foe final round of last July's 
presidential race, Russia’s 
relations with NATO had 
been overshadowed by do- 
mestic considerations as the 
president tried to woo na- 
tionalist voters. 

Western analysts say 
Russia has already recon- 
ciled itself to foe first wave 
of NATO enlargement — 
likely to include Hungary, 
Poland and foe Czech Re- 
public — but is taking a 
tough position in order to 
secure other concessions., 4 

There is a special personal 
chemistry between Mn 
Kohl and Mr Yeltsin. In 
September, Mr. Yeltsin in- 
vited foe German leader to 
take a brief Siberian holiday 
with him in 1997, promis- 
ing to share foe joys of the 
traditional Russian “banya” 
or steam bath. 

Apart from discussing 
NATO, Mr. Kohl may urge 
Mr. Yeltsin to push ahead 
with creating safer and 
more stable conditions to 
help overcome Western 
firms’ fears about investing 
in Russia. 


Taleban report advance north of Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Tale- 
ban-controlled Kabul Radio 
said Taleban forces had 
made gains in heavy fight- 
ing north of Kabul, killing 
at least six fighters and 
wounding 15. 

It said Taleban units had 
repelled an assault by oppo- 
sition forces loyal to ousted 
government military chief 
Ahmad Shah Masood and 
northern General Abdul Ra- 
sheed Dostum, and then 
launched a counter-attack. 

The Pakistan-based Af- 
ghan Islamic Press quoted a 
Taleban source in Kabul 
Friday as saying foe Tale- 
ban had lost four dead in the 


clashes, which broke a rela- 
tive lull of a few days. 

The source said the Tale- 
ban captured at least 10 op- 
position fighters and seized 
several military posts in the 
Dosaraka area, near Bagram 
Air Base, about 50 kilome- 
tres north of Kabul. 

The two sides were still 
exchanging artillery fire 
well after nightfall, the 
source said. 

In foe capital itself, foe 
radio said Taleban patrols had 
been enforcing strict rules 
against amusements Friday, 
foe Muslim holy day. and 
punishing violators. 

It said unspecified Islamic 


Sharia Law punishments 
had been given to people 
caught flying kites, releas- 
ing homing pigeons, watch- 
ing dog-fights or cock- 
fights, or playing games 
with eggs. 

The Taleban administra- 
tion’s Department for Pro- 
moting Good and Fi ghtin g 
Evil warned Thursday that 
it would ensure Kabul citi- 
zens stopped work to per- 
form their Islamic prayers 
five times a day in the city's 
mosques. 

The Taleban. who seized 
Kabul on Sept. 27, have en- 
forced a strict Islamic code 
across much of Afghanistan. 


France says 2 soldiers killed 


in Central Africa clashes 


PARIS (R) — Two French soldiers were 
killed in the Central African Republic 
Saturday after overnight protests by civil- 
ians who stoned French positions in foe 
capital Bangui, the French government 
announced. 

The Defence Ministry condemned “foe 
cowardly murder of two French soldiers on 
’he morning of Jan. 4” and said they had 
ocen working for a committee set up by 
four African leaders to negotiate a truce. 

"France reiterates its support for foe 
action of this committee of African heads of 
state and will not tolerate such attacks 
against its soldiers, who are working for 
peace and democracy," it said in a state- 
ment. 

A spokesman for foe ministry said be bad 
no more information on foe killings. 

Earlier reports said French troops and 
Central African Republic army mutineers 
clashed in Bangui Saturday after the 
overnight protests. One unconfirmed report 
said one civilian had been killed. 

Witnesses said French troops, wiio inter- 


vened in an earlier army revolt in May to 
keep President Ange-Felix Patasse in 
power, had deployed tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers in the city centre and 
were fired at by mutineers. 

One report said French troops fired tear 
gas in foe air to disperse civilian supporters 
of foe mutineers, who tried overnight to 
advance down Avenue Boganda. which 
leads ro the city centre from southern sub- 
urbs controlled by foe rebels. 

Witnesses said mutineers then mingled 
with foe civilian protesters to fire at sand- 
bagged French positions in foe avenue, foe 
capital’s main thoroughfare. 

The Central African Republic, one of the 
world’s poorest nations, has suffered three 
army mutinies this year. They began over 
pay but have turned into a campaign to oust 
Mr. Patasse, a civilian elected in 1993 after 
the advent of multi-party politics. Mr. 
Patasse has refused to stand down. 

France has an estimated 2,000 troops sta- 
tioned under a defence pacr with the former 
French colony. 


Suu Kyi 


vows to * 


struggle 


for Burma 


democracy 


RANGOON (R) — Bur- 
mese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi marked 
the nation’s 49th anniver- 
sary' of independence Sa- 
turday with a vow to step 
up efforts to bring democ- 
racy to Burma despite res- 
trictions on her and her 
supporters. 

“We are going to contin- 
ue with foe work we have 
set out for ourselves, which 
is to achieve democracy for 
Burma,” said Ms. Suu Kyi, 
daughter of General Aung 
San who was killed just as 
he was finalising details of 
Burma’s independence 
from Britain. 

“My father did not give 
up his life that Burma 
might be crushed under foe 
mili tary’s boot," Ms. Suu 
Kyi told a news conference 
at an independence day cel- 
ebration at her house. 

“He gave up his life that 
Burma might be free 
...because he thought that 
only in a free Burma would 
people be able to realise 
their full potential. We are 
confident that without de- 
mocracy, Burma can never 
be foe kind of country, that 
foe fathers of independence 
envisaged,” she said. 

The ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC), in a surprise 
move, allowed Ms. Suu 
Kyi and her National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) party to hold the 
celebration at her residence 
— the first major gathering 
allowed at the Nobel Peace 
laureate's home since an 
NLD congress last May. 

For foe past month Ms. 
Suu Kyi has been under 
close scrutiny and virtually 
confined to her house as 
the military government 
restricted her movements 
rand visitors in foe wake of 
a, series of student street 
demonstrations and bomb- 
ings in the capitaL 

Some diplomats attend- 
ing foe function expressed 
surprise that it was allowed 
to take place, saying it 
could be an effort by foe 
SLORC to show it was 
willing to make some com- 


promisjs. 

The celebration, attended 
by about 1,500 NLD mem- 
bers and other invited 
guests, took place in a 
thatched-roof meeting hall 
in Ms. Suu Kyi’s com- 
pound and included 
speeches by top NLD offi- 
cials and a political. song 
competition. 

“We, foe NLD, firmly be- 
lieve that there is no other 
way except dialogue to 
solve foe political, econo- 
mic and social problems 
which foe people face to- 
day,” the NLD said, in an 
independence day state- 
ment 

In contrast, a government 
ceremony to mark indepen- 
dence included a message 
from SLORC Chairman 
General Than Sbwe that 
said Burma was progress- 
ing well but warned citi- 
zens of internal and exter- 
nal efforts to distort) the 
nation's peace. 

Although Ms. Suu Kyi 
said she appreciated foe 
fact foe SLORC allowed 
guests and the media to 
pass through barricades 
blocking access to her 
street to attend foe celebra- 
tion, she blasted the gov- 
ernment for its restrictive 
measures and repeated 
crackdowns on the democ- 
racy movement. 

“I am being kept, under 
wrongful restraint, 4 ’ said 
Ms. Suu Kyi, who. was 
released from six years of 
house arrest in July 1995. 

“We have a list of politi- 
cal prisoners taken over the 
past two months and this is 
now well over 100,; and 1 
think the numbers are go- 
ing to go up,” she said. “A 
little bit more cooptation 
on the side of foe authori- 
ties would mean a lot of 
cooperation on our side. 

She said the ’ NLD 
planned to recruit new 
members this year, despite 
a 1991 law banning politi- 
cal parties from increasing 
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Washington decries 
Damascus bombing 
as ’terrorist attack’ 


WASHINGTON (R> — The 
United States, responding to 
Syrian complaints, on Fri- 
day condemned a bus bomb- 
ing in Damascus as a “ter- 
rorist attack" and offered 
condolences to the victims' 
families. 

But the State Department 
continued to criticise Syria 
for accusing Israel of com- 
plicity in Tuesday's bomb- 
ing, which killed nine peo- 
ple and wounded 44. 

“The United States con- 
demns this 'terrorist attack 
against innocent people. 
And there is every reason to 
believe that rhese were inno- 
cent people on that bus — 
civilians who ought not have 
to fear for their lives when 
they travel around the city of 
Damascus,'’ department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

“And the United States 
extends our condolences to 
the families of the victims. 
The United States would 
have made this statement 
yesterday, had we known 
about the incident in any 
ldnd of detail,'' he said. 

But on Syria's continued 
charges that Israel was 
responsible for the attack, 
Mr. Bums said: “It is not 
wise for any government to 
accuse another government 
of an act of terrorism with- 
out a foundation of evidence 
to support iL” 

“The United States is not 
aware of any evidence what- 
soever that would link the 
Israeli government ... to the 
bomb attack of a couple of 
days ago ... or the other 
bombings in Damascus,” he 
said. 

He also stressed the Israeli 
government had condemned 


the bombing and denied any 
involvement. 

Syria earlier rej'ected a 
U.S. warning on Thursday 
against blaming Israel and 
said the previous U.S- state- 
ment lacked sympathy for 
the families of the victims 
and disregarded Syrians’ 
feelings. 

Mr. Bums said on Thurs- 
day the United States could 
not confirm a Syrian report 
that Israeli agents planted 
the bus-bomb and warned 
Damascus against making 
“wild and irresponsible” 
statements without evi- 
dence. 

In that initial reaction, he 
did not condemn the attack 
— as Washington routinely 
does in cases ir considers 
terrorism — or express 
sympathy for the victims' 
families. 

On Friday, Mr. Bums 
explained his initial remarks 
were based only on news 
reports. “We didn’t know 
exactly what had happened. 

We didn't know if anyone 
had been killed or if anyone 
had been wounded ... we 
had no independent infor- 
mation from the government 
of Syria,” he said. 

Subsequently, however, 
U.S. and Syrian officials had 
been in contact, including a 
call on Friday between Mr. 
Burns and the Syrian ambas- 
sador to Washington. 

Mr. Bums refused to spec- 
ulate on Syria’s motives for 
laying blame for the attack 
on Israel. But the fault-find- 
ing is. worrying to the Clin- 
ton administration which 
laboured hard over the past 
four years to negotiate peace 
between Israel and Syria. 


Clinton is seen extending 
panel on Gulf war disease 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton will 
likely announce on Tues- 
day a decision to extend a 
presidential commission 
investigating illnesses 
afflicting U.S. troops who 
fought in the 1991 Gulf 
war, an administration offi- 
cial said. 

The panel submined its 
report to Mr. Clinton on 
Dec. 31 and he has been 
reviewing it while on vaca- 
tion on the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. The report is due to 
be made public on Tuesday. 

A U.S. Official told 
Reuters on Friday that 
members of the panel 
would be asked to continue 
their work, although this 
was not intended as a criti- 
cism of the defence depart- 
ment. 

“1 think ir will be extend- 
ed a bit, but it is in no way 
intended to impugn the 
integrity of the Pentagon," 
the official said. 

The official, who asked 
not to be identified, said 
members of the panel 
included some Pentagon 
officials and the committee 
was working “hand in 
glove" with military’ offi- 
cials investigating wide- 
spread complaints by Gulf 
war veterans of illnesses 
that many feared were 
linked to exposure to bio- 
logical and chemical 
weapons. 

The Pentagon has said it 


has found no common 
cause of the illnesses and 
there is no evidence of U.S. 
deaths or injuries, from 
chemical agents or Iraqi 
use of' them against U.S. 
Forces. 

But it also said in October 
it was notifying about 
20,000 Gulf war veterans 
that they might have been 
exposed to chemical 
weapons when U.S. troops 
destroyed the Khamisiyah 
weapons dump in southern 
Iraq in March 1991. 

The health and human 
services and veterans 
affairs departments have 
been reviewing the panel’s 
report. 

“It's safe to say it merits 
ftirther inquiry’,'’ the official 
said. 

A House of Representa- 
tives sab-committee chair- 
man said on Dec. 24 he 
feared the White House 
panel had not consulted 
enough sources outside the 
government, rendering its 
report “practically mean- 
ingless.” 

Representative Christo- 
pher Shays, a Connecticut 
Republican whose subcom- 
mittee has held hearings on 
the mysterious illnesses, 
said he had seen drafts of 
the report and it relied too 
much on official sources 
that found no link between 
the illnesses and biological 
or chemical weapons. 


Egypt disowns letter bombs 


(Continued from page 1) 

tions. Government security 
officials said Saturday that 
Egypt has asked the U.S. 
government for the 
envelopes that carried the 
bombs to check if the 
stamps and postmarks were 
authentic. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

U.S. investigators are 
pursuing a theory that the 
bomb-laden cards were 
mailed by followers of a 
radical Egyptian sheikh. 
Omar Abdul Rahman. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
and nine of his followers 
were convicted in 1995 of 
seditious conspiracy and 
other charges related to a 
plot to blow up New York 
buildings. The cleric also 
was convicted of plotting to 
assassinate Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. He is 


serving a life sentence. 

Three of the men convict- 
ed with the sheikh are 
inmates at the federal 
prison in Leavenworth, 
Kansas, where two of the 
letter bombs were found. 

A third letter *bomb — 
also addressed to the 
"parole officer" at the 
prison — was found Friday 
at the Leavenworth post 
office. The other five letter 
bombs went to A1 Hayat. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said on Friday that Wash- 
ington had contacted the 
Egyptian government and 
had "its full cooperation." 

The State Department has 
also advised its embassies 
and consulates abroad to 
review their security mea- 
sures. particularly mail and 
package screening proce- 
dures. Mr. Bums said. 



REACHING OUT: The father of a wounded Palestinian boy reaches out Saturday to shake hands with 
Israeli army officer Avi Busloca in Hebron. The officer jumped on Noam Friedman, an Israeli soldier who 
opened fire on Palestinians and wounded six in the Hebron marketplace on Jan. 1, and prevented him 
from wounding more (AFP photo) 


Iraq again fingers Iran in attack on Uday 

Iraq sees belter U.S. ties 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) — Iraq has accused Iran 
of sheltering those responsible for wounding the son of 
President Saddam Hussein and asked the United Nations for 
help in forcing Tehran to hand over the perpetrators. 

Uday Hussein, 32, was shot by gunmen on Dec. 12 while 
driving his luxury car in a prosperous area of Baghdad. He 
has since been shown on television from his hospital bed 
and said four bullets were still lodged in his body. 

In a letter to the Security Council, released on Friday, 
Iraq’s Foreign Minister Mohammad A1 Sahaf noted that the 
A1 Dawah exile party had claimed responsibility for the 
attack. The party, he said, was based in Iran. 

Another Iraqi opposition group, not mentioned in his let- 
ter. has also claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Mr. Sahaf asked the U.N. secretary-general's office to 
“intervene with the government of Iran and urge it to hand 
over the perpetrators of this crime so that they may be tried 
and punished." 

“Alternatively Iran itself may try them in accordance with 
the rules of international law concerning terrorist activi- 
ties.” he said 

Uday himself, a few days after the assassination attempt, 
blamed Iran for the attack. Officials from Tehran have 
denied the charge. 

Neither the United Nations nor the Security Council is 
expected to respond to the Iraqi request. But the letter serves 
to put Iraq’s accusation on record at the United Nations. 

The attack was at least the third attempt on the life of 
Uday' Hussein, who owns the country's most influential 
newspaper and a popular television station. In the govern- 
ment. he carries the title of chairman of Iraq's Olympic 
Committee. 

An outspoken figure in Baghdad, he is believed to have 
made many enemies. He was briefly exiled from Iraq in 
19SS for killing his father's bodyguard. 


Iraq and the United States, at loggerheads since the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, will take their fust steps towards 
normalising relations in 1997, an official Iraqi daily predict- 
ed Saturday. 

"President (Bill) Clinton and his experts are studying 
alternative ways to deal with Iraq." the government news- 
paper A1 Jumhorivah said. 

“The year 1997 will see the first steps towards normalisa- 
tion with the United States and this will translate into a 
resumption of American trade activity with Iraq. 

“The authoritisation given by the United States to its oil 
companies to buy Iraqi crude and the removal of its agents 
and collaborators from northern Iraq clearly show that 
(Washington) is leaning towards normalisation with Bagh- 
dad.” it said. 

The United States headed the multinational coalition 
which dislodged Iraqi troops from Kuwait in February 
1991. Iraq severed diplomatic relations with the United 
States shortly after the start of the Gulf war. 

Al Jumhoriyah said it expects in 1997 to see “Washington 
give the Security Council greater freedom to decide on lift- 
ing the (economic) embargo’’ imposed on Iraq for its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The U.N. Security Council decided Tuesday to maintain 
international sanctions against Iraq for failing to comply 
with U.N. resolutions. 

The 1 5-member Security Council reviews the matter 
every two months. 

The sanctions review does not affect an oil-for-food 
arrangement which began in December and is enables Iraq 
to export limited quantities of oil in return for humanitarian 
supplies. 


Jordan is confident of future, Kabariti tells Ajloun residents 

(Continued from page 1) 


prime minister. These 
included more water sup- 
plies. roads and housing 
schemes, and a request to 
consider loans given to the 


farmers by the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation as 

grants, especially chose 

farmers whose lands were 
damaged bv snowstorms 
in 1993. 

Accompanying Mr. Kab- 


ariti on the, visit were the 
ministers of public works 
and housing, post and com- 
munications. water and irri- 
gation, municipal and rural 
affairs and the environ- 
ment, health, culture and 
vouth. 


Before addressing the 
rally Mr. Kabariti inaugu- 
rated the new premises of 
the governor’s offices and 
listened to the governor 
outlining the general, 
social and economic situa- 
tion in the Ajloun region. 


Arafat: Israel must make further commitments 


(Continued from page 1) 

National Authority. 

“We are calling for a clear 
commitment by the Israelis not 
only in principle, but also on the 
dates and the schedule and the 
timing that have been clearly 
specified in the interim agree- 
ment.’’ Mr. Shaath added 

Marathon efforts by Mr. Den- 
nis Ross had raised the 
prospects of on accord on 
Hebron by the New Year, but 
hopes were fading on Saturday 
for a quick agreement. 

Mr. Ross told reporters late 
Friday that “serious efforts” 
were still needed, as ru-o sides 
also face disagreement on secu- 
rity measures for Hebron's 
Ibrahimi Mosque. 

But the U.S. envoy came 
under criticism from the Pales- 
tinians on Saturday who said he 
was partial to the Israelis. 

"We are facing big problems 
in the negotiations, from the 

Israeli side and sometimes from 
the American sponsor, who 
want it believed that we are 
responsible for stalled negotia- 
tions and that we are creating 


new problems.” Mr. Shaath told 
reporters. 

“Most of the time, they (the 
Americans l adopt a position 
that is close to the Israelis 1 , 
which makes it difficult to reach 
an accord, ” he said 

Mr. Arafat also rejected 
Israeli charges that he was mak- 
ing new demands which were 
complicating an agreement on 
Hebron.“The delay over signing 
an accord on Hebron is not 
because of Palestinian hard- 
headedness or a desire to raise 
new issues not included'' in the 
1995 accord 

The shooting rampage by an 
Israeli soldier that injured six 
Palestinians in a Hebron market 
on Wednesday has boosted Mr. 
Arafat's demands that the city's 
Palestinian population be better 
protected from Jewish extrem- 
ists. But Mr. Netanyahu also is 
facing opposition from right- 
wing elements in his own gov- 
ernment to get stringent security 
guarantees for 400 Jewish set- 
tlers living in an enclave among 
Hebron's 120,000 Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu is facing 
growing political pressure with 


seven out of 18 cabinet minis- 
ters saying they are against the 
Hebron accord 
In theory, Mr. Netanyahu 

could be left with a minority 

government, but this is unlikely 
since he could form a new cabi- 
net and has already warned he 
would seek a coalition with the 
opposition Labour Party if he 
did rtot get support within his 
own ranks. Jewish settlers 

sparked new Palestinian anger 
on Friday when they occupied a 
West Bard: hilltop. The settlers 
agreed to remove the seven 
mobile homes from the site on 
Sunday, in exchange for a meet- 
ing the same day with Israeli 
government officials. 

In Washington, Stare Depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas 

Bums rejected suggestions that 
the Palestinians were to blame 
for the failure this week to con- 
clude the Hebron accord 
"It takes two to tango, and 
both are responsible. So we’re 
not pointing the finger at the 
Palestinians or at the Israelis 
and saying that one or the other 
has more responsibility than the 
other to make an agreement.” 


Mr. Bums told a news briefing. 

In Cairo, the Arab League 
accused Israel on Saturday of 
plotting to triple the number of 
Jewish sealers in occupied terri- 
tories to half a million by 2000 
with a budget of $4 billion. 

Ahmad Ben Helli. adviser to 
the league's secretary general 
for Arab affairs, told reporters 
thar the pan-Arab organisation 
had obtained a report proving 
the ex i stance of a “terrible 
Israeli plot’’ to dramatically 
increase the number of settlers. 

The Israeli government has 
designated S4 billion to this 
plot,” Mr. Helli said 

He said the number of Jewish 
settlers on the Golan Heights 
will increase from 13.000 to 
25,000. 

Mr. Helli called on “Arab 
countries and the international 
community to give all support 1 
possible to Arab citizens on the 
Go Jan. West Bank and (Pales- 
tinian) autonomous territories 
against this dangerous settle- 
ment policy.” 

He said die settlements are “a 
time bomb that will torpedo the 
peace process.” 


Trade fair opening delayed 


(Continued from page 12) 

hope for economic benefits 
of the peace process while 
he continues to refuse to 
acknowledge and respect 
Palestinian rights. 

The government asserts 
that trade fairs, whether 
Israeli or otherwise, are the 
affairs of the private sector 
and points out that the Jor- 
danian-Israeli peace treaty 


provides for trade ties 
between the two countries. 
As such, officials say. the 
government has left it to the 
private sector to do whatev- 
er it finds fir to develop 
trade with Israel. 

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade said early this 
month that it had issued 
neither a permit nor a 
refusal for the event, which, 
it added, was beyond its 


realm and jurisdiction any- 
way. 

An unsigned editorial in 
the mass-circulation Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily on Satur- 
day called on the govern- 
ment to cancel the event. 

"Despite the public oppo- 
sition and outrage against 
the exhibition, the organis- 
ers are going ahead with the 
event.” it noted, adding that 
the government’s stand on 
the issue was not under- 
standable because it was 


the final authority in the 
country. 

L The government can ban 
a book from circulating in 
the country, it can ban gath- 
erings and can prevent jour- 
. nalisL? from entering the 
country," said the editorial. 
“Why can't it prevent the 
exhibition from going 
ahead?” it said, adding that 
"a government decision to 
cancel the event would put 
an end to the controversy.” 


Israel continues air 
raids on S. Lebanon 


SIDON (Agencies) : — 
Israeli warplanes fired mis- 
siles ai suspected guerrilla 
bases in southern Lebanon 
■on Saturday after militiamen 
attacked an Israeli patrol, 
security officials said. There 
were no immediate reports 
of casualties. 

The raids came a day after 
Israeli jets staged a dozen 
bombing runs in retaliation 
for a guerrilla attack on 
three Israeli army outposts 
in South Lebanon. Two 
Israeli soldiers and three 
guerrillas were, reported 
wounded in Friday’s fight- 
ing. 

Saturday’s raids came just 
15 minutes after HizboUah 
guerrillas raked an 
armoured Israeli patrol near 
the Lebanese-Israeli border 
with rocket and machine- 
gun fire, the security offi- 
cials said. 

A HizboUah statement 
said the guerrillas scored 
"direct hits' 1 in the attack on 
the ■ 15-member Israeli 
patrol. 

In Israel, the military said 
there were no Israeli casual- 
ties as a result of the attack. 

Israeli warplanes resp- 


onded with three bombing 
runs starting at 2 p.m. (1200 
GMT) on suspected Hizbol- 
lah hideouts in villages in 
the highlands of Iqlim Al 
T uff ah, according to the 
militia and the security offi- 
cials. 

The warplanes fired two 
air- to- surface missiles in 
each sortie, they said. 

Witnesses said HizboUah 
guerrillas fired at least one 
surface-to-air missile at the 
raiding jets, but no hits were 
reported. 

All spoke on condition 
their names not be used. 

HizboUah is fighting to 
drive Israeli forces out of 
Lebanon. 

HizboUah. meanwhile, 
said it launched two attacks 
against Israeli forces in the 
central part of the occupied 
zone on Saturday, firing 
machine guns and anti-tank 
rockets at a 15-member 
army patrol. 

The group said it also 
shelled a main access road 
in the central part of zone, 
with security sources in the 
area confirming that about 
1 5 sheUs had landed. 


Ministers head for Iraq Jan. 8 

(Continued from page 1 1 


Abul Ragheb visits Bagh- 
dad. Dr. Muasher said, 
adding technical experts 
were finalising the deal: 

“Meanwhile a team of 
Jordanian businessmen left 
for Baghdad on Friday to 
discuss export orders under 
Iraq's oil-for-food deal with 
the United Nations as well 
as outside the deal, officials 
said. 

“The visit is a continua- 
tion of contacts between 
the Jordanian private sector 
on the one hand and the 
Iraqi government and busi- 
nessmen on the other,” said 
a source at the Amm an 
Chamber of Industry, 
whose President, Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan, is leading the 
delegation. 

“The delegation will dis- 
cuss issues that were raised 
during the visit of the min- 
isterial team last week and 
focus on areas where the 
private sector is involved,” 
added the source, who did 
not want to be identified. 

Dr. Muasher said Friday 
he was “not aware of any 
problem” holding up the 
renewing of the oil agree- 
ment, which is tied With the 
trade protocol. He said 
“certain technical details” 
remained to be sorted out in 
the agreement. 

“Technical experts from 
the two sides are working 
on the details," he said. 

Iraqi newspapers said 
Thursday that Mr. Abul 
Ragheb and Mr. Lawzi 


“will continue calks begun 
by the first ministerial dele- 
gation on trade relations'' 
and on how much crude oil 
Jordan will import.” 

Dr. Dabbas, foe energy 
minister, said in Baghdad 
last week that Iraq had 
agreed to increase by seven 
per cent its supply of oil to 
Jordan. That will mean 4.5 
million tonnes of crude oil 
and oil derivatives in 1997. 

Iraq supplies all of Jor- 
dan’s oil needs by trucking 
50,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) of crude and 20,000 
to 25,000 bpd of fuel oil to 
foe Kingdom’s only refin- 
ery at Zarqa- 

The Iraqi oil exports to 
Jordan are exempr from the 
United Nations economic 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
following the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Awad, the finance 
minister, said in Baghdad 
last week that Jordanian 
private sector companies 
had secured Iraqi export 
orders worth SI 20 million 
under foe oil-for-food 
agreement signed by Bagh- 
dad and foe United Nations. 

The official protocol cov- 
ers $220 million worth of 
Jordanian goods and ser- 
vices and is directly tied to 
the bilateral oil agreement. 

It has no bearing on foe oil- 
for-food deal. 

Business deals secured by 
Jordanian businessmen 
under direct arrangements 
made with foe Iraqi govern- 
ment are also not covered 
by foe protocol. 


Damascus death toll goes up 

(Continued from page 1) 


and those who commit 
them. 

Mr. Musa expressed his 
hope that “stability reigns 
in Syria because such acts 
open foe door to numerous 
ripostes and reactions.” 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Al Hariri, echoing 
Syrian charges, blamed 
Israel for the bomb blast. 

Mr. Hariri, after meeting 
French President Chirac in 
Paris, told reporters: “Obvi- 
ously. what happened in 
Damascus is a crime. 
Lebanon condemns 

iL.Jsrael is behind (foe 
blast).” 

He did not elaborate. 

The United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) denounced the 
bombing and said foe inci- 
dent would not affect 


Syria’s commitment for 
peace. 

The official Emirates 
News Agency (WAM) 
quoted a foreign ministry 
official as saying foe explo- 
sion was an “unjustified 
terrorist act.” 

“The UAE strongly 
denounces this criminal 
incident and condemns 
such terrorist acts and 
aggression on foe lives of 
innocent civilians,” he 
said 

“The UAE expresses full 
solidarity with foe people 
and government of Syria 
and is confident that such 
subversive actions will not 
affect Syria’s firm position 
and commitment for a just 
and comprehensive peace 
based on foe international 
laws and foe principle of 
land for peace.” 


Rebels reject Fujimori’s stand 

(Continued from page 1) 


days of extended negotia- 
tions. 

Red Cross chief Michel 
Minnig. who has been acting 
as mediator in foe standoff, 
did not appear at the resi- 
dence compound, nor did 
Archbishop Juan Luis .Cipri- 
ani — who appears to have 
brokered some hostage 
releases. The two sides were 
likely deciding on their next 
step, said Cynthia McClin- 
tock, a Peru specialist with 
George Washington Univer- 
sity in Washington, DC. 


“My sense is that for all the 
practical reasons, Mr. Fuji- 
mori has got to get out of 
this without bloodshed- This 
is not easy," she said in a 
telephone interview. “It’s a 
lot to expect for foe gov- 
ernment and Tupac Amaru to 
make (negotiating) decisions 
in a matter of hours.” 
Japan, which has given 
more than $756 million in 
grams and loans to Peru in 
five years, has insisted that 
foe hostages' safety must 
remain foe top priority while 
Peru's military is reportedly 
eager to use force. 
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Terror must not win 

.IORDAN'S CONDEMNATION of the ter- 
rorist attack on a Syrian bus on New 
Year's Eve that resulted in the death and 
injury of 50 innocent civilians was swift 
and appropriate. Both His Royal Highness 
Crow n Prince Hassan and Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti expressed Jordan's 
strong condemnation of the heinous act 
against innocent Syrians. Prince Hassan 
said in a cable to President Hafez Assad 
that Jordanians “felt outrage and repul- 
sion over the criminal act that has target- 
led innocent lives." 

Prime Minister Kabariti aptly added that 
Jordan viewed its own security as affected 
whenever any part of the Arab Nation is 
threatened. Whatever harms Syria hurts 
Jordan as well, the prime minister said in 
a cable of condolences to his Syrian coun- 
terpart Mahmoud A1 Zoubi. 

This expression of solidarity with Syria 
emanates from the deep belief that Jordan 
and Syria share a common destiny and any 
act that disturbs the security and stability 
of one naturally affects the security and 
stability of the other. 

Terrorism anywhere in the region can 
only contribute to a volatile situation that 
threatens to explode any moment. While 
we find it very difficult to point the finger 
at any party at this stage, the possible 
culprits are feV'. It is well-known that cer- 
tain countries accuse Syria of supporting 
certain groups of terrorists and any of 
those countries might either want to get 
revenge or destabilise the security of Syria. 
But terrorism w ill not pay. It can only trig- 
ger a cycle of revenge and counter- revenge, 
which is the thing the enemies of peace 
savour most. 

We trust therefore that Syria, while seek- 
ing to sw iftly bring to justice those respon- 
sible for the cowardly attack, will refrain 
from taking any action that would aggra- 
vate the situation. When those responsible 
are brought to the fore it becomes the 
responsibility of the international commu- 
nity to censure the guilty party. 

Terrorism never paid and will never do. 
And no matter what grievances some 
might cite to legitimise it, it is an evil that 
must be fought by all means and all people. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


\ W W1TR loi \l Ra’i Saturday said that the efforts of 
ihe l S. en\,»\ in 1 1 to Middle East are not sufficient to 
end Ihe tension and achieve j lasting peace. Mahmoud 
Kim.iwi said lhul Dennis Rons has been talking to the 
Palestinians and the Israelis bul not taking a firm stand 
onp the Israelis from committing criminal acts like 
the one which occurred in Hebron. Washington cun and 
should put .in end to Israel's provocations that threaten 
tiic whole peace process and stop Israel from maintain- 
ing its sculcincnts which aiy the root cause of all ten- 
sion. demanded the writer. Furthermore, he said, since 
the beginning of I l, U7. Israel has been active in creating 
iension not only in Palestine, through the settlers, but 
also in S\ ru. through its agents who arc behind the bus 
explosion in Damascus, and against Lebanon, in the 
t. Tin ot an raids. The writer said that no peace can be 
eslnev ed in a tense atmosphere and us long as the Israeli 
government is encouraging the settlers to pursue their 
aggression against the Palestinians, as long as this gov- 
ernment continues in build settlements oil .Arab-owned 
laud’* and as long as the Jewish state pursues its aggres- 
sion oil the Arab states in different forms and moans, the 
peace process divs not stand a chance. 

\ W KITIiK tor \l Dust our discussed the one-person, 
one-tote election system and said that the government 
realises th.it ihe majority of the people in Jordan rejects 
this s\ sieiii which came as a temporary law in 1993. 
Saleh Oallab said that this .system is not fair and does 
not v.ner to the requirements of the democratic process 
but. icgivltably. the government is holding on to this 
obsolete stem. It is not a shame for the govern rhenr to 
retreat from its position and it is not late to do that and 
to respond to the desires of the public and respond to 
the requirements of true democracy, said the writer. He 
'.iid that it is a mystery to see the government insist on 
the present system, against the desires and aspirations 
of the Jordanians w ho. if asked iu a general referendum, 
iv ii! definitely express their rejection of this system out- 
right. The writer said perhaps the gov emment had intro- 
duced the one-person, one-vote system in order to 
ensure that parliament approves the peace treaty with 
Israel. Now that the treaty has been ratified and is in 
force, there can be no reason for procrastination and for 
tins svstem to exist anymore. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Bv Dr. Fahed Fanek 


It is time to end the welfare state 


IN JORDAN'S overall economic policy an irrevocable 
decision has been made to put to rest the policy of across- 
the-abroad subsidies which means offering a commodity 
or a service for the general public at less than its econom- 
ic com. 

From now on. the possible and acceptable subsidy is that 
which is temporary in nature and targeted specifically to 
the needy, which are estimated to form 20 per cent of the 
population, or 900,000 persons in 140.000 families, and 
which, with some effort, could be identified. 

Looking at both the previous and the present subsidies, 
we find that by far the most important, and sensitive, is the 
bread subsidy. Since the government finally got the 
courage to deal with the bread subsidy, notwithstanding 
the difficulty of such a decision or its high political and 
social costs, it becomes evident that the government will 
not hesitate to abolish all remaining forms of generalised 
subsidies, be they related to fodder, university fees, price 
of water or cement, or any other commodity. 

Some of our university student did not yet realise this 
simple fact; they demonstrated against rising fees, which 


represent less than one third of the actual cost of their edu- 
cation. Their action is like swimming hard against the 
trend. It is doomed to fail. What can be accepted and jus- 
tified from now on is support for no more than 20 per cent 
of the students, who come from poor families and conse- 
quently cannot afford the fees. The rest of the students, 
especially those who drive fine cars, should pay for their 
high education. They have no right to continue to be a bur- 
den on the society, which has other priorities to worry 
about. 

If it is true that the government is in the process of reduc- 
ing the price of bread by 10 per cent, as of this month, it 
should be clear that such decrease is taken in recognition 
of the reduction of prices of wheat in the world market. It 
is definitely. not taken out of pity for the consumers. 

Bread price reduction is not, and should not be present- 
ed as, a favour granted to the people. It is simply a right, 
as much as paying the high prices of bread during the last 
five months was a duty. Raising the price of bread last 
August, due to higher cost of imported wheat, was not an * 
offence directed at people. Likewise, the lowering ot bread 


prices due to a decline of prices in in «e™tional motets is 

not a favour but an acknowledgement of a market tact. 

It is high time to inform our people that the era ot wel- 
fare state is over. Consumers should realise that they can- 
n* continue to be a burden for the government until such 
time when Jordan becomes an oil-exporting country. 

the past, the Jordanian government used to distribute 
favours right and left. They were financed by external 
loans and Arab and foreign aid and grants. sources 

have dried up. Whatever the government may provide now 
is mostly at the expense of the taxpayers. Under these cir- 
cumstances. we cun tolerate helprng the poor and the 
needv, but not everybody. 

He who prov.Jes subsidies from his own money is free 
to do it as he pleases and earn our thanks, but he who 
wants to subsidise by using public funds and Taxpayers 
money should be held accountable. 

Let us face iL Subsidies in the Third World are used as 
political tools to buy loyalty and consent, tr is a form of 
corruption. It belongs to the pasL Loud voices and demon- 
strations to perpetuate corruption will not work. 


Ireland: The inner play 


By Gwynne Dyer 

'*/ haw never been at an 
IRA meeting when Loyalist 
violence was seriously dis- 
cussed as a problem. The 
IRA actually like it. They 
believe that any shot fired 
by a Loyalist destabilises 
society and erodes the fab- 
ric of authority. And if inno- 
cent Catholics get killed, 
the Proves aren't both- 
ered. " 

WHAT WAS predicted in 
October by Sean 
O’Callaghan, a former 
senior officer in the 
Provisional Irish 

Republican Army (IRA or 
“Proves") now serving a 
life sentence in prison, has 
now come to pass. He 
believed that the IRA, hav- 
ing abandoned its own 
ceasefire, would go to any 
lengths to provoke the 
“Loyalists", the Protestant 
para-militaries of Northern 
Ireland, to return to terrorist 
violence as well. And now 
they have succeeded. 

The IRA. the oldest and 
perhaps the most calculat- 
ing guerrilla organisation 


on the planet, has been set- 
ting off bombs in England 
ever since it broke its 17- 
month ceasefire last 
February, but the Loyalist 
paramilitaries, its Protestant 
counterparts, had refused to 
take the bait. So in October, 
the IRA started bombing 
again in Northern Ireland 
itself, exploding a pair of 
huge car bombs at the 
British army headquarters 
at Lisburn. 

One British soldier was 
killed, but Loyalist self-dis- 
cipline held, so the IRA 
planted another massive 
car-bomb outside the head- 
quarters in Londonderry on 
Nov. 21. That one was 
found and defused, and still 
the Loyalist ceasefire 
remained intact. It was 
beginning to pose a serious 
public relations problem for 
the IRA: if the Protestants 
did not murder people too, 
the IRA would start to look 
unreasonable. 

Which is why on Dec. 
20. IRA gunmen attacked a 
Protestant politician. Nigel 
Dodds, as he and his wife 
were visiting their son in 
the intensive care ward of 


the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children in Belfast. The 
ERA later claimed that the 
target of the attack had been 
Dodd's police guards, but 
that hardly changed the fact 
that it deliberately chose a 
children’s hospital to max- 
imise the sense of outrage 
among Protestants. 

This time, the provoca- 
tion worked. On Dec. 22. 
one of the Protestant para- 
militaries t whether the 
Lister Volunteer Force or 
the Uteter Freedom 
Fighters is not yet clear) 
planted a small bomb under 
the car of Eddie Copeland, 
a leading IRA supporter in 
Belfast 

It was the smallest 
counter-attack they could 
organise: tightly focused on 
a “legitimate target" and 
using such a small amount 
of explosive that Copeland 
survived (though with seri- 
ous leg injuries). 
Nevertheless, the 24-month 
Loyalist ceasefire has now 
been broken as well, and 
Northern Ireland is drifting 
back into the kind of chron- 
ic sectarian killing that 
blighted its existence from 


1969 until late 1994. 

Or is it? That depends on 
whether the TRA is really as 
clever as it thinks it is. 

The traditional IRA strat- 
egy was to wear down the 
British by terrorism until 
they reneged on their 
promise to respect the wish 
of the Protestant majority in 
Northern Ireland to stay in 
the United Kingdom. Then, 
after the British pulled out, 
the IRA would have to win 
the civil war that ensued in 
Northern Ireland 

(Armageddon, in local par- 
lance) — which in practice 
required dragging the mil- 
lions of Catholics in the 
Irish Republic into the 
fighting to make up for 
Catholics’ minority status 
in the North. 

This traditional end-game 
certainly continues to be 
one of the IRA’s strategic 
options: it has been in busi- 
ness for over 80 years now, 
and it has developed the 
habit of thinking long-term. 
But in the pasl couple of 
■ years it has also been 
exploring another possible 
strategy, in which British 
war-weariness leads to a 


deal in which Britain itself 
forces northern Irish 
Protestants to accept a new 
all-Ireland political frame- 
work — and then leaves. 

The IRA’s organisation 
was sorely in need of a rest 
anyway, so they decided to 
give it a try; in September 
1994, the TRA declared a 
unilateral ceasefire. 

However, the British gov- 
ernment under Prime 
Minister John Major 
showed no sign of willing- 
ness to force Northern 
Ireland's Protestant majori- 
ty into a deal, so last 
February, the TRA went 
back to bombing. But 
bombing with a difference. 

The purpose of the bomb- 
ing was still to wear the 
British down, but more 
. urgently to get the Loyalists 
back to violence. For the 
ERA itself is very tired, and 
it is now- betting quite a lot 
on the forthcoming election 
in Britain. 

Within the next six 
months. Britain is likely to 
elect a Labour government 
under Tony Blair. Labour 
governments are always 
queasy about violence, and 


unlike the Conservatives 
Labour has no close links 
with Ulster Protestant polit- 
ical leaders. So the IRA will 
bomb to maximum effect 
right up to the election date 
— and then offer a cease- 
fire that it thinks will prove 
irresistible to a new Labour 
government. 

"Unless the Loyalists -are 
alert and very fast, they will 
suddenly find themselves 
the guilty party in the first 
days of a new Labour gov- 
ernment. the only ones still 
committed to violence 
when the IRA has once 
again promised to stop die 
bombing and murder. And 
if the IRA can isolate them 
that way. it might get' a 
good deal of what it wains. 
~ That is the strategy, and it 
positively requires some 
more bombing and killing 
at the moment. Will it 
achieve its desired resriks? 
Probably not. since . it also 
requires purblind stupidity 
on the part of both London 
and the Ulster Loyalists in 
order to succeed. But with a 
British election coming up, 
the IRA clearly thinks it is 
worth a try. 


How to stop the Middle East slide 


' t i,i. 

tV £" 


By Flora Lewis 

PARIS — It takes stubborn 
optimism and a firm faith in 
reason to reject the con- 
tention of many involved 
that the Middle East peace 
process has crashed. Bul 
clearly, momentum has 
gone and crisis is brewing. 

No one actually seems to 
be planning another war. 
according to an experi- 
enced and competent Israeli 
source, despite recent, mas- 
sive Syrian troop move- 
ments that were countered 
by Israeli movements and 
quiet diplomacy. Bul in the 
soured climate, he sees an 
increased danger of 
unplanned escalation to war 
from a terrorist attack and 
Israeli retaliation. 

As usual, people on the 
ground sigh in despair and 
look to Washington to “do 
something." It is true that 
U.S. involvement has been 
critical at each step so far 
towards resolution of the 
long Middle East conflict. 
But it is also true dial has 
only worked when the 
antagonists were prepared 
to move, and especially 
when one took the initia- 
tive. like Anwar Sadat’s 
electrifying trip to 
Jerusalem and Shimon 
Peres's secret launch of the 
Oslo talks with Yitzhak 
Rabin's acquiescence. 

Some dramatic gesture, 
some clear decision is need- 
ed now to break the spiral 
of mutual accusation and ill 
will. It isn’t obvious who 
might do it. perhaps 
President Ezer Weizman of 
Israel, a tough air force vet- 
eran who has a good reputa- 
tion for straightforwardness 
in the Arab World. 

The Israeli presidency is 
essentially a non-political, 
ceremonial post and Mr. 
Weizman holds to his oblig- 
ation to be “president of all 
Israelis" and not interfere in 
political issues. But he 
could find it his responsibil- 
ity solemnly to warn his 
country men of the dangers 
ahead ' if they allow 'the 
chance for peace to fade 
a wax. 


M. KAHIL 



Israeli society is more 
sharply at odds with itself 
than it has ever been. Israel 
Shahak, a commentator 
who would be ranked as a 
dove in the outmoded jar- 
gon, writes: “It is by now 
conceded by all Israeli 
observers that Israeli Jews 
are divided into two parts, 
nicknamed Israel A and 
Israel B." Between them, he 
says, “there exists a strong 
and increasing enmity." 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu leads “Israel B." 
though he has fierce and 
bitter critics on his own side 
as well, people who are 
capable of violence. But 
after six months in office, it 
can no longer be said that 
he is settling in and organis- 
ing his administration. He 
has convinced virtually all 
Arabs and a lot of “Israel 
A" that he is against any 
conceivably acceptable 
compromise for peace. 
Many think he is primarily 


manoeuvring to put the 
blame for an open break- 
down on the Arab side. 

The Arab reaction — of 
Palestinians. Egyptians, 
even Jordanians and others 
further away — has been an 
emotional reversion to the 
idea that there's no dealing 
with Israel. 


agricultural export compa- 
ny with the help of Israeli 
experts. But even though it 
would hurt his business, he 
was sending them all away 
because of current Israeli 
policies. 

That is a widespread feel- 
ing in Egypt, where the 
press remains hostile to 


“He ( Netanyahu ) has convinced virtual- 
ly all Arabs and a lot of ‘Israel A’ that he 
is against any conceivably acceptable 
compromise for peace. Many think he is 
primarily manoeuvring to put the blame 
for an open breakdown on the Arab 
' side 99 


At the recent Cairo eco- 
nomic meeting. an 
Egyptian businessman cold 
a former Israeli intelligence 
official that he had devel- 
oped great prospects for his 


Israel. Moderates, who 
were counting on peace, do 
not stop to think that by- 
denouncing all Israelis they 
only bolster the arguments 
of Israeli nationalists that 


Arabs cannot be trusted and 
are not sincere in accepting 
Israel’s existence. Once 
again, the extremes rein- 
force each other. 

It is urgent for the moder- 
ates to offer mutual sup- 
port, to de-demonise their 
counterparts and recognise 
possible partners so as to 
marginalise the dedicated 
enemies. Some influential 
adherents of “Israel A” are 
trying to organise such a 
movement, outside of gov- 
ernment, through the busi- 
ness community, cultural 
figures, professionals. But 
that is slow work and rela- 
tions are deteriorating 
rapidly. 

The Egyptian government 
could do much better on 
helping. It has not under- 
stood that its coldness and 
pressure do not drive Israel 
to concessions but onlv 
reinforce those who claim 
compromise brings no ben- 
efit. 


The United States can and 
should do more to encour- 
age willing cooperators and 
to help formulate their com- 
mon expectations. 

Washington's modest 
reproval of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s plans to 
enlarge settlements wfiU & ot 

affect much. A clear and 
firm statement is needed of 
what the United States 
expects its support to 
achieve. r 

Many could contribute. It 
is hard to see who wifi be 
effective and during 
enough. It is easy cose^ 1 * 131 
this is one of those slippoy 
slopes that occupy histpri- 
ans trying to figure oufh<> w 
disaster might havetbecn 
prevented, whether 4--^ 
inevitable. Without p^°" 
tion now. there is not^ uc ^ 
hope for cure. So mu«£has 
been achieved, there 3 * 
much to lose. #.• 
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8 Economy 


Jordan Tinies, Sunday, January 5, 1997 



Saudis see lower oil prices iu ‘97 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia expects oil 
prices to be firm in 1997 
but not as strong as they 
were in 1996. when they 
shot up to their highest 
level in nearly 13 years, 
economists said Saturday. 

Although the world's 
biggest oil producer and 
exporter projected high rev- 
enues in 1997. the Forecast 
is lower than the actual 
1996 earnings which 
reached around 177 billion 
Saudi rivals (S47.2 billion). 

“The Saudi government 
assumed an oil price of 
more than S16 in its 1997 
budget. This compares with 
a projected SI 4.50 price in 
the 1996 budget.'' a Saudi 
economist told AFP by tele- 
phone from Riyadh. 

"But they are below the 
actual oil price of around 
S20 recorded last year. This 
means the Saudis expect 
lower oil prices this year." 

Announcing the budget 
for calender 1997 last 
week, the Saudi finance 
ministry forecast revenues 


at 164 billion riyals ($43.7 
billion), far higher than the 
131 billion riyals ($35.1 
billion) forecast for 1996. 

The ministry said the bet- 
ter projections this year 
were due to an expected 
increase in petrochemicals 
and other exports . 

Economists said Saudi 
Arabia boosted projected 
expenditure this year after it 
was encouraged by strong 
oil prices and an extra 
income of more than $S bil- 
lion it reaped from higher 
crude prices last year. 

Spending was put at 181 
billion riyals ($48.2 billion) 
compared with a forecast of' 
$40 billion in 1996. But the 
Gulf kingdom again over- 
shot spending to pay out- 
standing debt to local farm- 
ers and contractors and 
replenish its overseas 
reserves that have been 
eroded by the Gulf War 
costs. 

Saudi Arabia produces 
eight million barrels per 
day (bpd) of oil under an 
OPEC-assigned quota but 


nearly 6.5 million bpd are 
exported. This means a $1 
rise in oil prices fetches it 
an extra S6.5 million a day. 

Bankers had expected its 
1996 budgei deficit of $4.9 
billion to be sharply cut or 
even disappear because of a 
$3 rise in oil’ prices and 
more than $5 price increase 
over its assumed level. 

But Riyadh said the actu- 
al deficit was slightly 
trimmed to 17 billion riyals 
f$4.5 billion) because of 
overspending. 

The bulk of the increase 
in spending last year was 
used in paying arrears to 
local contractors and fann- 
ers as well as in current 
expenditure. including 
wages and investment in 
some services. Some of the 
funds went to the 
international reserves but 
the amount was not big. 
The reserves have not 
increased sharply over the 
past few months." 

Bankers said Saudi Ara- 
bia paid more than S5 bil- 
lion in arrears over the past 


18 months and was expect- 
ed to pay more this year. 
But they noted the size of 
payments depended on the 
movement of oil prices 
through the year. 

Riyadh has not published 
figures on its internal debt 
but the Manama-based 
Arab Banking Corporation 
put it at $19.6 billion in 
early 1995. 

Saudi Arabia this year 
forecast a shortfall of $4.5 
billion and officials said 
they expected the. budget to 
regain balance gradually by 
2000. They referred to a 
gradual decline in the 
deficit over the past few 
years. 

It exceeded $10 billion in 
1994 and hit an all-time 
high of around $3 1 .6 billion 
in 1991, when the kingdom 
contributed more than $50 
billion to finance a U.S.- 
dominated international 
alliance that ejected Iraqi 
invasion forces from 
Kuwait after seven months 
of occupation. 


OECD says ‘credible’ deficit-cutting 


plans will reduce immediate risks 


PARIS (AFP) — Robust 
U.S. expansion and contin- 
ued recovery in Japan and 
Europe after a 1 996 “pause" 
should keep OECD area 
low-inflation growth at cur- 
rent rates this year with 
some acceleration in 199S. 
the OECD has said. 

The 2S- nation Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
lOECD) said growth has 
become more balanced 
across OECD countries, 
helped by lower interest 
rates and broadly supportive 
financial market trends, in 
particular a somewhat 
stronger dollar and a weaker 
yen. 

In a resolutely upbeat 
assessment of prospects, the 
OECD said the economic 
situation, marked by sharply 
lower inflation, was set to 
continue improving 

throughout the are£ 
although high unemploy- 
ment would remain a “major 
problem" in Europe. 

And it strongly reaffirmed 
that continued efforts to cut 
budgei deficits and public 
debt remained essential in 
most OECD countries, as 
well as wide-ranging stnic- 
lural reforms lo secure more 


efficient use of scarce public 
resources. 

Growth in the European 
Union (ELT) would not suf- 
fice to significantly reduce 
the EU jobless rate in 1997- 
98. the OECD recognised in 
its half-yearly Economic 
Outlook. 

But the rate should fall off 
from last year’s 11.4 per 
cent to 10.9 per cent by 
1998 — nearly double the 
projected 5.5 per cent U.S. 
rate and three times Japan's 
3.J percenL 

Growth in OECD coun- 
tries as a whole — not 
counting Korea, the newest 
member — was likely to 
continue at a moderate rate 
of about 2.4 per cent in 
1997, rising slightly to 2.7 
per cent in 199& with infla- 
tion remaining subdued at 
about 1 .7 per cent annually 
until end- 1998. 

The U.S. should see GDP 
growth of about two per cent 
over the next two years, 
slowing slightly from last 
year's 2.4 per cent with 
some assumed further mon- 
etary tightening to forestall 
inflation pressures. 

In Japan, headed for 3.6 
per tent growth in 1996 
after a sharp 6.4 per cent 


jump in the first half and a 
second-half downturn, 
activity' should pick up in 
1 997 despite significant fis- 


cal tightening. The OECD 


projected 1.6 per cent 
growth in 1997. rising to a 
brisk 3.7 per cent in 199S. 

Emerging from a “growth 
pause" with activity rising 
barely 1 .6 per cent this year, 
die European Union (EU) 
should see a pickup at rates 
of 2.4 per cent in 1997 and 
2.7 per cent in 199S, helped 
by lower interest rates, 
improving business confi- 
dence and rising exports and 
investment. 

The OECD saw little dan- 
ger of renewed inflation in 
Japan and continental 
Europe over the next two 
years, but "a risk" of infla- 
tionary pressures in the U.S. 
and Britain where jobless 
rates are low or falling. 

However, there were “as 
yet no convincing indica- 
tions” of a resurgence of 
inflation in either country, it 
said. 

To meet the short-term 
challenges. governments 
should work for faster non- 
inflationary growth of out- 
put and jobs through “judi- 
cious - use of monetary poli- 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Holdback 
5 Oh my! 

9 Cry of approval 

14 Skirl length 

15 Melville work 

16 Stately 

17 Whitney and 
Wallach 

18 Fastener 

19 Liqueur flavoring 

20 Parental foot 
condition? 

23 — poetica 

24 Fall mo. 

25 Hang in folds 
28 Sharpness 
30 Spar 

34 Feel sick 

35 Japanese 
aborigine 

37 Anticipate 
39 "Middle"-aged 
advice? 

42 Begrudges 

43 Penny 

44 Hawaiian 
instrument 

45 Song or game 
ending 

46 Yearn 

48 Capn and Wight 

50 Wildebeest 

51 Paid athlete 

52 Sitcom about a 
schnozzle? 

SO Singer Lanza 

61 — Linda, CA 

62 NV city 

63 Farewell 

64 Short list ending 

65 Wading bird 

66 Oyster find 

67 Friendly 

68 Sole add-ons 
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by Anthony R. Mupo 


DOWN 

1 Merganser 

2 Ankle bones 

3 Way out 

4 Accident 

5 Germanic 
invaders 

6 Bus or potent 
start 

7 Spiritual part 

8 Show off 


9 Goose 

10 Let 

11 Exchange 
premium 

12 Open container 

13 Bullfight cheer 

21 Bring about 

22 “The — Cometh” 

25 Coolidge V.P. 

26 Laughing 

27 Vibrant 

28 Rocker Brian 

29 Door or oven 

30 Welcome — 

34 Void 

32 Feed a fire 

33 Carries 
36 Maniacal 
38 Complete 

40 Gentlemqn 

41 Tiny 

47 Shore bird 

49 Amen 

50 Evil spirit 

51 Sacred song 

52 Disappear 

53 Operatic solo 
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54 Level 

55 — bene 

56 Khayyam 

57 Italian island 


58 Pass over 

59 Pitch 

60 Schoolroom 
hanging 


cy and continued reduction 
of budget deficits, the 
OECD said. 

It said considerable 
progress had been made in 
curbing deficits in most 
OECD countries, except 
Japan where output was still 
depressed. 

Noting that Japan is 
preparing to tackle the prob- 
lem this year, it said a num- 
ber of EU countries might 
have to take additional 
restrictive measures to meet 
the Maastricht target of 
reducing the deficits to three 
per cent of GDP in time for 
the launching of Europe's 
single currency. 

Germany and France were 
likely to face deficit ratios of 
respectively 3.4 and 3.2 per 
cent this year, while Italy 
and Britain, the other major 
EU countries, were headed 
for 3.7 per cent on the basis 
of announced actions. 

The OECD acknowledged 
that deficit cutting implies 
“short-term risks” such as a 
potentially dampening 
impact on activity. 

The question, it said, was 
whether the short-term 
adverse impact could be 
fully offset by the 
favourable effect on confi- 
dence and the induced eas- 
ing of interest rates . 

It said the answer must be 
“credible, sustained fiscal 
consolidation over time 
without heavy concentration 
of restraint in a short span of 
time.” 


Kuwait can boost 


foreign portfolio — KIA 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
will be able to boost its 
overseas investments for 
the first , time in years 
thanks to higher oil prices 
and the earnings from its 
fledgling privatisation plan, 
a senior official has said. 

“Improvement in some 
national economy indica- 
tors...would enable the 
Kuwait Investment Author- 
ity (KIA), for the first time 
in several years, to increase 
funds invested in the future 
generations reserve,” KIA 
Director General Aii A1 
Bader told a seminar on the 
Gulf state’s privatisation 
plan. 

“State oil revenue has 
improved due to increased 
global oil prices, public 
spending has been reduced 
— although it was a little 
reduction — decreasing the 
state budget deficit and 
revenue from privatisation 
rose Mr. Bader explained. 

The. budget deficit has 
been eroding its future gen- 
erations reserve, an over- 
seas nest-egg designed to 
support the desert state 


when its main revenue 
earner, oil, runs out. 

The reserve, once esti- 
mated at $100 billion, fell 
to about $35 billion chiefly 
due to the costs of the 1991 
Gulf war. which ended 
Iraq’s seven-month occupa- 
tion of Kuwait 

Higher-than-expected oil 
prices helped Kuwait slash 
to 653 million dinars ($2.2 
billion) a projected 1.32 
billion dinar deficit in- the 
1995/96 fiscal year which 
ended in June. 

Firm oil prices helped it 
raise gross domestic prod- 
uct at current prices by 8.2 
per cent to 7,952 million 
dinars in 1995. There is no 
official projection as yet for 
1996 GDP. 

Inflation in 1996 is pri- 
vately estimated at three 
per cent 

State revenue from pri- 
vatisation is some 650 mil- 
lion dinars so far. KIA. 
which oversees the pro- 
gramme, has sold its stakes 
in 17 Kuwaiti firms. 

Last month. Kuwait fin- 
ished repaying a $5.5 bil- 


lion sovereign loan without 
having to sell any of its for- 
eign assets. 

However, Mr. Bader 
warned that current eco- 
nomic health needs to be 
supported by structural eco- 
nomic reform. 

“An increase in world oil 
prices is an improvement 
whose continuation cannot 
be guaranteed. Such good 
results should not create an 
atmosphere of relaxation 
among us. Economic 
reform and restructuring 
should be continued with 
enthusiasm,” he said. 

“Especially moving for- 
ward in privatising the rest 
of the state's stake in local 
firms, and.. -to strongly 
launch the privatisation of 
general economic activities 
nm by the state.” 

The privatisation plan 
nims at selling the state's 
stake in about 60 firms and 
preparing for a second and 
more difficult phase to shed 
state involvement in some 
.public services such as 
water. ’ electricity and 
telecommunications. 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR. 

SUNDAY 
JANUARY 5,1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, CarroU 
Righter Foundation 



ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You can get cre- 
ative idea across dining 
the daytime today, howev- 
er don’t go off on any sffly 
tangents which could 
cause you difficuhies. 
Later this evening ycftl can 
get together with 1 dose 
friends for some.- fim 
times. • -f . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Make tfae^jght 
arrangements . ai. home 
today which, are viol to 
your welfare. *Don’c 
neglect good frierids; or 
you could find 3hem 
scarce when yoic&culy 
need them. Later teqight 
you can go out on. the 
town with your' : .igved 
ones. 

GEMINI: (May 2 b to 
June 21) You can acquire 
the data you need wtt& rel- 
ative ease today fortany 
project which needs '^our 
attention. Avoid an irrita- 
ble fellow associate '*ho 
has a grudge on hisofher 
shoulder. Have a -rice 
quiet evening witfc/yqur 
mate. ■! ' 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July WYou 
know how to make^otir 
property more valuable 
today, so cany through 
with your ideas and-ma£e 
them a reality. Laie^mis 
evening will be gobfffbr 
you to meet with .f^qw 
associates and m^keT'a 
new plan of action.-; ^- 1 
LEO: (July 22 m. ‘ 

21) Get an earl: 
rocky on pfi 
activities and put 
activities aside w 
do not like. Be 
best friends later gjBijs 
evening and make paqsjo 
hare a wonderfiC^ffle 
together with them. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) HaveTa 
delightful day today with 
the one you love and show 
as much affection as^is 
possible. Don't be disopn- 
pted an«J gpoil ybui 
Idgmenr pertaining to 
business activities and 
thereby you can make this 
day successful 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Being with 
fine friends can make this 
a happy day today for you 
and them so take advan- 
tage of the situation. 
Avoid difficulties in the 
evening tonight and there- 
by you can proceed with 
any projects which need 
your attention. 
SCORPIO: (October W 
to November 21) Get Out 
to the world today^ahd 
improve your 'position 
with persons who coifitin 
your life. Go after afi&wr 
which was promised to 
you by a fellow associate 
and you make youtfBbsi- 
ness activities quite suc- 
cessful ‘ 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December-21) 
You want to go off inflow 
directions today, however 
you should wait unties 
more opportune moment 
Don't get into any outside 
disagreements with fellow 
associates or you cOQld 
regret the outcome.- 
CAPRICORN: (Pecjep-- 
ber 22 to January 20) Fol- 
low your hunches today 
and you get the right-pic- 
ture for the days ahead. 
Romantic life can be tire 
so long as you are appre- 
ciative of your 
show him or her.j^tK 
measure of your affet&on 
which will be desh 
AQUARIUS: (Jan 
February 19) 
your home toda; 
improve things wii 
that they are more 
desire. Await ’ a 
to gain aims you desfteror 
you could find yonfsfl|in 
quite a dile mma vsfich 
could be a difficult sSp»- 
tion to resolve. 

PISCES: (February 3^*0 
March 20) Get your a&fe 
more as you want it 
today and you can nste'if 
more cheerful for-gpo® 
and those who 
there. Wrap gifts for 
special occasion 
and they will he. 
much appreciated 
recipient. ^ 

Birthstone of J: 

Garnet — Rose 
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AMMAN (Petra) — For- 
eign investors have 
iQcreased their interest in 
the parallel and regular 
markets of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) in 
December 1996, according 
to John Basco, the execu- 
tive president of the 
gritishBank. 

Mr. Basco said that the 
AFM opened the doors to 
foreign investors in Decem- 
ber 1995 and pointed out 
that the AFM was the only 


Arab financial market that 
have joined the index of the 
International Financial 
Corporation which is tbe 
commerical arm of the 
World Bank. 

The Bank’s Executive 
Vice-President to Jordan, 
Edward A1 Far, said that the 
number of foreign busi- 
nesses who deal with the 
BritishBank and are active 
investors at die AFM, has 
increased by 120 per cent. 



Shair asks companies to translate 
financial statements to English 

** WAHIB SHAIR, the directorseneral of the 
Amman Financial Market (AFM) has requested aU 
public shareholding companies to translate their 
annual and semi-annual balance sheets in the future 
to the English language. He said the translation 
should include the auditor’s report. 

The AFM chief requested that the English versions 
should start by the 1996 balance sheets and that they 
be characterised by a high degree of transparency 
and credibility. 

This move was taken within the framework of oro- 



eign investors 
Si this regard, Mr. Shair has revealed that non-Jor- 
danian (Arab and foreign) investors accounted for 
JD4.28 million of trading volume at the stock 
exchange during November 1996 compared to JD 
3.81 million during November 1995. This repre- 
sents a 12 per cent increase, he noted 
According to AFM statistics the total volume of 
trade at the AFM during November 1996 amounted 
to JD 15.98 million of which 12.6 per cent involved 
Arab parties and five per cent was the share of for- 
eign investors. 

As for the Januarv-November period of 1996, the 
total volume of trade at both the regular and parallel 
markets amounted to JD 197.62 million. The share 
of non- Jordanian Arabs of the total was 10.7 per 
cent whereas the foreign share stood at 6.3 per cent 
(A1 Ra'i + A1 Dustour). 


Investments reach JD348.9m 
. in 254 projects last year 

** ACCORDING TO a report from the Investment 
Promotion Corporation, about 348.9 million dinars 
($492.8 million) were invested in 254 new projects 
in Jordan in 1996. 

The report said this represented a 26 per cent 
increase over 1995 and that 199 of the projecs were 
indusrial. 

The report said the new projects also included 40 
hotels. More rooms are needed because of rising 


tourism following Jordan’s 1994 peace treaty wii 
Israel. Other projects were in agricultural, medical 
and maritime transport and railway sectors, the 
wrtsaid. 

ordan is trying to attract new investment by offer- 
ing up to 75 per cent tax reductions for businesses 
along with exemptions from rules on financial 
transactions. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“On December 25th, we celebrate love 
and peace. On December 26th, we 
fight our way into overcrowded mall 
parking lots and swear at people.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and MB(* ArgMon 


Unscramble Uwse four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
bur onftnary wonts. 


ICCUBj 






OIW6 Hm MM SroMk Ik. 

AingMiRaatfMd 


dsai 


Mmmm 


I31BH 



JZ 

LOOGGI 


nz 

? s 



They took 
liketheyTe 

aDve 


CLEANING THE 
AFRICAN ANTELOPE 
EXHI&rT LEFT 

rr looking — 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here 


• mm ma 


'AtttonSay* 


{Answers Monday) 

Jumbtas: CRAZE SUAVE JOBBER GENDER 
Answer Measuring wmd can be Site tor a 
meteorologist - A BREEZE 


Top Arab 
shipping firm 
pursues 
expansion 
after recovery 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The biggest Arab shipping 
venture is pursuing ambi- 
tious expansion plans after 
recovering from three years 
of heavy losses because of 
competition and an eco- 
nomic slump, company 
officials have said. 

The United Arab Ship- 
ping Company fUASC), 
owned by six Gulf govern- 
ments, reported substantial- 
ly higher of profits of $87.1 
million in 1995 and earn- 
ings are projected at around 
$70 million in 1996. 

The UASC board dis- 
cussed the company's 1996 
performance at its United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
office last week and said it 
was optimistic on the 
future. 

‘UASC is stronger than 
before now and we are opti- 
mistic the coming years 
will be very good,” said a 
board member, who 
declined to be named. 

“We expect growth in 
operations in most areas as 
there will be more lines and 
die fleet will be bigger with 
the delivery of new ships.” 
he added. 

Quoting a board report . 
the official daily A1 Bayan 
said the 10 container ves- 
sels had been built in Japan 
and would be delivered in 
1998. 

The ships have a capacity 
of 3,800 containers each 
and would serve mainly 
Japan and other South East 
Asian destinations. The 
advanced vessels will boost 
UASC's operations as they 
will cut the two-way trip 
between the Gulf and South 
East Asia to 70 days from 
91 days, the paper said. 

UASC sources said the 
new vessels, which would 
replace 13 ageing ships 
serving those areas, had 
cost around $900 million, 
They will expand the com- 
pany’s fleer to 54 ships, 
mosdy container vessels. 

UASC is the biggest joint 
Arab shipping venture and 
its activities cover mostly 
Gulf states and their main 
economic partners, the 
European Union, the Unit- 
ed States, Japan and other 
Asian countries. 

Between 1992 and 3994. 
the company suffered from 
net losses of around $55.4 
million because of a global 
economic slump and strong 
competition. The losses 
forced it to cut spending 
and halt losing routes. 

But its chairman, Abdul- 
lah Lootah. said the 1995 
profits had enabled UASC 
to cover all the losses and 
transfer $28 million of the 
remaining profits to the 
reserves to strengthen its 
financial position. 
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Oman aims to export fertiliser to India from 2000 


ABU DHABI (R) — An 
Omani-Indian joint ven- 
ture fertiliser plant to 
export urea to increasingly 
import-dependent Indian 
fertiliser firms will start 
up in early 2000, Paul 
Weber, commercial devel- 
opment manager at Oman 
Oil Co. has said. 

State-owned Oman Oil 
Co. and India’s Krish 
Bharati Cooperative Lim- 
ited and Rashtriya Chemi- 
cals and Fertilisers Limit- 
ed are behind the $1 bil- 
lion project which would 
export 1.45 million tonnes 
a year of urea to India, Mr. 
Weber told delegates at a 
Middle East gas confer- 


ence in Abu Dhabi. 

The fertiliser plant is 
being developed to diver- 
sify the Arab Gulf state's 
oil-dominated economy 
by utilising the sultanate's 
proven gas reserves of 1 1 
trillion cubic feet. 

India is facing a growing 
supply-demand gap in 
urea supplies over the next 
ten years because of limit- 
ed local gas output 

Omani'and Indian gov- 
ernment officials agreed to 
go-ahead with the project 
in August despite the sub- 
sequent collapse of a pro- 
ject to export Omani nat- 
ural gas to India by 
pipeline and doubts over a 


joint-venture oil refinery 
in India. 

An offtake agreement 
between the parties is in 
its final drafting while 
contractors’ bids to con- 
struct the plant are being 
evaluated. A final joint 
venture agreement is 
expected to be signed 
imminently. 

Oman Oil Co. will ini- 
tially hold 50 per cent 
equity in the firm while 
die Indian partners will 
each bold 25 per cent. 

The Oman plant, to be 
built at Sur, south-east of 
the capital Muscat, will 
use 45 million cubic feet a 
year of gas from Omani 


fields to supply two 2.200 
tonnes a year urea trains. 

It will also have two 
ammonia trains each with 
a capacity of 1.750 tonnes 
a day. allowing exports of 
some 315,000 tonnes a 
year to die international 
market 

Some 3.5 million barrels 
a year of condensate or 
light oil will also be pro- 
duced from the project 

“Indian fertiliser compa- 
nies will take 100 per cent 
of the urea at the greater 
of market prices or a floor 
price set to achieve a min- 
imum project return,” Mr. 
Weber said. 

“Future market prices 


for urea will be set by 
incremental production 
exported at Yuzhnyy in the 
Ukraine. Cash costs FOB 
Yuzhnyy are increasing 
with gas -price increases 
throughout the former 
Soviet Union," he said. 

The floor price is around 
$1 15 a tonne. 

Oman is reserving most 
of its gas reserves for a S6 
billion liquefied natural 
gas iLNG) project — 
expected to come into pro- 
duction in the year 2000 
— for industrial projects 
including a $2.4 billion 
aluminium smelter and a 
petrochemical plant. 


Europe coal 
sell-offs seen 
claiming 
400,000 jobs 
to 2000 

GENEVA (AFP) — Coal 
industry privatisation in 
eastern and central Europe 
will claim up to 400,000 
jobs by the decade’s end, 
nearly as many as have 
been lost since 1990, the 
Economic Commission for 
Europe has said. 

Experts said privatisation 
was the best way to make 
coal industries in Russia 
and eastern European 
nations viable. 

However, they admitted 
sell-offs would lead to big 
job losses and serious 
social problems. 

Some 440,000 jobs dis- 
appeared due to partial pri- 
vatisations between 1990 
and 1996, according to the 
commission. 

Poland saw 150,000 job 
cuts, Russia 147,000, the 
Czech Republic 60,000, 
Romania 60,000 and Hun- 
gary 20,000 during the 
period. 

Experts forecast addi- 
tional job losses of between 
376X)00-and 400,000 up to 
2000 . - 


Britons reportedly 
leave £776 
unclaimed 

LONDON iR) — Britons have 
left unclaimed a staggering 77 
billion pounds (SI 22 billion) 
worth of forgotten fortunes in 
bank accounts and shares, a 
market survey has showed. 

The Mined survey showed 
that Britons have lost track of 
almost 55 billion pounds saved 
with banks, building societies, 
national savings and in stocks 
and shares. Many flotation 
benefits have never been 
claimed. 

Over 22 billion pounds are 
waiting to be claimed from the 
national lonery. bookmakers 
and company benefits. 
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3.750 2.900 


VALUE 

TRADED 
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PRICE 


CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


1.230 
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2.950 

4.160 

3.000 

3.8D0 

1.480 


.880 

4.250 

2.440 

3.480 

1.380 

3.000 

1.000 


ARAB BANK 
BANK OF JORDAN 
KID. EAST IBV.BK. 
THE HOUSING BK. 
JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
ONION BK.SAV.XNV. 
JOR.INV.FIN.BANX 
PBIXADEL.XNV.BK. 
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JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
2AHKA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 
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9 

9 
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.450 
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ATTANQEBB g 0 . 00 

JOR. CEMENT PACT. 19.2 2 99 

JOT. PHOSPHATE MINES 35.7 000 

JOR. PETROL. REF JNART 9.7 a. 35 

JORDAN TANNING 7.1 s 41 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 55.5 0.00 

INDUSTRIAL CCHM.AGR. 36.8 0.00 

ARAB PHARM. HANF. 19.9 c 

JORDAN DAHUf 13.5 6.82 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 9.1 7.27 

DAR ALDAKA DV.INV. 13. 5 - 0 * 

ARAB ALOK.IND. 9.1 8*20 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY q 0 . 00 

ARAB PAPER COWV.TRD. 7.B 9 01 

NATIONAL INDS- 10.7 8.33 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHEM. q o.DO 

NAIL. CABLE WTRB.MFAC 15.9 0.00 

JOR. SULPBO— CSKH a 0 00 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM- 26.2 0.00 

unv. MODS. INDS. 5.4 11.24 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 16.4 C.00 

JOT. NEW Cart.p CO. 25.8 0.00 

XNXL. TOBACCO 30.6 0.00 

UNION CH. G VEG. 24.6 0.00 
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.640 
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JOR. TRADE FAC. 13.9 
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DA J ANi 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold.. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment hi 
Shmeisani, second floor. 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabla ] 
area, third floor. 190 sq.m. 

Abc^oun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

P mfrfkw l Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yocr colour (no) at 
oar shop and ger.- 

• JUMBO ***** 


■CLEANING SLK\ ICES 

H 0 ME. 0 FRCES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

..MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS^ 
PLUMBING 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 





dedteut/Kutt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
»* Sushi 


I KL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 



| -INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

j - SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

; - FITNESS ROOM 

!- TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
I Radio & TV Station Rd. 


TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CRLL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ewt. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE ® 

ptfc flea/ faJiao j3Ste 

(jourmec pZZfl . 
Weac&uirybestttgndeja 

■ ;• 

Try die Ofliy , 

P/ZZA4feJ 

3 » Tom (CftesgoStylei 

«> PAN PIZZA 

|Th*i orTWekCnaij 
ITALIAN SANDWICHES 

—j/ fielfp Str. Itertfi 

Ibr InMr Icmri The HSu tsmaae 

AtohGa ~ Abate rffo 
SupoBlOT 

TeL 6SS 471 Ext 32 
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Gugliotta’s 32 points help Minnesota past Boston 


BOSTON (R) — Tom 
Gucliolui scored 32 point, 
crabbed a season-high 19 
rebounds and . hud seven 
assists as the Minnesota 
Timbenvolves beat the 
Boston Celtics 94-S4 on 
Friday. 

Kevin Garnett scored 16 
points and Cherokee Parks 
added 14 for the 
Timbenvolves. Garnett 
recorded a career-high 
eight rejections for 
Minnesota, which leads the 
league in that statistic. The 
Timbenvolves held an 
opponent under 100 points 
for the ^rst time in 10 road 
games. 

In Chicago. Michael 
Jordan scored 22 points 
and Dennis Rodman 
grabbed 22 rebounds as the 
Chicago Bulls cruised to 
their eighth straight home 
win. routing the Orlando 
Magic. 1 10-89. 

Toni Kukoc scored 1 S 
points and Sconie Pippen 
added lb for Chicago, 
which improved to 1 5- 1 at 
home. 

“I think Dennis wanted to 
come and play well 
tonight." said Jordan. "He 
was very aggressive offen- 
sively and defensively. He 
really set the tone for us.*' 

In Denver. Carl Herrera 
nailed a jumper with 2.5 
remaining to break a tie 
and give the shonhanded 
San Antonio Spurs their 
third straight victory, 93-9 1 
over the Denver Nuggets. 

Vernon Maxwell scored 
24 points and Will Perdue 
and Monty Williams added 
12 apiece for the Spurs. 

Laphonso Ellis scored a 
career-high 30 points, with 
15 coming in Denver's 32- 
point third quarter. 

At Indiana. Reggie Miller 
scored 33 points, including 
a season-high seven three- 
pointers. as the Indiana 
Pacers snapped a three- 
game losing streak with a 



117-104 victory over the 
Phoenix Suns. 

Derrick Me Key added 17 
points. Jalen Rose had 12 
and Dale Davis contributed 

10 points and nine 
rebounds for Indiana. 

“We played well after the 
first quarter," McKey said. 
"We were a little sluggish 
and tentative, but we put it 
together and held our com- 
posure ad got the breaks 
and won.” 

At New Jersey. Christian 
Lacttncr had 24 points and 

11 rebounds and Mookie 
Blaylock added 22 points 
and 10 boards as the 
Atlanta Hawks defeated the 


struggling New Jersey Nets 
for die 1 0th straight time. 
95-85. 

Dikembe Mutombo had 
21 points. 12 rebounds and 
four blocked shots. 

Kendall Gill had 28 
points, nine rebounds and 
five assists for the Nets, 
who have lost three straight 
and five of their last seven 
games. 

In Vancouver, Gary 
Payton had 29 points and 
10 assists and Shawn 
Kemp added 19 points and 
12 rebounds as the Seattle 
Supersonic* cruised to a 
108-94 victory’ over the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. 


Detlef Schrempf had 18 
points and nine assists for 
Seattle, which has won 
seven of its last nine 
games. 

Anthony Peeler scored 24 
points and rookie Shareef 
Abdul Rahim added 19 for 
the Grizzlies, who suffered 
their fourth straight loss. 

At Golden State, Latrell 
Sprewell scored four of his 
39 points in overtime and 
Chris Mullin posted a 
triple-double as the Golden 
State Warriors won for the 
fourth time in five games, 
122-114 over the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

Mullin had 19 points, 10 


Holyfield seeks record 
payoff for Tyson rematch 


‘Indonesia still mulling 
Magic Johnson visit’ 

v 3 .- •. . ; lisvl -j - 


LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 
(AFP i — World Boxing 
Association i W BA ) I\ea\ v - 
weight champion Evander 
Holyfield wants more than 
S30 million to light a 
rematch w ith Mike Tyson 
later this year and such a 
deal is near. 

"Somewhere north of 
$30 (million \ is whui we 
feel is appropriate.” said 
Holy field attorney Jim 
Thomas, "t believe we are 
in the same ballpark.” 

Should Holyfield get the 
sum he wants, he would 
surpass the record single- 
ex eni payday in spoil his- 
tory. That m;uk went to 
Tv son. w ho made $30 mil- 
lion in his luw.s comeback 
fight against Peter 


McNeeley. 

Holyfield signed a 
rematch clause xviih pro- 
moter Don Kina for a min- 
imum S20 million. But 
Holyfield has the option of 
retiring and denying Tyson 
a chance at regaining the 
crown, so lie will likely get 
his way. 

Tyson had sought equal 
money to Holyfield for the 
rematch. 

Holyfield does not want 
to fight Tyson until June 
whilst Tyson wanted the 
rematch by March. 

There are rumours that 
May 3 may be chosen as a 
compromise for the light, 
with a firm date expected 
to be revealed by promoter 
Kills; durinc his Jan. 11 


card at Nashville. 

The May date would be 
one week after Pemell 
Whi taker and Oscar de la 
Hoya are set to meet here. 

Even if Tyson does not 
get his way. there might be 
a heavy w eight title defence 
in March. International 
Boxing Federation tlBFi 
champion Michael Moorer 
has been offered a fight 
against fellow U.S. fighter 
Vaughn Bean. 

The vacant World 

Boxing Council Crown 
iW’BC) will be decided 
here next month when 
Britain's Lennox Lewis 
faces American Oliver 
McCall. 


JAKARTA <R) ^-Indonesian 
immigration officials have not 
yet decided on whether to 
allow former LT.S. basketball 
star earvin “Magic” Johnson 
to visit Indonesia, local media 
reported on Saturday. 

Johnson, who stunned the 
spores world in 1991 when he 
announced he had become 
infected with HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS, is sched- 
uled to hold a basketball exhi- 
bition in Jakarta next week. 

The Republika newspaper 
said on Saturday that immi- 
gration officials had not 
decided to allow Johnson into 
the country. 

Indonesia's immigration act 
stated that the government 
was entitled to reject anybody 
xvhose illness could endanger 
other people, immigration 
spokesman Mursanuddin 


Ghani was qucfted^Uy the 
newspaper as saying. 

“We are still consulting 
other related institutions." he 
said. The paper gave no fur- 
ther details. 

Johnson was denied a visa 
to enter Indonesia in 1994. 

The World Health 
Organisation has said as 
many as 500,000 Indonesians 
might be infected with the 
virus. 

Indonesia has put the num- 
ber of HTV or AIDS-related 
deaths at 465. But health 
workers said that figure only 
represented reported cases 
and the real number could be 
as much as a hundred times 
greater. Indonesia has a popu- 
lation of nearly 200 million 
people, the world's fourth 
most populous nation. 


Riders praise Indurain, 
papers dwell on shortfalls 


San Antonio Spurs guard Vernon Maxwell (centre) drives to the basket between Denver Nuggets center Ervin 
Johnson and forward LaPhonso Ellis (20) during the first quarter in Denver Friday. Ellis fouled Maxwell on the 
play ( Reuters photo) 


rebounds and 10 assists, 
although he was held to 
just two points in the sec- 
ond half. 

Joe Smith scored 28 
points for Golden State. 

In Los Angeles, Elden 
Campbell — starting in 
place of the injured 
Shaquille O’Neal — had 
22 points and a season-high 
15 rebounds and rookie 
Kobe Bryant scored 21 
points as the Los Angeles 
Lakers beat the Sacramento 
Kings. 100-93. 

Byron Scon added 15 
points and Eddie Jones and 
Travis Knight each had 12 
for Los Angeles. 


LONDON (R) — Europe’s 
top cyclists paid handsome 
tribute to retiring Spanish 
Tour de France ace Miguel 
Indurain on Friday but some 
of the continent's newspa- 
pers were less generous in 
their praise. 

“When he announced (his 
retirement) I felt terrible” 
Italian rider Marco Pantaru 
said. “Indurain is the 
biggest champion I have 
seen race.” 

Pantani’s compatriot 
Gianni Bugno described 
Indurain as the “best time- 
trialer of all time’’. 

“The tour will never be 
the same and neither will be 
the world hour race.” he 
said. 

Indurain, 32, announced 
on Thursday he would retire 
from professional cycling 
and would not bid for a 
record sixth Tour de France 
victory. 

He won the tour each year 
from 1991 to 1995, becom- 
ing one of only four men to 
have won die world’s great- 
est cycle race five times and 
the only rider in history to 
have won it five times in a 
row. 

“He was often criticised 
for lacking panache because 
he built his tour victories on 
the time-trials, but his 
results prove he was right.” 
said Frenchman Bernard 
Hinault, another of the five- 
time winners. “He will 
leave the image of a rider 
who knew himself very well 


and knew perfectly^ how to 
manage his physical poten- 
tial” 

Denmark’s Bjame Rns, 
who ended Indurain s 
dream of a sixth Tour de 
France in 1996, saich “I m 
sorry he's stopping but I 
think he’s made the best 
decision. I would have 
loved to beat him a second 
time on the tour. It’s hard 
for me to say whether he 
was capable of a sixth victo- 
ry but I think it’s better to 
quit rather than risk another 
defeat." 

But while Indurain 's rivals 
on the road paid homage to 
the man known affectional- 
ly as "Big Mig”, newspa- 
pers in Belgium, home of 
tour legend and five-times 
winner Eddy Merckx, were 
swift to point out his short- 
falls. 

“Indurain will enter histo-^ 
ry as someone who never’ 
took risks,” predicted daily 
He* Nieuwsblad in an edito- 
rial. 

“There was not much 
enthusiam about him in the 
international cycling world, 
because he was too much 
focused on the tour. The 
tour may be the most impor- 
tant cycling event (but) one 
cannot avoid the other 
major races if one wants to 
appeal to the popular 
image.” 

“He cannot be compared 
to Merckx or Hinault, who 
were more complete 
cyclists ” said La Demi ere 


Venables praises 
Australian tactics 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s newly-appointed national soc- 
cer coach Teny Venables Saturday praised his new side’s 
past tactics and promised to introduce change slowly. 

Venables, who has been appointed to take charge of 
Australia’s 1998 World Cup campaign, said whatever 
changes needed to be made would be introduced gradually. 

He described Australia as a team hard to break down dur- 
. ing predecessor Eddie Thomson's six years at the helm. » 

■ ■ ^roln' what? I’ve seen. I think if <AuStfalia’s Style) is verJO 
: sbfid hnd I think that's sensible at international footbalh’hr 
Venables told reporters in Sydney. “I think it's trying to get 
that happy medium... where you hit the opposition very 
hard but don't leave yourself open at the back because the 
best players will punish you." 

Venables, who was appointed after Thomson resigned to 
join Japanese J -League club Hiroshima, said Australia 
would not abandon their established system in his first few 
matches in control. Australia, who have traditionally 
played with a sweeper, unlike Venables's sides of the past, 
are hosting a four-nation tournament against New Zealand, 
Norway and South Korea later this month. 

Venables, who arrived in Australia on Friday but will 
spend much of his time over the next 18 months in London, 
stood down as England coach after guiding them to the 
semifinals of die European Championship last year. 

Assistant coach Raul Blanco said Australia faced a tough 
challenge to win the Oceania qualifying group and then 
bear the fourth-best Asian team in a play-off to qualify for 
the World Cup in France. 

“We’re already talking like we are in the World Cup and 
I think that would be a misunderstanding," he said. Blanco 
said he was highly impressed with Iran, China, Saudi 
Arabia, South Korea and Japan after watching matches at 
the recent Asian championship. 


Husband’s death prompts sea change for Gordeyeva 


MOSCOW i AFP 1 — One year 
after her husband's death, skai- 
ing siar Yekaterina Gordeyeva 
s.ivs she is about to ehangc her 
life. 

“I've grown up in the lust 
> ear.” Gordey eva explained 
after a pre-New Year practiee 
session at the Cska iee palaee in 
Moscow, the same rink where 
she and Sergei Grinkov set out 
almost 20 years ago to become 
one ol' the best pairs in the histo- 
ry of the spin. 

“The tragedy also helped me. 
in a wiiy. to understand what life 
is all about. In the past, it used to 
be simple — competing, train- 
ing. travelling from place to 
place — my life was pre- 
arranged. and I just had lu fol- 
low the schedule. Now l know 


how to cope, to deal with peo- 
ple.” 

Together with Grinkov. 
Gordeyeva won two Olympic 
titles and numerous world and 
European medals. They could 
have made history’ by winning 
the third Olympic gold in 
Nagano, Japan in 1998. but on 
Nov. 20. 1 995, Grinkov suffered 
a fatal heart attack during prac- 
tice. which led to his death in 
Lake Placid. New York. 

At the time she believed that 
her husband's tragedy meant the 
end of the road for her too. 

“I've skated with Sergei all my 
life and I'll never be able to per- 
form with anybody else," she 
said a year ago. 

But now, at age 25, she says 
her life, both on and off the ice. 


must go on. 

“I want Daria to have a father" 
Gordeyeva said of her 4-year- 
old daughter. “I've adjusted 
mentally after Sergei's death 
and it’s time to make a change in 
my life.” 

“Regarding my professional 
career as a skater, I will contin- 
ue to perform in ice shows, but I 
want to return to the sport, to 
pairs competition. Ii‘s a matter 
of finding a ‘right' partner." said 
Gordeyeva. 

She is not, however, looking to 
match the feat of compatriot 
Irina Rodnino. who won three 
Olympic and ten world titles in 
pairs competition with two dif- 
ferent partners in the 1970’s and 
SOs. 

Gordeyeva nowadays spends 


most of her time in the United 
Slates, but whenever she has a 
chance, she says, she visits 
Moscow. 

“I want to come here. It gives 
me a change of pace, refreshes 
my feelings.” 

While most leading Russian 
figure skaters were performing 
under the bright lights at 
Sokolniki arena in the natiooal 
championships, Gordeyva was 
skating alone at the Cska arena 
on the other side of Moscow. 

She now lives thousands of 
kilometres away, in Simsbury, 
Connecticut and is now about to 
begin a three-month, non-stop, 
70-city North American tour 
with stars on ice. 

The show includes such 
famous names as Jayne Torville 


and Christopher Dean. Kurt 
Browning. Scott Hamilton and 
Kristi Yamaguchi. 

Gordeyeva rents an apartment 
in Simsbury with her parents, 
who look after her daughter 
when she is away performing. 

The small town has become a 
hotbed for skaters from the for- 
mer Soviet republics. Across the 
street from Gordeyeva live 
Ukrainian Olympic champions 
Viktor Petrenko and Oksana 
Baiul, along with their coach 
Galina Zmievskaya. 

Gordeyeva credits her parents, 
in particular her mother Elena, 
for her new-found strength. 

“I’d never known how won- 
derful my parents are," she said. 
“I lived away from home since 
the age of 12 or 13 and I had lit- 


tle time with my parents. Now 
we have been together for a year 
and I almost reinvented my feel- 
ings about them. I found out 
what they are really like.” 

Gordeyeva also wants to pur- 
sue avenues outside skating, 
including acting. 

Recently she and Petrenko 
made a television debut in a 
Walt Disney production of 
“Beauty and the Beast” broad- 
cast on American television in 
November. 

“It's a possibility,” she said of 
her chances of beco min g an 
actress. But for now she will 
focus on performing Elegia, to 
the music of Sergei 
Rachmaninov, in the Stars on 
Ice show. 


He lire newspaper. “With a 
few exceptions, Indurain 
hardly won any other major 
races.” 

Merckx himself preferred 
to look forward to life after 
Indurain. 

“Cycling is losing a big, 
man, that is for sure, but the 
1996 tour has shown that, 
many youngsters, such as 
(German Jan) Ullrich, are 
ready to follow his path.” ^ . 

Not suprisingly. Spain’s ■ 
newspapers lauded the man ■ 
widely regarded as their . 
greatest ever sportsman. 

Sports paper Marca dedi- 
cated nearly half its 4S . 
pages to a review of his 
career and claimed his - 
achievements put him on a- 
par with Brazilian soccer, 
legend Pele and 1930s LIS. ( 
sprinter Jesse Owens. 

His home village of * 
Villava in the foothills of~ 
the Pyrenees was said to be 
in mourning. 

But perhaps the finest 
eulogy to the burly, quietly- 
spoken Spaniard came from 
Jean- Marie Leblanc, direc- 
tor of the Tour de France 
Indurain made his own in ‘ 
the 1990s. 

“1 never saw him over- 
stretched or forced onto the ; 
defensive." Leblanc said. 
“He had an absolute mas- 
tery of men, terrain and 
events that greatly' 
impressed me. I will keep" 
the memory of an extremely ’ 
amenable and kind man.” 


Top 

Australian 
jockeys 
take strike 
action 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia's . 
|op jockeys called a Sn ap one- 
day strike' on'Saiijfdkyih puf- n 
suit of a pay claim but most 
scheduled race meetings went 
ahead with apprentice riders 
in the saddle. 

The nationwide strike was 
called without warning early 
on Saturday after several 
months of negotiations foiled 
to settle the dispute. 

The jockeys are seeking an 
increase in foe fee paid to 
them for riding a losing horse 
to a uniform A$130YS100) 
per race. At present, die fee 
varies between Australia’s six 
states. In Queensland, jock- 
eys are paid A$75 while their g. 
counterparts in New South. 
Wales receive A$65. 

Although the exact tuning 
of the strike took the industry . 
by surprise, officials sad they 
had laid contingency plans to 
deal with the crisis. 

The unprecedented indus- 
trial action forced die cancel- 
lation of a race meeting on 
Queensland’s Gold Coast but 
other major meetings took' 
place in Sydney and 
Melbourne. 

“We decided at 650 am 
dial we would go out on’ 
shrike," said jockeys’ repre- 
sentative Neville Wilson. 

Several top jockeys ignored 
the strike call and worked as 
normal at the Randwick 
Track in Sydney, while other 
suspended jockeys had their 
punishments quashed to 
allow them to ride The 
Victoria Racing Club (VRC), Q 
which controls racing in the 
state, expressed its ‘‘eprenie 
disappointment" at the strike. 

“Its (the strike’s) effect on 
owners, who foot a large per- 
centage of the costs i of racing, 
other industry workers and 
punters can only be damaging 
to the racing industry, and in. 
the long term, to the'Jockeys 
themselves,” VRC Chairman 
David Bourioe said. : : 
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PHILADELPHIA “1” 

A Rob Cohen fiim 
Sylvester Stallone in 


v PHILADELPHIA tf 2” PLflZB 

Richard Gere, Sian Connery | * The Hunchback of 
& Julia Ormond.. ..in I K . . _ 


DAYLIGHT f'RST knight 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:3 °- 3:3a 6:1 5 > 8:30 ’ 10:30 


| Notre Dame 

!Shows: 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 

| * RANSOM 

iShows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


S CINEMA TEL:677420 — ^ 

V . CONCORD 
CONCORD "I” 

Robert Denero & Welsly Snipes. ..in 

THE FAN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:15. 10-30 
** ***** ************ * ************* 

CONCORD “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


r Nabil & Hisham’s Thea||& ^ 

V TEL 625155 

The Theatre is closed ftom 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled. 

“Al Aman Ya Hb” 
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«BW cxcvntniK .tyTOON (R) — First 
“*■> "nil jih vision Reading cruised into 
ro«v" fourth round of the 

Merckx liiiiiv. lf gSsh FA Clup on Saturday 
to look ftMu,,,, IV demolishing a suicidal 
InduMiu l>1 iaL.H>r Lerague 

■‘t'vviina ^ | fotompton side who ended 
man.’ih,U K i nightmare afternoon with 
imii h!,/ l J*^ roen - . ' 

minx \o, n » ■ strugg^S & tbe 

«WmJu j.^ l [V>g md ? f , ** Fu ? 1 
I^dl to lot I. , u MttW 
Not vi, ni , ‘“ itfn Ja^ 09th), 

iTiddv r'V-'^^Moriey. who put the 
; , U ■ ,VWdnd Southampton’s 
° V ' ’’ ^^iEh wi* a 76th minute 

JSf" ,V ' VI vS* 

cated nc.ii h^iflowegian Egil Ostenstad 
P* 1 ^' •< spin- brought the Saints back 

tfajvei .ii i j march with a 49th 

fichus cinci i: x j l( „ ^ajiuK equaliser but whatever 
P«r with l*i.;.-,i l ,'i£s Southampton may 
legend IVk- in j it'BTbad of advancing were 
Sprinter Jcx 1 the sending-off of 

Hin I i. i'h’j^cis BenaH. He elbowed 

Villuva in ;i lv . ,‘^^tylnthefece in the irrci- 
ihc Py re i ic. x m * ^ that led to the penalty, 
in mow mu ■ * '■^astralian Robbie Slater 

But i«ci!t.,,. x ^ssent off for swearing at a 
eulogy t.i t!i,- i^^toDan in the last minute. 


send sinning Saints 
out of F. A. Cup 


spoken S 




^otbampton Manager 


Jean* Mar's 1 t Z"#** Souness was 

S'MS uf ,h, 


Indur.im \y„:U‘ C 

^*5| * ^VJ S , V the only match between 

-K. T ’ *" 'bp* Premier League sides, 

w *“■ 

’ He had .'ii .shVs^^Hartson opened the 
tery ot ns.-si iy- Sing fra- the Gunners after 
event \ til.*; jfr'niinirtpc Michael flrav 


angrily confronted the 


operants to 


b* SGtopitted 
Hinault, who 


ne nju .m .stv^foim Hartson opened the 
tery ot ns.-si ly- Srinp for the Gunners after 
event n t Ii.it ^ouiutes. Michael Gray 

improved 1 incised 10 minutes later 
dw mcinurt .>| ^S^ench goalkeeper Lionel 
amenable .-.u.! v^Jjjez kept Sunderland in the 

jup with a series of outstand- 

rn ngsaves. 

X Op On 3 day lately bereft of 


the upsets that traditionally 
make the third round one of 
the highlights of the English 
season, only Second Division 
Wrexham also survived 
against a Premier League 
side. 

On the fifth anniversary of 
their famous third round win 
over Arsenal, they took the 
lead against West Ham with a 
Bryan Hughes header after 
six minutes but had to settle 
for a 1-1 draw after 
Portuguese striker Hugo 
Porfirio equalised just before 
halftime. 

Sheffield Wednesday 
chalked up their biggest cup 
win since beating Manchester 
United 7-2 in a fourth round 
replay in 1961 when they 
demolished Grimsby 7-1 at 
Hillsborough. 

Richie Humphreys set the 
tone for the afternoon with 
Wednesday’s opening goal — 
a 40-metre lob over goalkeep- 
er Jason Pearcey — and he 
added another as Andy Booth 
(2), Graham Hyde, Mark 
Pembridge and an Ashley 
Fickling own goal completed 
Grimsby’s misery. 

Wednesday Assistant 
Manager Peter Sbreeves said 
afterwards: “Richie believes 
he got a hat-trick because he 
thought he got the final touch 
on the own goal. But we’ll 
have to see the video evidence 
to check.” 

Middlesbrough, who have 
been snuggling in the Premier. 
League this season, also 
enjoyed a one-sided victory 
against Third Division 
Chester, winning 6-0 — the 
first time they have scored six 


in the cup since a 6-2 third 
round win over Oldham in 
1965. 

Fabrizio Ravanelli, who had 
failed to score for seven 
matches, scored twice with 
Craig Hignett, Neil Cox, 
Mickd Beck and substitute 
Phil Stamp adding the others. 

Hignett marred 

Middlesbrough’s day when 
he was sent off after 59 min- 
utes for dissent after Chester 
were awarded a penally. 

Premier League leaders 
Liverpool, last season's beat- 
en cup finlaists, went ahead 
against their old Lancashire 
rivals Burnley, now of the 
Second Division, through 
Stan Collymore after 12 min- 
utes. That proved to be the 
only goal of a poor match, 
dominated by Burnley’s 
defensive tactics. 

Blackbum also won 1-0, 
beating First Division Port 
Vale thanks to a 68th minute 
strike from Norwegian Lars 
Bohinen. 

Other Premier League 
teams to reach round four 
included Chelsea, who over- 
came West Brom 3-0 thanks 
to goals from Dennis Wise, 
Craig Buriey and Gianfranco 
Zola, and Nottingham Forest, 
who beai First Division 
Ipswich 3-0 with Dean 
Saunders scoring twice and 
Chris Allen getting his first of 
the season. 

Only 14 ties were played on 
Saturday because of the 
weather. Four more were 
scheduled few: Sunday, includ- 
ing the glamour match 
between holders Manchester 
United and Tottenham. 


Austm^chjna’s young guns fire 
take siiat World Cup short course 


Qr'tinn *0NG KONG (R) — China’s 
d v. 1 1 V, U 1 noting new generation of 
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5he teecaged squad silenced 
Jjtics who labelled them “sec- 
Dd-sttingers” by dominating 
. je women’s competition, 
' fpigh Olympic medallist 
\ gtadia Poll of Costa Rica held 
; Japanese tide si bay to claim 

; pfteen-year-oki Wang Wfei 
" pt the 100 metres teeast- 
‘ ate title, JLu Donghua, 14, 
.'.Kite 50 metres backstroke 
j" Sp, . Chen Yan, 17, tri- 
,'®ed in die 200 metres 
jpitroke and the 50 metres 
VT &y le was captured by 15- 


iOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

■ ■ 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
.-■o hold: 

' ‘J 96 CQ 76 OKJ 952 +B 

■ . a bidding haa proceeded: 

“ WIH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Pa*» 10 Pas* 

Paw 7 

. [.bat do you bid now7 

• .v',2 - Neither vulnerable, 33 
- «di you hold:- 

“ V 

* EB7 CAE 62 OQ98 *AJfi 

TCwr opens the biddinff with one 

. . *nnmd. What do you respond? 

* ‘ K 

■ |S - East -West vulnerable, as 
■. ®th you hold: 

* V* 

'- l to 7 « M 3 09 8 7 4 *AEQ 

pad ding has proceeded: 

-• Jtta EAST SOOTH WEST 

■ i& Pass 1 * *7 

•fife, P *“ ? 

’ t ' Hfdo.vou bid now? 

• ® - As South, vulnerable, you 

.it. ^5 OAlOSfi +QJ87 

■ Sg’blding has proceeded; 

IP BAST SOUTH WEST 

. WE Paw 1 NT Pa** 

-• ff Pass ? 

v *■ ^ action do you take? 

■ Both vulnerable, as South 


year-old Nian Yun, who was in 
the Chinese 4 x 100 metres 
relay squad who won silver at 
the Atlanta Olympics. 

The Chinese, who had a lean 
Olympics following drug con- 
troversies which saw seven 
swimmers banned after die 
1994 Asian Games, are 
rebuilding for the 1998 World 
Championships and the 2000 
Olympics in Sydney. 

Their gold medallist in 
Atlanta, Le Jingyi. did not enter 
the Hong Kong leg but her 
young compatriots underlined 
the strength in depth of the 
team. Le and butterfly special- 
ist Uu Lunin are expected to 
compete in the second leg in 


Beijing next week. 

‘It’s been a greai first day for 
us with several good perfor- 
mances,” said China 's deputy 
head coach Zhang Xiong. “We 
-i.bave atypungite^.bCTS.qnd 
they did wdl. This was an ideal 
chance to check their progress 
after winter training.” 
Australia’s men swimmers lad 
a triumphant first day with four 
gold medals. Michael Klim 
took the 100 metres freestyle 
and 50 metres butterfly titles, 
world short course champion 
Matthew Dunn was streets 
ahead of his rivals in the 400 
metres individual medley and 
Adrian Radley touched first in 
the 100 metres backstroke. 


TWO SUPER DELUXE 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

' Apartment in Abdoun consisting of 3 bedrooms with 
telephone and luxurious furniture and central heating. 

* Apartment in Abu Nusair, furnished or unfurnished 
consisting of 3 bedrooms with central heating. 

Please call: 812790 - 711908 


Ql) What defines a Spanish Restaurant ? 
Al) The Menu - Tire Food 
The Music - The Atmosphere 
& The Spirit of Spain 
Q2) Who defines a Spanish Restaurant ? 
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Extension of the Closing 
Date for Tender 
No. 110/96 of the 
Royal Scientific Society 
Amman - Jordan 

The Royal Scientific Society announces the 
extension of the closing date for Tender No. 
110/96 that includes supply of "Laboratory test 
equipment and test tools" to upgrade its technical 
capabilities in testing and certification of electric 
products according to internationally accepted 
standards of safety and quality. 

1. Copies of the tender documents can be 
obtained for the price of (100) one hundred JD, 
from the Secretary of the Tender Committee at the 
Royal Scientific Society, during working hours (8:00 
a.m.) to (5:00 p.m.) except of Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

2. Tenders should be submitted to the Head of the 
Tender Committee at R.S.S. before January 26, 
1997 (12:00 a.m. local time). 

President 


Unfancied Americans win Hopman Cup 


PERTH, Australia 

fAgencies) — The unfan- 
ried combination of Justin 
Gimelstob and Chanda 
Rubin carried the United 
Stares to their first victory 
in the Hopman Cup mixed 
teams event on Saturday 
when they beat South Africa 
2-1 in the final. 

With the tie level at 1-1, 
Gimelstob and Rubin 
fought back to beat Wayne 
Ferreira . and Amanda 
Coetzer 3-6 6-2 7-5 in the 
doubles. 

The United States, who 
have missed only one tour- 
nament in the nine-year his- 
tory of the event, were beat- 
en finalists in 1990 and 
1991. 

Rubin, 20, was the hero- 
ine of the U.S. team’s suc- 
cess, dropping only one set 
in her four singles matches. 

She had an unlikely ally in 
Gimelstob who was on a 
beach holiday in Miami 
when he was called on as a 
late replacement for Richey 
Reneberg whose wife was 
. expecting a baby. 

The 151st-ranked 

American arrived in Perth 
only nine hours before his 
first match against Guy 
Forget on Sunday. 

While he won only one of 
his four singles ties — 
upsetting Australia's Mark 
Philippoussis — the 19- 
year-old combined with 
Rubin to win three of their 
four doubles matches. 

Ferreira, who was making 
a comeback in this tourna- 
ment from knee surgery, 
kept South Africa's hopes 
alive when he levelled the 
tie with a 6-4 7-6 victory 
over Gimelstob. 

World number 17 Rubin 
drew first blood for the 
Americans when she beat 
Coetzer 7-5 6-2. 

Both players struggled 
with their serve, but the 
American eventually found 
her rhythm to win in 68 
minutes. 

Ferreira, ranked 10 in the 
world, took 87 minutes to 
dipose of Gimelstob, who 
recorded the biggest win of 
his career on Thursday 
when he beat world number 
30 Philippoussis to book the 
United Slates a spot in the 
final. 


In a thrilling doubles tie 
lasting one hour and 47 
minutes the American pair 
broke Coetzer s serve to 
clinch the title. 

Third seeded South Africa 
and Ferreira bad had their 
share of luck and were 
seemingly down and out in 
the tournament on 
Wednesday when they 
stood on the verge of defeat 
against second seeds 
Switzerland. 

Coetzer had lost her sin- 
gles tie and Ferriera was 
trailing Marc Rosset 6-0 2- 
1, but a back injury to the 
big Swiss player handed the 
South Africans an unlikely 
2-1 victory. r 

/' 

Woodbridge to play 

Draper in all- Australian 
hardconrt final 

Todd Woodbridge will 
play Scott Draper in an all- 
Australian final of the 
Australian Hardcourt 

Tennis Championship in 
Adelaide Sunday after 
semi-final victories 

Saturday. 

It will be the first all- 
Australian final at 
Memorial Drive since the 
1988 encounter between 
Woodbridge's doubles part- 
ner, Mark Woodforde, and 
Wally Masur. 

In sweltering heat, 
Woodbridge fought back 
after losing a first set 
tiebreaker to beat Sweden’s 
Mikael TMstrom 6-7 (6/8), 
7-6 (7/3), 6-3 in the opening 
semi-final while Draper was 
also pushed before beating 
fiery American qualifier Jeff 
Tarango 6-1, 3-6, 6-2. 

It will be Woodbridge’s 
eighth career singles final 
and his first in Australia 
while Draper will be play- 
ing in his first final. 

Woodbridge lost his last 
final in August against 
South African Wayne 
Ferreira in Toronto, Canada. 

His only singles triumph 
came at the United States 
red clay championship at 
Coral Springs, Florida, in 
May 1995. 

Austrian wins NZ 

women’s international 

In Auckland, New 


Sampras, Graf named 
as champions for 1996 


LONDON (R) — Pete 
Sampras and Steffi Graf 
were named on Friday as the 
International Tennis 

Federation (ITF) world 
champions for 1996. 

Sampras won the U.S. 
Open title in September for 
his only Grand Slam success 
of the year, and added die 
ATP Championship tide in 
November after a memo- 
rable victory over German 
Boris Becker in the final. 

It is the fourth successive 
year that the American was 
named by the ITF as the 
men’s champion. 

Graf took the women’s 
title for the seventh time in 
10 years after winning the 
French, Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open crowns. 


The ITF also named dou- 
bles champions for the first 
time, the men’s honour 
going to Australians Mark 
Woodforde and Todd 
Woodbridge. whose 12 titles 
during the year included 
their fourth Wimbledon. 
Their second U.S. Open, the 
ATP Championship and the 
Olympic tide. 

The women’s champions 
are Americans Lindsay 
Davenport and Mary Joe 
Fernandez, winners of the 
French and WTA Tour 
championship tides and the 
Olympic gold medaL 

The winners will receive 
their awards during the tra- 
ditional ITF world champi- 
ons’ dinner during tins 
year’s French Open. 


Wanted : 

Unfurnished Apartment 

3 bedrooms, central heating 

Location : Jabal Amman , 1st Circle 

Please call : 659929 



'JfCsufuut 


f f Maternity clothes for the 
' * stylish mother to be. 

Announces the start of its 


WITH 50% DISCOUNT 

ON ALL MATERNITY CLOTHES 

Tel: 079 31209 
Opening hours 

10:00 ajn. to 1:30 p.m& 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Abdoun Circle 



The American pair of Justin Gimelstob and Chanda Rubin congratulate each other 
after winning t he Hopman Cup mixed teams event on Saturday (Reuters photo) 


Zealand, Austrian qualifier 
Marion Marus ka won the 
singles title in th.e $107,500 
New Zealand women’s 
international tennis tourna- 
ment here Saturday, beating 
her compatriot and second 
seed Judith Wie:sner 6-3, 6- 
1. 

Maruska, ranked 154 in 
the world, had little trouble 
overcoming esner in the 
all-Austrian sin gles finals ^ 

Wie'sner, w vth-* worfd 
ranking of 15, was never in 
control of her.sjarae and was 


troubled by strong winds 
whipping across the court. 
Maruska broke Wiesner in 
the fifth and ninth games to 
win the opening set and did 
the same in the second and 
sixth games of the second 
set. 

Maruska, who had never 
before reached the quarter 
finals of a main event on the 
Women’s Tennis 

Association Tour, was over- 
‘ joyed *Tm so happy I don’t 
know what to say. I had a 
game plan and I stayed with 


it. The wind made the match 
difficult but it worked out 
for me," she said. 

Wiesner said she was dis- 
appointed but happy for 
Maruska. “The wind was a 
great equaliser. I couldn’t 
serve as well as I wanted to 
and I made a lot of mis- 
takes,” she said. 

*1 let the wind get to me.” 
to get to the final, Maruska 
beat fifth seed Florencia 
Labat from' , ArgSitina and 
German Anke Huber, the' 
tournament top seed. 


Beck er to quit in 3 years at most 


BONN (R) — Boris Becker 
said in a maji^zine interview 
he still hopeid to be world 
number one zigain but intend- 
ed to quit dhe game within 
three years. 

“For as Ion §; as I play tennis, 
being number- one will be the 
ultimate dreaim,” Becker, cur- 
rently ranked sixih in the 
world, told Der Spiegel maga- 
zine, according to an advance 
release from Monday's edi- 
tion. ‘Tm glad to have been 
there once bin 12 weeks was a 
bit short I have the capability 
and a lot of ■ things can happen 
in the next six months. 

“I won't naake myself crazy 
but I know that at the end of 
the road I could be number 
one." Bee leer said he was 
determined: to have retired by 
the time his son started school 


in three years and already had 
a dream for the way he wanted 
to quit “Something along the 
lines of — just before the 
match point at Wimbledon 
against Sampras which will 
make me world number one. 
saying to myself, Boris, this is 
your final service’.” 

Becker said he also warned 
to quit Germany, perhaps for 
New York, Paris or London, 
before his son started school 
because of the pressure that 
came from having a famous 
father and from not being 
white. Becker's wife Barbara 
is black. “He would be con- 
fronted with problems which 
were not his own but those of 
his parents,” Becker said. 

“His parents are very well 
known and he doesn’t look 
like a white child. There are no 


black people in (Becker’s 
home town) Leimen and very 
few in Munich.” 

Becker declined to comment 
on frequent reports of threats 
to kill him or abduct his child. 
“The Munich police have 
taken the problems perfectly 
seriously,” he said. Becker 
also expressed anger at tire 
way German authorities had 
searched his house and that of 
his parents as pan of a tax 
investigation last month. He 
denied there were any irregu- 
larities in his tax affairs. 

“My tax declarations have 
always been compiled by tax 
lawyers who knew all the 
background in detail,'’ he said 
“I was always assured that 
everything was in order and 
had been declared to the 
authorities.” 


~J||^ Consulting Engineering Center 

(Sajdi & Partners) 

CEC is pleased to announce that it has been recommended 
for award of the ISO 9001 : 1994 by BVQI. 

CEC is proud to be the first engineering firm in Jordan 
that has an ISO 9001 certification in accordance with the 
UK accreditation System. 

This is a further leading accomplishment by CEC in its 
continued development and dedication to Quality. 


ISO 9001 


V 

NATIONAL 
' ACCREDITATION 
OF CERTIFICATION 
BODIES 


We are committed to Quality ... We can prove it. 
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COLD AND HUNGRY: Hungry swans approach a car near Fail rburn Ings in Yorkshire after days of sub- 
zero temperatures left the water they normally swim in almost totally frozen over (see weather story on 
page 5) IAFP photo) 


Eight Muslim countries open 
summit organised by Tu rkey 


ISTANBUL (API — 
Turks?} "s Islamic premier 
opened a summit of eight 
predominantly Muslim 
countries Saturday with a 
call for political and eco- 
nomic unit}. 

Egypt. Iran. Nigeria. 
Indonesia. Malaysia, 

Bangladesh. Turkey and 
Pakistan are what 
Necmetnn Erbakan has 
called the “D- 8 " or devel- 
oping eight, alliance. Ill all, 
the countries' population 
total t>60 million. 

Opening the one-day sum- 
mit. Mr.” Erbakan, whose 
Islamist Welfare Party- 
head* a center-right coali- 
tion. insisted that the coun- 
tries work to achieve “soli- 
darity and cooperation in 
the international forums. 

*'lt is essential not to 
damage bilateral or regional 
commitments.” among the 
eight, said Mr. Erbakan, 
who came up with the idea 
for the summit. 

In an apparent criticism of 
Western nations. Mr. 
Erbakan said llu* D-S would 
work to achieve “coopera- 
tion versus p.u ionising.” 


However. Mr. Erbakan 
emphasised that D-S mem- 
bers should keep their com- 
mitments to international 


organisations. 

The D-S. he said, should 
eventually group all devel- 
oping countries 

Mr. Erbakan’s coalition 
partner. Western-oriented 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller tried to play down the 
Muslim aspect of the sum- 
mit. 

“It is just like how the 
European Union (HU ) 
brings together only 
Christian nations.” said 
Mrs. Ciller, a big promoter 
of EU membership for 
Turkey. ’’But the European 
Union also declares that it is 
not a Christian club." 

Turkey remains uneasy 
that its religion might be a 
reason for its rejection from 
the EU. 

Although Turkey is pre- 
dominantly Muslim, it is a 
secular country. Turkey's 
powerful U.S.-supplied mil- 
itary opposes any attempts 
to retreat from ihe nation's 
secular traditions. 

Mrs. Ciller said the basic 


goal of the D-S would be to 
expand t r.ade relations. 
Now. she said, "bilateral 
trade withil i the countries in 
D-S is gen erallv less than 
one per cen t 

Saturday*:; meering was 
expected to tackle bureau- 
cratic issue s, such as the 
formation of the secretariat, 
which Turkey would like to 
have in Istanbul. 

Mr. Erbaknn said the min- 
isters would: also lay the 
groundwork for a D-S heads 
of state sum mit in the next 
two months. 

Mr. Erbaknn has irked the 
United State s for strength- 
ening ties with Iran. 

Bringing Nigeria into the 
group *” also could create 
protests. 

Human rig hts violations 
by Nigeria's r nilitary regime 
has drawn prt nests from the 
West. 

Egypt remai ns cool to the 
projecL Egyptian President 
Hosn? Muban ik frowns on 
the am. U.S. p elides of Mr. 
Erbakan's party as well as 
its support the Egypt’s out- 
lawed Musli m Brother- 
hood. 


Libya dissident group says executed 
officers had tried to topple Qadhafi 


CAIRO i. Agencies! — A Libyan opposition 
group sijv eight men cxecuied by Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi were not spies 
hut ■'honourable stragglers” trying'to rid the 
country of his regime. 

In a statement taxed to the new agencies 
on Saturday, the National Front for the 
Salvation uf Libya said the men had partic- 
ipate J in a talk'd 1 003 army coup against 
Colonel Q.idhnti. 

"The front condemns this crime (the exe- 
cution^." the statement said. "It affirms 
that these men were honourable stragglers 
and the hcM sons of Libya who were try ing 
to overthrow the regime of Col. Qadhafi 
and return Libya to constitutional rule.” 

"These .:lvu N inons by the Lihy an regime 
of spying and working lor a loreign power 
will not hoodwink anybody or be believed 
by anybody." it said. 

"We have no doubt that since the October 
revolution. Qadhafi has been waiting for the 
right time to take revenge on the men (who 
took pan 1 ... and we know for a fact these 
executions are meant to spread awe and 
dread mm the souk of the opposition." 

The convicted officers were identified as 
Colonel Mullah Muhammad Gharoum. 
Stall Colonel Mustafa Abu Al Qasim 
Mas-ud. Flight Lieutenant -Colonel Saad 
Salah F.iraj. Maim Khalil Salim 
Mohammad. Major Ramadan Al Ihunti 
Mohammad Ali and Major Mustafa Hubav! 
Al Fudliil. 

The two civilians were Misbah Saad 
Mushih and Sul ay man Ghavih Mufbih. 

ThcNalional From for the Salvation of 
Libya is one of the largest opposition 
groups, with offices in the United States. 
Europe and Egypt. 

Libya on Thursday executed six military 
officers and two civilians, a day after 
announcing that they were found guilty of 
spying for foreign gov emments. The ruling 
by a high military court said nothing of (he 
1003 coup attempt, which Libya has never 
acknow (edged. 

Libya implied that the men were working 
for the United Slates by broadcasting a 
statement alleging they used "sophisticated 
equipment supplied by the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA)” 

The U.S. State Department dismissed the 


Libyan allegations as "wild chi ages." 

The front said that some of t he executed 
officers had been coordinating * vith the dis- 
sidents in exile. 

The front also suggested that ( 7c*l. Qadhafi 
gave the order for the execution:-: **to avenge 
and terrorise his opponents” following 
failed assassination attempt ag:.inst him in 
November. 

The militant group claimed responsibili- 
ty for the attack Nov. 23. The group said 
one of its members hurled a grc nade at Col. 
Qadhafi on Nov. 23 in the desert town of 
Brak. Col. Qadhafi escaped injury but was 
treated for shock, the group said. 

Col. Qadhafi seized power in a coup in 
l%9 and since then has maintained control 
by keeping a firm grip on the rainy, intelli- 
gence services and police, and by playing 
deftly in Libya's system of tribal politics. 


Chinese minister visi ts Libya 


Chinese Deputy Foreign Minister Han 
Zengpei left Tripoli Friday at the end of a 
three-day visit to Libya during which he 
criticised the "unjust sanctions” imposed on 
Libya by the United Nations. Libyan tele- 
vision reported. 

Ihe television said Mr. Han and Libyan 
officials had signed Friday an agreement 
on “an exchange of ' ixits by diplomats and 
consultations on bilateral relations and 
issues of mutual interest”. 

Libyan television said Mr. Hun had reiter- 
ated Beijing’s support for Libya in its dis- 
pute with the United Nation's and quoted 
him as saying his visit would help 
"strengthen relations between the two 
countries’*. 

Libya has been under a U.N . air embargo 
since 1992 for allegedly supporting inter- 
national terrorism. The sanctions were 
toughened in 1993 after Libya refused to 
comply with U.N. demands for it to hand 
over to the United States or Britain, two 
Libyan officials accused of i nvolvement in 
the 1988 bombing of a Pan American air- 
liner over Lockerbie in Scotland in which 
270 people were killed. 

Mr. Han left Libya for Saudi .Arabia, the 
last leg of a tour of Arab countries which 
took him to Morocco and Tunisia. 


Mahdi sees 


uprising 
Sudan 


m 


CAIRO (R) — Sudanese 
opposition leader Sadeq Al 
Mahdi said on Friday that a 
popular uprising was most 
likely to overthrow the gov- 
ernment in Khartoum, 
rather than a military cam- 
paign from abroad, a coup 
d’etat or change from with- 
in. 

Mr. Mahdi. who fled 
Khartoum last month and is 
now on the second stage of 
a tour to muster support for 
the opposition, also said he 
did not expect Egypt or 
many other of Sudan’s 
neighbours to back opposi- 
tion military activities from 
bases in Eritrea. 

He played down the mili- 
tary aspect of the opposi- 
tion’s strategy, saying it was 
only one of many forms of 
pressure he hoped would tip 
the balance against the 
Khartoum government. 

Mr. Mahdi was democrat- 
ically elected prime minis- 
ter of Sudan in J 9S9 when 
the present government 
seized power in a military 
coup. He is the leader of the 
powerful Umma Party and 
of the Ansar, the religious 
movement loyal to the 19th 
century Mahdi. 

”1 think the regime has 
already run out of steam.” 
he told a news conference in 
Cairo. “It is incapable of 
resolving any of the coun- 
try's internal or external 
problems. It is now hanging 
by the very feeblest of 
threads” 

"The forces for a national 
uprising are all now quite 
mature in Sudan.. .The 

social forces that usually 
make for change are now in 
preparation for a decisive 
moment.” he added. 

"I think an uprising will 
come, however much the 
regime buys time, because 
there is no way the regime 
can stop the opposition 
rejecting it This is the most 
probable outcome,” he 
said. 

The two previous unde- 
mocratic governments in 
Sudan — those of Ibrahim 
Abboud in 1964 and Jaafar 
N'imeiri in 1985 — have 
both fallen to popular upris- 
ings from the streets of 
Khartoum. 

Pressed for details of a 
meeting with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
on Thursday. Mr. Mahdi 
said only it was no surprise 
that what he called “victims 
of the regime” should think 
alike. Historically Egypt 
has had bad relations with 
the Mahdist movement and 
it raised no objections to the 
military coup of 1989. But 
Cairo has since accused 
Khartoum of helping 
Egyptians who tried to kill 
Mr. Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa in 1995. 

“I am not expecting any 
Egyptian military help in 
the realisation of the aims of 
the people of Sudan nor is it 
tile only means by which 
we are working.” Mr. 
Mahdi said. 


Emir of Qatar and his 


deposed father reconcile 


DOHA (Agencies) — The 
emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani, has 
reconciled with his father, 

whom he desposed in a 
bloodless palace coup in June 
1995. the official QNA news 
agency reported Saturday. 

“Sheikh Hamad met his 
father. Sheikh Khalifa, in 
Paris on Friday and they 
decided to put an end to the 
conflict in die family and to 
open a new page in relations 
founded on mutual respect,” 
QNA said. 

The news agency said 
father and son had decided 
"to work together to ensure 
the progress and stability of 
Qatar.” 

The emir also met with his 
father in Rome last month, 
two months after settling a 
dispute over billions of dol- 
lars in missing state funds. 

QNA said several other 
members of the ruling family 
attended the meeting in Paris 
but there was no word on 
when the former emir would 
return, to Qatar. 

Sheikh Khalifa was 
accused of diverting billions 
of dollars in state funds and 
Doha asked a number of for- 
eign countries to freeze his 
bank accounts. 

The total amount of money 
involved was never specified 
but was estimated at between 


three and eight billion dol- 
lars. 

Sheikh Khalifa had refused 
to recognise the new regime 
and announced plans to 
return to power. 

QNA said the emir and his 
father “agreed to end. family 
differences between them 
and start a new page of fami- 
ly ties based on love and 
mutual respect and apprecia- 
- non. 

“They also agreed to work 
together to push forward the 
march of progress and pros- 
perity in our dear country,” it 
added. 

When they met in Rome in 
December for the first time 
since the 1995 coup, they 
also left unresolved die future 
of 200 of the father's follow- 
ers accused by the son of 
plotting a counter-coup last 
February. 

Qatar is a big producer of 
natural gas and a small oil 
exporter. 

With a population of about 
520,000, barely 150,000 of 
them citizens, it has one of 
the highest gross national 
products per capita in the 
world at $ 22,000 per person. 

Sheikh Hamad, born in 
1950 and trained at Britain's 
Sandhurst Military Acad- 
emy, was groomed as his 
father’s heir in the 1970s and 
1980s. 


By 1992 he was r unnin g 
day-to-day affairs and fol- 
lowing a forceful policy of 
modernisation. But his father 
retained control of the trea- 


sury. . 

The two fell out in early 
1995. Sheikh Khalifa appar- 
ently tried unsuccessfully to 
claw back some of his previ- 
ous authority and to resume 
control of the economy. 

The upshot was a bloodless 
coup while Sheikh Khalifa 
was abroad. Sheikh Hamad 
made a 90-second television 
appearance to announce he 
had taken power. 

Sheikh Khalifa, who took 
power by deposing a uncle in 
1972, insisted in Switzerland 
that he remained legitimate 
ruler and vowed to “return 
borne whatever it costs.” 

Officials said in December 
that the meeting between the 
father and son in Rome was 
intended to pave the way for 
Sheikh Khalif a's return to 
Q atar 

But he was unwilling to go 
home unless his followers 
were also allowed back, even 
though he denied any 
involvement in their alleged 
plot, the officials said. 

They said an agreement 
was also needed on state 
funds believed to have been 
kept under Sheikh Khalifa’s 
personal controL 


Opening of Israeli fair in Amman 
delayed by 2 days, organiser says 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The opening 
of a four-day Israeli trade 
exhibition is delayed for 
two days because of “tech- 
nical problems” the organ- 
iser said Saturday. 

Fakhri Nasser, chief exec- 
utive of the International 
and National Expo 
Corporation, also reiterated 
that he would not strap the 
controversial event in the 
face of political opposition 
in the country. 

“Even if they (opponents) 
pay me S50 million. I will 
not cancel the exhibition,” 
Mr. Nasser told the Jordan 
Times. 

He was refuting reports in 
the local press that said he 
was holding out for “com- 
pensation” . as a precondi- 
tion for caljing off the trade 
fair. 

The exhibition was sched- 
uled to open on Jan. 6 , and 
Nasser said Saturday it 
would open oo Jan. 8 and 
run for four days as 
planned. 

“Certain technical prob- 
lems delayed the formal 
opening of the event but 
there is no postponement of 
the event” he said. 

Another official in his 
company was quoted as 
saying Israeli products 
coming across the border to 
be displayed at the exhibi- 
tion were delayed by techni- 
calities. 

“Some merchandise was 
delayed at the border, but 
we expect things to be ready 
by Wednesday.” 

Mohammad Atari, an offi- 
cial of the International and 


Expo Corporation, was 
quoted as saying by the 
Associated Press. 

But Mr. Nasser said there 
were “no such delays.” 

At least 80 Israeli compa- 
nies. the bulk of them man- 
ufacturers, of consumer 
products, are expected to 
take part in the event, which 
was originally scheduled to 
open on Dec. 15 but delayed 
because, according to Mr. 
Nasser, of the high number 
of Israeli firms wishing to 
take part. 

The exhibition will be the 
first of its kind to be held in 
Jordan after the Kingdom 
and Israel signed a peace 
treaty in October 1994 call- 
ing for full normalisation of 
relations after nearly haif-a- 
century of hostilities. 

Opposition parties led by 
the Islamic Action Front 
and leftist activists who 
oppose normal relations 
with the Jewish state have 
launched a campaign to foil 
the exhibition. 

The Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) has 
joined the campaign by urg- 
ing the Kingdom’s press 
establishments and journal- 
ists to refrain from covering 
the event and to call on die 
general public to stay away 
from the fair. 

The JPA has sent a memo 
to all press organisations in 
Jordan saying the associa- 
tion’s stand against the 
exhibition stemmed “from 
an overwhelming national 
rejection of the idea” of 
holding such an event in 
Jordan. 

It cited “the Israeli author- 
ities' disregard for Arab 
rights, escalation of crimi- 


nal practices against the 
Palestinian people and 

aggression on southern 

Lebanon.” as the basis for 
its call for boycotting the 
event. 

It also asked journalists to 
“make sure” that the public 
will also be committed to a 
“total boycott” of the exhi- 
bition. 

Opponents of the exhibi- 
tion have also set up a 
“national Jordanian com- 
mittee for cancelling the 
Israeli trade fair.” and are 
threatening Jordanians who 
attend with blacklisting. 
They are also planning to 
form a “human chain” in 
front of the exhibition 


venue to prevent visitors 
from the exhibition. 

Ahmad Obeidat, a former 
prime minister who heads 
die committee, said the 
group includes Parliament 
members, political parties, 
trade unionists, women’s 
groups and human rights 
organisations. 

Opposition parties base 
their argument on their 
rejection of normalisation 
of relations with Israel and 
contend that the trade fair 
would only serve Israel’s 
business interests of getting 
into the Arab market. 

Business organisations 
argue that the time is Dot 
opportune for an Israeli 
trade fair in Jordan, given 
the stalled implementation 
of Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ments. They also say that a 
strong message should be 
sent to hardline Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu that he could not 


(Continued on page 7) 


Ghali says he is ‘happy to be 
home’ after return to Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Former 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros-Ghali said 

Saturday he was happy to 
be back home in Egypt and 
pledged to work “for peace 
and for the Egyptian peo- 
ple.” 

Mr. Ghali, 74, spoke with 
reporters following a meet- 
ing with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

He had arrived by plane 
late Friday and said he did 
not want to answer a lot of 


questions. 

“Leave me alone. I slept 
for three hours only,” he 
told reporters with a laugh. 

Mr. Ghali said he told Mr. 
Mubarak: “I offered my 
gratitude to Egypt, both 
government and people, for 
supporting me over the past 
five years.” 

He denied reports that he 


has been offered a job in the 
Egyptian government but 
expressed his readiness "to 
cooperate on any issue.” 

He added: “I hope to con- 
tinue working for peace and 
for the Egyptian people.” 
Mr. Ghali completed a 
five-year term as U.N. sec- 
retary-general on Dec. 31. 
The United Scares blocked 
him from a second term, 
arguing that he had not done 
enough to reform the inter- 
national body. He was suc- 
ceeded Jan. 1 by Kofi 
Annan of Ghana. 

Asked what he would 
advise Annan, he suggested 
the new secretary-general 
“defend its (the U.N.’) inde- 
pendence and find a solu- 
tion for the financial crisis.” 
Mr. Ghali said reform of 
the United Nations was hin- 
dered by the lack of money 


and pointed out that the 
United States was $1.4 bil- 
lion in arrears on payments. 

Mr. Ghali said he planned 
a weeklong vacation in 
Egypt followed by two 
weeks at an undisclosed 
location. 

He said his latest book, 
which chronicles the life of 
the late Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat from his visit 
to occupied Jerusalem in 
1977 to his assassination in 
1981, would be published in 
April in the United States. 

Mr. Ghali was state minis- 
ter for foreign affairs during 
the Sadat administraiion. 
Later, he served in the 
Egyptian government as 
deputy prime minister for 
foreign affairs. 

Egypt in 1979 was the 
first Arab state to maty 
peace with Israel. 



The thief; the hat and 

the cat 


MOSCOW ( AFP) — A thief 
who fancied the look of an 
attractive fur hat on the bead 
of a passer-by got more than' 
he bargained for when he 
tried to snatch it The fur col- 
lar of the victim's coat 
turned out to be a Siamese, 
cat, which sunk its jaws and 
daws into the hands of the 
thief, who quickly turned 
tail, the local paper 
Vologodskiy Noyosti repott- 
ed in Vologda, in northeast 
Russia. The cat’s owner had 
decided to take his pet out on 
his walk as an added protec- 
tion against sub-zero tem- 
peratures. “There is no ani- 
mal more frightening than a 
cat. especially on its master's 
shoulders.” the paper noted. ^ 

Madonna will not be 
a ‘Jewish mother' 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Pop 
superstar Madonna has 
pledged in an interview, 
published in an Israeli news- 
paper not to be a “Jewish 
mother” to her newborn 
daughter. Asked by Yediot 
Aharonot whether she would 
raise her nearly three- 
month-old daughter, 
Lourdes Maria, like a 
“Jewish mother,” Madonna 
replied: “Absolutely not,” 
she stud. “You have to teach 
a child to deal with life, you 
can't be overprotective. “She . 
would raise her daughter as a . 
Catholic while teaching her 
about other religions, 
“including Judaism.” " 


Charles' new ‘M'lady’ 


‘Baywatch’ star weds 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Donna D’errico of 
“Baywatch” and “Baywatcb 
Nights” married Motley 
C rue’s Nikki Sox in a pri- 
vate ceremony at a Malibu 
home, a publicist said 
Friday. The Dec. 23 ceremo- 
ny was attended by 

D’errico’s son, Rbyan. and ^ 
Sixx’s daughter, Stonny, anti' 
his sons. Gunner and 

Decker, said publicist Alicia 
Smith. “The wedding took 
place in front of the 
Christmas tree and was fol- 
lowed by a short honey 11100 ® 
in Carmel, California,” she 
said. 
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Secret 

talks fa 

Israeli premier t\ 

v CUnr.D JERUSALEM Bi 
Lick- - Prime Mm- K 
jj Pciiy.anm Netanyahu 


LONDON (AFP) -i# 
Camilla Parker Bowles will 
be the new “M'lady” around 
prince Charles’ Highgrove 
country manor, the London 
tabloid paper the Daily- 
Minor reported. The heir to 
the British throne has report- 
edly asked his bouse staff to 
call her “M’lady.” The paper 
reported one servant as say- 
ing: “We don’t have a prob- 
lem with addressing Camilla 
as M'lady. If that’s what the 
boss wants, that’s what will 
happen.” 


Aral at met 
: e.irlv hours 


lo 
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a:rtftly >" 1,1 

£*> .«** Peeress was 
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BV p* j i .>m Hebron. NruMi 
nj I'.ile-muan officials 
yjj Mr. Netanyahu him- 
djs.iul Sunday he exjxvi- 
ft !'\nrpi , '*c-" on (he peace 

T.ho u re mu of U.S. 
jkJui.ii Dennis Rons. Ihc 
pi* lo.uleis met in a post- 
mJnidu session at the 
Eiez uossine linking Israel 
ad the autonomous Gaza 
Snp Nicy talked for four 
aid i Mic -half hours until 
tom ■•lYieials* close to the 

Kern i.u ions said. 

•‘The mediae took place 
aJ pr» ‘press was made.” 
ft Slid n.i - id Bar Ulan, a top 
jhkr n» Mr. Netanyahu. 
There were expectations 
fat m agreement could be 
trapped up in 24 to 48 
blur 1 -, but Israeli officials 
i e.iuiii'iis. noting that 
fcre had been many 
G^ns i.f pending aeree- 
Eni in the past three 

ronihs. 

The key issue, apparently 
still uuresoKed despite a 
nett l .S. formula, was the 
PalNiman demand for a 
timetable for three further 
Israeli withdrawals from 
rural areas of the West 


Arabs vow 
war on 
terrorism 


NEW YORK (AFP) — - 
Ivana Trump, former wife 6 f 
Donald Tramp, filed a suit 
against the company that 
built her $4. 1 milli on yacht 
saying the ship is “unsea- 
worthy, dangerously built 
and abysmally constructed." 
Tramp was suing to recover 
her original S4. 1 milli on anti 
wanted an additional $35 
million for emotional dis- 
tress. A spokesman for the 
company said a fire men- 
tioned in the lawsuit waS 
really only “a little bit of 
smoke” on the 105-foot 
yacht, dubbed “My Ivana.”' 


I TUNIS (AFPi — Interior 
TOtiwas from the 22 -mem- 
® er Arab League vowed 
.unday to batik* terrorism 
_gether as they wound up 

^ I'* 1 * 1 a 'inual conference 

“re Sunday. 

nfP* mi nisiers issued an 
T c ‘ al Yemeni ai the end 
the two-day meeting. 
Punusing a “common strai- 
to fight" terrorism, and 
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New way 
of declaring love 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) 
An advertising executive 
drew on his professional 
resources to celebrate his 
daughter’s coming of age by 
placing her s miling face on 3 
billboard on the side of a 
busy highway. So Robyn 
Cohen's face — sporting 
four-foot smile — peers 
down on as many as 100,000 
commuters each day, next to 
an inscription wishing her 
all the best Barry Cohen — 


r eprc^--“ h . cou,urics were 


fin*. 


(tied hv 


^nieeuiij. which i 1 


mmiMcrs al 


V| m e i ^ 


o vc rod 


‘tvnda ,i cins 




of 


! ' mer ~Arub 


nelud- 


’operation 

on, • >n lllc tight 

°n?Jnivtfd 


. prn cr;iniin Cs 

J-biim or»j. 

Vc »™<™i ,.r 

^Lris'L'uI Vr:l1 ’ l " lt ‘ ril '' 

k'l five L . ri ?. ki ! ,Cl1 * n tile 

re ' a 'i?d in' 1,1 lcrr °rist- 

^ in »"•' An* 
HSiuriii. Ir ., l ’' Vr "helmin 


these 


of 


^'h also 


f Ml ma 


attacks 
damage 


’"mated k;u- UJ,, wge 
Vs, Ah J~ bl1 lions of doi- 

Robyn's father had cele- J ^po n * Su, em said in a 
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anniversary in .August 
same way, crea tin g a bill- 
board declaring .his love for 
his wife. 
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